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What is Safer Choice? 

Finding products that are safer for children, school 
staff, and the environment should be easy—that’s 
why EPA created the Safer Choice label. When you 
see a product with the Safer Choice label, it means 
that every ingredient in the product has been 
evaluated by EPA scientists. EPA’s Safer Choice 
program helps school purchasers and consumers 
identify cleaning and other products that contain 
ingredients that are safer for people and the 
environment. 

Presidential Innovation Award for Environmental Educators 

• Current and previous winners 
• Frequent questions 
• Application requirements and forms 

The Presidential Innovation Award for Environmental Educators recognizes outstanding kindergarten through 
grade 12 teachers who employ innovative approaches to environmental education and use the environment as 
a context for learning for their students. Up to two teachers from each of EPA's 10 regions, from different states, 
will be selected to receive this award. The White House Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ), in partnership 
with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) administers this award to honor, support and encourage 
educators who incorporate environmental education in their classrooms and teaching methods. 

About the Award 

• Teacher awardees will receive a Presidential award plaque and an award of up to $2,500 to be used to 
further the recipient's professional development in environmental education. Teacher awardees will also 
receive a congratulatory letter from a senior official from EPA and/or the White House. 

https://www.epa.gov/education/presidential-innovation-award-environmental-educators-piaee-winners
https://www.epa.gov/education/frequent-questions-about-presidential-innovation-award-environmental-educators
https://www.epa.gov/education/application-requirements-and-form-presidential-innovation-award-environmental-educators


• The teacher's local education agency will also receive an award of up to $2,500 to fund environmental 
educational activities and programs (and not for construction costs, general expenses, salaries, 
bonuses, or other administrative expenses). 

• Winners may be invited to Washington, D.C., for an award presentation ceremony. 

Eligibility Requirements 

To be eligible for the Presidential Innovation Award for Environmental Educators, teachers must meet the 
following eligibility requirements. 

• Teach K-12 on a full-time basis in a public school that is operated by a local education 
agency, 1 including schools funded by the Bureau of Indian Education; 

• Hold a current teaching license from the state (or valid reciprocity from the state for a license from 
another state); 

• Have a minimum of 5 years of K-12 teaching experience, including at least 3 years of teaching 
environmental education and/or an environment-based curriculum; 

• Anticipate a classroom teaching assignment involving environmental education for the upcoming school 
year; 

• Be a citizen of the United States, its territories or possessions, or lawfully admitted to the United States 
for permanent residency; 2 and 

• Has not been a recipient of this award in the past 5 years. 

Notes: 
1 For this program, a local education agency is one as defined by section 198 of the Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act of 1965 (now codified at 20 U.S.C. 7801(26)). 
2 The U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services defines lawful permanent residency as any person not a citizen 
of the United States who is residing in the United States under legally recognized and lawfully recorded 
permanent residence as an immigrant, also known as "Permanent Resident Alien," "Resident Alien Permit 
Holder," and "Green Card Holder." 

Selection Criteria 

Teachers must have an outstanding record of teaching. Each of the factors below is meant to illustrate the 
applicant's record of teaching. Applicants will be judged by the responses to the questions in each of these five 
factors, as well as their sample teaching materials and letters of support. 

Innovation (25 points) 

• How does the teacher make learning about the environment unique, fun and exciting for his or her 
students? For example, does the teacher using experiential or place-based learning in ways that go 
above and beyond the practices of other teachers? Please be sure to demonstrate or exemplify this in 
the sample teaching materials. 

• How does the teacher tailor his/her teaching methods to the needs of his/her student population? 
• How does the teacher use any of the following topics as a basis to teach about environmental 

sustainability: 
o climate change; 
o environmental justice; 
o water infrastructure; 
o lead in drinking water; 
o reducing food waste in school cafeterias; 
o environmentally-friendly agricultural practices; 
o reducing and preventing human contributions to ocean litter; 

https://www.epa.gov/education/presidential-innovation-award-environmental-educators#Notes
https://www.epa.gov/education/presidential-innovation-award-environmental-educators#Notes


o school gardens; 
o recycling; or 
o using STEM to teach environmental education. 

Achievement (15 points) 

• What positive changes has the teacher seen in students’ academic achievement and behavior or 
attitude because of their participating in the teacher’s environmental education program? 

