
 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

   

  

From: BRIAN CAM 
To: DeMeo, Sharon M. 
Subject: Brian Campbell Comment on SouthCoast Wind Farm Offshore Converter Station #1 BOEM Renewable Energy 

Lease Area OCS-A 0521, Atlantic Ocean, MA, MA0006018 
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Caution: This email originated from outside EPA, please exercise additional caution when 
deciding whether to open attachments or click on provided links. 

You may comment on the proposed Draft Permit to Sharon DeMeo at the following 
email: demeo.sharon@epa.gov. 
Brian Campbell Comment on SouthCoast Wind Farm Offshore Converter Station #1 BOEM 
Renewable Energy Lease Area OCS-A 0521, Atlantic Ocean, MA, MA0006018 
https://www.epa.gov/ma/draft-permit-southcoast-wind-farm-offshore-converter-station-1-
boem-renewable-energy-lease-area 

The high cost of offshore wind will impose a regressive tax on low- and 

middle-income consumers. As economist Jonathan Lesser pointed out in 

the New York Post last year, the electricity to be produced from two of the 

projects being slated for New York waters – Empire Wind and Sunrise Wind – 

will cost about $100 per megawatt-hour. That’s high-priced juice, 

particularly when you consider that the average cost of wholesale 

electricity in New York in 2019, according to the New York Independent 

System Operator, was about $33, a record low. 

In a separate piece, for Real Clear Energy in September, Lesser noted 

that the initial price of juice from the Southfork Wind Project, to be built off 

the coast of Long Island, starts at a whopping $160 per megawatt-hour, or 

roughly five times the average wholesale price in New York. Lesser 

concluded that offshore wind means “higher-priced electricity for 

consumers and businesses – and fewer dollars to spend or invest.” 

The cost of offshore wind isn’t limited to higher electricity prices. Several 

East Coast states have pledged big subsidies in the form of 

infrastructure. New York state has pledged $200 million in tax dollars to 

make port improvements for offshore wind. 

Finally, the environmental impacts and dangers to navigation posed by 

offshore wind cannot be ignored. Indeed, the number of offshore platforms 

mailto:briancam2470@gmail.com
mailto:Demeo.Sharon@epa.gov
mailto:demeo.sharon@epa.gov
https://www.epa.gov/ma/draft-permit-southcoast-wind-farm-offshore-converter-station-1-boem-renewable-energy-lease-area
https://www.epa.gov/ma/draft-permit-southcoast-wind-farm-offshore-converter-station-1-boem-renewable-energy-lease-area
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnypost.com%2F2020%2F07%2F30%2Foffshore-wind-power-vast-boondoggle-that-ny-can-no-longer-afford%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cdemeo.sharon%40epa.gov%7C30017702eb704e14374d08dcf153fab9%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C638650591197526008%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Vp0Z9se5JLDhyOOjW0dWGzQS5PGqKlH92La0dMeiaXY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnypost.com%2F2020%2F07%2F30%2Foffshore-wind-power-vast-boondoggle-that-ny-can-no-longer-afford%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cdemeo.sharon%40epa.gov%7C30017702eb704e14374d08dcf153fab9%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C638650591197526008%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Vp0Z9se5JLDhyOOjW0dWGzQS5PGqKlH92La0dMeiaXY%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nyiso.com%2Fdocuments%2F20142%2F2223020%2F2020-Power-Trends-Report.pdf%2Fdd91ce25-11fe-a14f-52c8-f1a9bd9085c2&data=05%7C02%7Cdemeo.sharon%40epa.gov%7C30017702eb704e14374d08dcf153fab9%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C638650591197547231%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=srNKEcpZnXZxNCWHLa3Gxr15gzLgmaGL207OQsNH%2FlE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nyiso.com%2Fdocuments%2F20142%2F2223020%2F2020-Power-Trends-Report.pdf%2Fdd91ce25-11fe-a14f-52c8-f1a9bd9085c2&data=05%7C02%7Cdemeo.sharon%40epa.gov%7C30017702eb704e14374d08dcf153fab9%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C638650591197547231%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=srNKEcpZnXZxNCWHLa3Gxr15gzLgmaGL207OQsNH%2FlE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.realclearenergy.org%2Farticles%2F2020%2F09%2F23%2Fhot_air_and_the_offshore_wind_industry_578328.html&data=05%7C02%7Cdemeo.sharon%40epa.gov%7C30017702eb704e14374d08dcf153fab9%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C638650591197562055%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=iMAfso0nxtbO1vgIxrY64%2B6fWKEQtCVYxM%2Bo%2BG59cHs%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.realclearenergy.org%2Farticles%2F2020%2F09%2F23%2Fhot_air_and_the_offshore_wind_industry_578328.html&data=05%7C02%7Cdemeo.sharon%40epa.gov%7C30017702eb704e14374d08dcf153fab9%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C638650591197562055%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=iMAfso0nxtbO1vgIxrY64%2B6fWKEQtCVYxM%2Bo%2BG59cHs%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gao.gov%2Fassets%2F720%2F711076.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Cdemeo.sharon%40epa.gov%7C30017702eb704e14374d08dcf153fab9%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C638650591197575977%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=am0RIOJIl2AGSM9%2F80Uv7sFEIvSIhE6%2Fgyxqhx%2B3JjQ%3D&reserved=0


 

   

 

being proposed for wind energy production boggles the imagination. 

Today, the global hydrocarbon sector operates about 6,000 offshore oil and 

gas platforms. If the EU follows through with its plans to install 300 

gigawatts, it would require – assuming each turbine is 10 megawatts – 

installing 30,000 offshore platforms in European waters. Thus, Europe’s 

offshore wind industry, by itself, could soon have five times as many 

offshore platforms as the entire global oil and gas sector.  Brian 

Campbell  Chelmsford MA 
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