
Region 8 Technical Assistance



R8 WaterTA Team

Tamara Barbakova - WaterTA Coordinator​
barbakova.tamara@epa.gov

Darrel Williams - EFC Project Officer
williams.darrel@epa.gov

Kenley Stone - CW Infrastructure Specialist​
stone.kenley@epa.gov

Bryce Faliskie - DW Infrastructure Specialist​
faliskie.bryce@epa.gov
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Many 
communities 
face water 
infrastructure 
challenges
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What is Water Technical Assistance (WaterTA)?

Mission: Identify communities and systems with water challenges and 
ensure support is available to all in need.

• Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL) invested over $50 billion in water infrastructure
• No cost to applicant!
• TA options for SRF eligible & non-eligible communities
• Focus on disadvantaged and underserved communities, communities that have 

never accessed SRF funding, and communities that are not currently receiving 
equivalent TA

Result: More communities with applications for federal funding, quality water 
infrastructure, and reliable water services
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EPA WaterTA 
Supports 

Communities to: 

Identify water challenges

Plan for solutions

Build technical, financial, managerial capacity

Develop application materials to access water 
infrastructure funding

Increase community engagement
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EPA WaterTA 
Approach

• Targeted: Focused on disadvantaged and 
underserved communities as well as those 
that may struggle to access funding.

• Proactive: Shift burden away from 
disadvantaged and underserved communities 
– we go to them!

• Community-centered: Meet communities 
where they are by building trust, adjusting to 
their needs, and being culturally competent.



What can WaterTA do?

Planning &
 Assessment

Project 
Development

Funding & 
Financing

Partnerships & 
Engagement

• Plan Development 
& Coordination

• Studies & 
Assessments

• Asset 
Management

• Preliminary 
Engineering 
Reports

• Lead Service Line 
Inventories

• Environmental 
Reviews 

• Decision Maker & 
Board Education

• Water System 
Partnerships

• Capacity Building

• Financial Planning

• Identifying Funding 
Options

• Application Support



Who is Eligible to Receive WaterTA?

Eligible
• Local governments/communities
• Drinking Water utilities/systems
• Wastewater utilities/systems
• Stormwater utilities/systems
• States, tribes, territories
• Non-governmental organizations (in pursuit of Clean Water State Revolving 

Fund [SRF] financing)

Ineligible
• Federal facilities
• Individuals/Individual households
• Private Drinking Water systems (state dependent)



Request WaterTA Assistance

Water Technical Assistance (WaterTA) Request Form –
https://www.epa.gov/water-infrastructure/forms/water-technical-assistance-request-form

Submit Request 
Form

EPA Reviews 
Request

EPA connects 
community with 

potential TA 
provider

https://www.epa.gov/water-infrastructure/forms/water-technical-assistance-request-form
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EPA works with national and regional providers that are experts in
 water & community support

WaterTA Providers

National EFCs

RCAP
US Water 
Alliance

Moonshot 
Missions

EPIC

Region 8 EFC

NRWA



Request 
Assistance

• WaterTA 
Online 
Request Form

Get Connected 
with TA Provider

• EPA, states, 
and TA 
providers 
coordinate to 
respond to 
community 
requests

Engage with TA 
Provider

• Assess and 
create a plan 
to solve your 
water 
challenges

Apply for 
Funding

• Develop and 
submit an 
application for 
federal 
funding
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What's Next?

https://www.epa.gov/water-infrastructure/forms/water-technical-assistance-request-form
https://www.epa.gov/water-infrastructure/forms/water-technical-assistance-request-form
https://www.epa.gov/water-infrastructure/forms/water-technical-assistance-request-form


State Specific Funding Sources
https://efcnetwork.org/resources/funding-tables/
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Additional TA Programs

In addition to assistance provided by EPA Office of Water, multiple TA 
programs are available from:

• Office of Environmental Justice and External Civil Rights (OEJECR)

• Office of Land and Emergency Management (OLEM)

• Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations (OCIR)

• Office of Research and Development (ORD)

• The US Department of Agriculture (USDA), the Indian Health Service 
(IHS), and the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) also 
offer robust TA programs.

https://www.epa.gov/aboutepa/about-office-environmental-justice-and-external-civil-rights
https://www.epa.gov/aboutepa/about-office-land-and-emergency-management
https://www.epa.gov/aboutepa/about-office-congressional-and-intergovernmental-relations-ocir
https://www.epa.gov/aboutepa/about-office-research-and-development-ord
https://www.usda.gov/
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Questions about WaterTA?
Tamara Barbakova - WaterTA Coordinator​

barbakova.tamara@epa.gov

Darrel Williams - EFC Project Officer
williams.darrel@epa.gov

Kenley Stone - CW Infrastructure Specialist​
stone.kenley@epa.gov

Bryce Faliskie - DW Infrastructure Specialist​
faliskie.bryce@epa.gov

mailto:barbakova.tamara@epa.gov
mailto:williams.darrel@epa.gov
mailto:stone.kenley@epa.gov
mailto:faliskie.bryce@epa.gov


Learn more or request assistance at
www.epa.gov/WaterTA



Summary of Dedicated BIL Funding

$20+ billion - drinking water

$15 billion - lead pipe replacement

$12+ billion - clean water

$1.8 billion - protecting regional waters

$135 million - additional water improvements



BIL Funding: DW



BIL Funding: CW
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