Service to the Community and Underserved Populations (20 points) 

Many schools are part of communities that are considered minority, indigenous, low-income and underserved 
populations. Communities and their schools may also be located in places that are heavily impacted by 
environmental pollution. While your community and school may or may not be considered one that is impacted, 
please answer the following: 

• How does the teacher extend environmental education beyond the classroom? Are the teacher’s 
students participating beyond the classroom in environmental, conservation, or earth science 
extracurricular or community based-projects and activities? 

• How does the teacher inspire the surrounding community, including parents/guardians and members of 
the community, to participate in environmental education activities? 

Leadership (15 points) 

• How does the teacher serve as a model for students and teachers with his/her approaches to teaching 
about the environment? 

Integration (10 points) 

• How does the teacher help to integrate environmental education into the broader school curriculum or 
coordinate environmental education with other teachers and academic subjects? 

Sample Teaching Materials (10 points) 

Letters of Support (5 points) 

Judging Process 

Applications will be reviewed according to the EPA Region in which the teacher's school is located by a panel 
composed of internal and/or external reviewers. The panel will rank the applications according to how well they 
meet or exceed the criteria and make recommendations to EPA and CEQ. 

During the review period, teachers may be asked to provide additional information or documentation to verify 
their eligibility, such as proof of a minimum of 5 years employment as a teacher with their local education 
agency and 3 years of teaching environmental education and/or environment-based curriculum. The teacher's 
response to the request for additional information must be received within 14 days from the date the request is 
sent; if the information is not received by that date, the application will not be considered further. 

Disclaimer 

EPA reserves the right to reject all applications in one or more of the EPA regions and to make no awards in 
those region(s) under this announcement. In addition, EPA reserves the right to make fewer than two awards in 
one or more regions. If EPA decides to make fewer than two awards in one or more regions, it will do so in a 



manner that does not prejudice any applicant or affect the basis upon which the applicants were evaluated or 
selected for award and maintains the integrity of the competition and the evaluation and selection process. 

How to Apply 

Application period is OPEN from October 15, 2024, to January 15, 2025. For complete details on application 
requirements for the current awards cycle, please review the application process and application packet 
provided below. 

President's Environmental Youth Award 

Read about current and past PEYA winning projects 

Your student's project could be an award winner! Encourage your students with an existing environmental 
stewardship project or an idea for a project to apply so that their achievements can be further recognized. 
Applicants from all 50 states as well as U.S. territories are eligible to compete for a national Presidential award. 

History and Basic Information about the President's Environmental Youth Award 

The President’s Environmental Youth Award (PEYA) recognizes outstanding environmental stewardship 
projects developed by K-12 youth. The PEYA program promotes awareness of our nation's natural resources 
and encourages positive community involvement. Since 1971, the President of the United States has joined with 
EPA to recognize young people for protecting our nation's air, water, land, and ecology. It is one of the most 
important ways EPA and the Administration demonstrate commitment to environmental stewardship efforts 
created and conducted by our nation's youth. 

Each year the PEYA program honors a wide variety of projects developed by young students, school classes 
and clubs, youth camps, and youth organizations to promote environmental awareness and action in schools 
and communities. Thousands of young people from all 50 states and the U.S. territories have submitted projects 
to EPA for consideration. Winning projects in the past have demonstrated impact in schools and communities in 
a wide range of subject areas. Participation in the PEYA program is frequently a life-changing experience for 
many of the young people and their project sponsors. 

How the Program Works 

PEYA applicants compete in two award categories — Grades K-5 and Grades 6-12 — each with distinct 
evaluation criteria. The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has ten regional offices across the country. 
The PEYA awards panel may select up to one winner in each age group, based on the evaluation criteria in 
Section 6. Applicants are welcome to include youth across multiple grade levels; however, the application will be 
categorized based on the applicant with the highest grade level. For example, if one applicant group consists of 
two 4th graders, one 3rd grader and one 6th grader, the application will be evaluated in the Grade 6-12 category. 

Each award-winning project will receive a Presidential plaque. The sponsors of all qualified, non-winning 
applicants will receive EPA acknowledgement of the applicant's efforts to protect human health and the 
environment. 

How to Apply for the National Award Program 

Step 1: Confirm Competition Eligibility 

• Project is completed while the applicant(s) is in kindergarten through 12th grade. 
• Applicant(s) is a citizen of the United States or its territories or has been lawfully admitted for permanent 

residency. Applicant also resides in a U.S. state, territory, or tribal land. 

https://www.epa.gov/education/presidents-environmental-youth-award-peya-winners


• Project is sponsored by at least one adult 21 years of age or older. See below for more information 
regarding sponsors. 

• Project started during the 2024 calendar year and had activity during the 2024 calendar year. A project 
initiated prior to 2024 is also eligible for consideration as long as the project had activity during the 
2024 calendar year. 

• Project must include an environmental stewardship component as defined below. 

Supporting Materials 

Applicants are encouraged to submit photographs, newspaper articles, and other supporting materials if they 
provide a more comprehensive view of the project. 

Step 2: How to Apply 

Application period is OPEN from October 15, 2024, to January 15, 2025. Each applicant or team of 
applicants applying for PEYA must be represented by at least one sponsor who submits the application to EPA 
and serves as EPA’s point of contact for the application. The application form and all application materials 
should be typed, but there are no defined font or spacing requirements as long as materials are legible. 

1. DOWNLOAD THE APPLICATION: Download the PEYA Application Guide (pdf) (494.41 
KB) and PEYA Application Form (pdf) (347.93 KB) . 

2. CONFIRM ELIGIBILITY: Applicant sponsor/co-sponsor confirms that applicants meet all eligibility 
requirements by completing the Eligibility Self-Screen Checklist located in the application guide. 

3. PREPARE APPLICATION FORM: Applicant sponsor/co-sponsor completes pages 1-4 of the PEYA 
Application Form. Applicant sponsor/co-sponsor supports grade 6-12 applicants by gathering project 
information written by the applicants. Applicant sponsor/co-sponsor supports grade K-5 applicants by 
helping the applicants to write and gather project information. Excess pages submitted beyond the 
limits stated below will not be considered. Carefully consider inclusion of web links that clearly support 
the project description and/or supplementary information in conveying how the project achieved 
applicable review criteria as reviewers will not click on more than 5-6 web links per application. Note 
also that we cannot accept links to file share drives or social media accounts. 

a. PROJECT TITLE: Identify the name of the project title on the Application Form. Please ensure 
that the project title is accurate as the project title will be used in program materials, including 
plaques, certificates, and letters of acknowledgement. The project title cannot be changed after 
application submission. 

b. APPLICANTS BY NAME AND GRADE LEVEL: The sponsor/co-sponsor(s) are responsible for 
identifying the name and grade level of each applicant. It is very important that the applicant 
names are accurate as the names provided on the application form will be inscribed on all 
materials, including certificates, letters of acknowledgement award plaques, and in program 
materials. Applicant names cannot be changed after application submission. 

c. PROJECT SUMMARY: The Project Summary, up to 300 words, is intended to describe the 
project’s purpose and goals and identify the results achieved. Space for the Project Summary is 
provided on page 4 of the Application Form. 

d. DETAILED PROJECT DESCRIPTION: Grade 6-12 applicants are required to provide a more 
detailed description of the project preferably organized by each of the evaluation criteria in 
Section 6: How Applicants are Judged. Grade K-5 applicants are encouraged to have written, 
with the assistance of the sponsor/co-sponsor(s), a description of the project. The Project 
Description must be no more than 5 pages or 5 slides. 

e. SUPPORTING MATERIALS: Applicants may submit up to 5 additional pages of optional 
supporting materials; for example, photographs, newspaper articles, or other information to 
provide a more comprehensive view of the project. Accompanying videos may be submitted, 
although applicants must provide a web link to where the videos can be viewed online. Please 
DO NOT send video files by email; video files sent by email will not be reviewed. 

https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2024-10/2025_peya_application-guide.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2024-10/2025_peya_application-form.pdf


4. SIGN AND DATE APPLICATION: Sponsor/co-sponsor must sign and date page 4 of the PEYA 
Application Form. Signatures must be electronic; typing in the sponsor’s name does not fulfill the 
application requirements. Page 4 of the PEYA Application Form can be submitted as a separate file if 
needed. 

5. COLLECT PARENT-SIGNED FORMS: Sponsor/co-sponsor collects signed and dated Consent for 
PEYA Student Works Forms and the PEYA Permission Form from each applicant’s parent/guardian. 
Please review the forms carefully to ensure that signatures by the parent/adult are electronic. Typing in 
the parent/adult’s name does not fulfill the application requirements. 

6. COMPLETE THE PRE-SUBMISSION CHECKLIST: Sponsor/co-sponsor completes the pre-submission 
checklist. 

7. SUBMIT THE APPLICATION BY JANUARY 15, 2025: See instructions below for submitting an 
application. 

Step 3: Submit the Application 

• To protect the online privacy of student applicants, applicant sponsor/co-sponsor gathers and submits 
application materials. 

• Application materials are submitted electronically (email) by sponsors. 

Judging Criteria 

Applications determined eligible and complete are evaluated by a PEYA awards panel. The panel members 
review and evaluate each application based on the criteria. There are separate evaluation criteria for K-5 and 6-
12 applications. A maximum of 100 points can be awarded to a given application. 

Evaluation criteria for PEYA applications from K-5th grade students 
Evaluation Criteria Points 

Youth-Driven Initiative: 

15
points • How did the applicant(s) come up with the idea for the project? 

• How did the K-5 youth applicants take ownership of the project from the creation and 
supporting implementation of the project? 

Environmental Stewardship* and Impact: 

• How did the project demonstrate and address environmental stewardship? 
30
points • How did the applicant(s) identify the environmental need for this project? 

• What were the short- or long-term environmental benefits or outcomes of the project? 
• What is the status of this project; is it completed or in-progress? If in-progress, please share 

completed components and ongoing efforts. 
Achieving Project Goals:
Winning projects may address environmental stewardship* in a variety of areas. 

• How did the project specifically address environmental stewardship in one or more of the focus 
areas of the competition, which are: 

o Agricultural practices; 
15 
points o Climate change; 

o Environmental justice; 
o Food waste; 
o Lead in drinking water; 
o Recycling; 
o School garden; 



Evaluation criteria for PEYA applications from K-5th grade students 
Evaluation Criteria Points 

o Sustainability; 
o Using STEM in environmental education; 
o Water infrastructure; 
o Water quality and/or litter within waterways. 

• If the project did not address one or more of the above competition focus areas, how did the 
project address environmental stewardship related to one or more other areas? 

• Is evidence provided to demonstrate that the project achieved the goals in relation to the 
environmental stewardship* focus area indicated (example: descriptions, images, videos, 
student work, etc.)? 

Community Involvement: 
15 

• To what extent did the project involve others in the school or community? Please describe how points 
others were engaged in the project initiative(s). 

Project Creativity and/or Innovation: 
15 
points 

• How did the applicant(s) use creative and/or innovative approaches for the project? 
Project Approach: 

10
points • To what extent does the application tell a complete and detailed story about the project? 

• Did the applicant(s) show evidence of having a thought-out approach to solving the problem 
based on research, observations and/or discussion with the school/community? 

100
points 

Evaluation criteria for PEYA applications from 6th-12th grade students 
Evaluation Criteria Points 

Total 

Youth-Driven Initiative: 

• How did the applicant support and give justification behind why they developed their project? 15
points To what extent did the project demonstrate a direct connection to the applicant’s initiative(s)? 

• How did the 6-12 youth applicants take ownership in the project from creation, leading, and 
driving implementation of the project? The driving force for the project must be the 
applicant(s), not the sponsor/co-sponsor. 

Environmental Need and Appropriateness: 

• How did the applicant(s) identify the environmental need for this project? 20 
• How did the project demonstrate and address a clear environmental need? points 
• Did the project demonstrate appropriateness and thoughtful consideration for the community in 

which it was performed 
Environmental Stewardship* and Impact: 

• How did the project demonstrate and address environmental stewardship? 15 
• What were the short- or long-term environmental benefits or outcomes of the project? points 
• What is the status of this project; is it completed or in-progress? If in-progress, please share 

completed components and ongoing efforts. 
Achieving Project Goals:
Winning projects may address environmental stewardship in a variety of areas. 

15 
points • How did the project specifically address environmental stewardship in one or more of the focus 

areas of the competition, which are: 



Evaluation criteria for PEYA applications from 6th-12th grade students 
Evaluation Criteria Points 

o Agricultural practices; 
o Climate change; 
o Environmental justice; 
o Food waste 
o Lead in drinking water 
o Recycling 
o School Garden 
o Sustainability 
o Using STEM in environmental education. 
o Water infrastructure; 
o Water quality and/or litter within waterways 

• If the project did not address one or more of the above competition focus areas, how did the 
project address environmental stewardship relate to one or more other areas? 

• Is evidence provided to demonstrate that the project achieved the goals in relation to the 
environmental stewardship focus area indicated (example: descriptions, images, videos, 
student work, etc.)? 

Community Involvement: 

15
points • To what extent did the project positively involve others in the community? Please describe how 

others were engaged in the project initiative(s). 
• What community resources, expertise, leadership, or publicity did the applicant(s) use? 

Project Creativity and Innovation: 
10 
points 

• How did the applicant(s) use creative and/or innovative approaches for the project? 
Soundness of Approach, Rationale, and Scientific Design: 

• Does the project application demonstrate a clear problem, sound justification for selected 
initiative, and approach for addressing environmental topic? If so, please describe. 

• Did the applicant(s) show evidence of having a thought-out approach to solving the problem 10 
points based on research, observations and/or discussion with the school/community? 

Please note that project activities should highlight environmental stewardship* and community 
involvement. Individual research projects that do not include a focus on environmental stewardship nor 
involvement of others are not likely to meet the evaluation criteria 

100
points Total 

*Definition: “Environmental Stewardship” is voluntary commitment, behavior, and action that results in 
environmental protection or improvement, or conservation of our natural resources. Stewardship refers to an 
acceptance of personal responsibility for actions to improve environmental quality and to achieve conservation 
outcomes. Stewardship involves lifestyles and business practices, initiatives and actions that enhance the state 
of the environment and natural resources. Some examples are: 

• living or conducting business in such a way as to minimize or eliminate pollution at its source; 
• using natural resources efficiently; 
• decreasing the use of hazardous chemicals; 
• recycling wastes effectively; and 
• conserving or restoring soil, forests, prairies, wetlands, rivers, and parks. 



Stewardship can be practiced by individuals, groups, schools, organizations, companies, communities, and 
state and local governments. 

Recognition of Winners 

Each year, EPA gives a Presidential plaque to the national award winners. Awardees will also be invited to a 
ceremony in which the awards are distributed to the winning projects. 

Project Sponsors 

Each applicant or group of applicants applying for PEYA must be represented by at least one sponsor who is a 
teacher or other education professional. An exception to this rule can be made for home-schooled applicants 
with no interaction with formal educators or youth development clubs, in which case the teacher sponsor can be 
a parent. 

Who can be a sponsor? 

All sponsors/co-sponsors must be at least 21 years old and may be a parent, teacher, youth group adviser, 
summer camp counselor, community leader, or other interested individual. If the primary sponsor is not a 
teacher or education professional, the application must also have a co-sponsor who is a teacher or 
education professional (exception for home-schooled applicants). 

Typically, sponsors/co-sponsors are individuals who have offered advice and guidance throughout the project 
to: 

• Support the student(s) in developing a well-thought-out project. 
• Aid the student(s) in project implementation. 
• Foster work between other groups and individuals in the community and the student(s). sponsors/co-

sponsors. 
• Certify that the project was completed by all student(s) by signing and dating the PEYA Application 

Form. 
• Gather forms and other application materials and submit the application to EPA. 
• Serve as the primary point of contact for EPA correspondence regarding the application. 

For K-5 applicants, sponsors/co-sponsors also typically complete the application form and assist in preparing 
the project detailed description and any supporting information. Questions about the roles of teacher(s) or 
sponsor/co-sponsor(s) should be directed to PEYA@epa.gov. 

Please note: Sponsors/co-sponsors are responsible for managing all correspondence with EPA including 
application submission, submitting questions, and all other communication. To protect the online privacy of 
student applicants, EPA will not respond to inquiries submitted by student applicants. All 
communications must be sent by the adult sponsors/co-sponsors 

Resources for Sponsors 

• EPA Teacher Resources 
• Healthy School Environments 
• Protect the Environment in Your Community 

Frequently Asked Questions 

Does the teacher / primary sponsor need to be a teacher from the applicant's school? 

mailto:PEYA@epa.gov
https://www.epa.gov/students/lesson-plans-teacher-guides-and-online-environmental-resources-educators
https://www.epa.gov/schools
https://www.epa.gov/community-revitalization


The teacher sponsor can be any educational professional who can certify the project was completed by the 
student(s) and who may be or have been involved with the project. Educational professionals can be formal 
educators but also informal educators such as scout leaders, camp counselors, youth club leaders, tutors, 
etc. For home-schooled applicants with no interaction with formal educators or youth development clubs, the 
teacher sponsor can be a parent. 

Does an application need to have a co-sponsor? 

An application does not need to have a co-sponsor. However, the application's primary sponsor should be a 
teacher or other education professional unless the student is home-schooled and has no interaction with any 
formal educators or youth development leaders who can certify the project. 

What is the role of a co-sponsor? 

A co-sponsor is typically another teacher or informal educator or may be someone in the community who has 
provided guidance on the project. A co-sponsor supports the primary sponsor in gathering and/or preparing 
application materials and application correspondence. 

Can a team consist of students from multiple schools? 

A team can consist of students from multiple schools. However, one school and one teacher sponsor from that 
school should serve as the "lead" school for the application, or the primary sponsor is an informal educator such 
as a scout leader. 

Is there a team size limit? 

There is no defined team size limit. However, because all applicants under 18 at the time of application need 
two forms signed by a parent or guardian, we recommend that careful consideration be given to the effort 
required to collect and submit these forms. Large teams may choose to list as applicants the student(s) who led 
the project and, if selected as the winner, other students are invited as their guests. 

I live in one state, but my project took place in another. Which EPA Region will review my application? 

Applicants compete by the EPA Region which covers their U.S. state or territory of residence. So, it is important 
that the applicant's U.S. state or territory of residence is clear in either the application form or from the project 
description. 

Who will receive updates about an application's progress? 

A confirmation email will be sent when the application is received. All correspondence will be addressed to the 
sponsor(s) named in the application. In the event a student or other person not indicated as a sponsor submits 
the application, future correspondence will regardless be with the sponsor(s) named in the application. When 
inquiring about an application, please indicate the project name in the subject line and not student name(s). 

How are awards distributed? 

Awards, which include plaques and certificates, are distributed to the winning students at an awards ceremony 
held during the summer. If students will not be present at the award ceremony, awards are mailed to the 
primary sponsor indicated on the application. This is typically the teacher sponsor. For this reason, it is critical to 
have an accurate mailing address for the primary sponsor. 

Are there any tips for submitting application files? 

Name key application files using a combination of project name and also what the file is (application form, 
detailed description, supplementary information). When submitting an application, indicate the project name in 



the subject line and not student name(s). For applications with numerous files, such as team applications with 
numerous parent forms, we recommend listing attachments in the body of the email to ensure all were 
received. Parent forms: If submitting multiple forms as separate files, indicate whether permission slip or media 
release form or both and also name file using student initials and project name. Please ensure that parent forms 
name the student, print the parent name, and are dated. 

Additional questions about the program should be sent to peya@epa.gov. 

Reducing food waste presents opportunities to: 

• Address climate change; 
• Increase food security, productivity and economic efficiency; and 
• Conserve energy and other resources. 

In the U.S., 30 to 40 percent of the food supply is never eaten, wasting the resources used to produce it and 
creating many environmental impacts. Food waste is the single most common material landfilled and incinerated 
in the U.S. 

More than 85 percent of greenhouse gas emissions from landfilled food waste result from activities prior to 
disposal, including production, transport, processing, and distribution. In order to reduce these emissions, we 
need to prevent food waste from being generated in the first place. 

• Individuals and Communities: If you are an individual, learn how to prevent wasted food at home. 
Communities can learn how to help households with the Food: Too Good to Waste Toolkit. 

• Businesses and Organizations: If you are a business, you can begin by measuring your food waste, 
and then taking action to reduce it. Consider joining the U.S. Food Loss and Waste Champions. Check 
out EPA’s tools for preventing and diverting wasted food and resources in our Model Recycling Toolkit. 

• Faith Organizations: If you are a faith organization, take a look at our Food Stewards Toolkit. 

mailto:peya@epa.gov
https://www.epa.gov/recycle/preventing-wasted-food-home
https://www.epa.gov/sustainable-management-food/food-too-good-waste-implementation-guide-and-toolkit
https://www.usda.gov/foodlossandwaste/champions
https://www.epa.gov/sustainable-management-food/tools-preventing-and-diverting-wasted-food
https://www.epa.gov/circulareconomy/model-recycling-program-toolkit
https://www.epa.gov/sustainable-management-food/food-stewards


The Origins of EPA 

The American conversation about protecting the environment began in the 1960s. Rachel Carson had 
published her attack on the indiscriminate use of pesticides, Silent Spring, in 1962. Concern about air and 
water pollution had spread in the wake of disasters. An offshore oil rig in California fouled beaches with 
millions of gallons of spilled oil. Near Cleveland, Ohio, the Cuyahoga River, choking with chemical 
contaminants, had spontaneously burst into flames. Astronauts had begun photographing the Earth from 
space, heightening awareness that the Earth’s resources are finite. 

In early 1970, as a result of heightened public concerns about deteriorating city air, natural areas littered with 
debris, and urban water supplies contaminated with dangerous impurities, President Richard Nixon presented 
the House and Senate a groundbreaking 37-point message on the environment. These points included: 

• requesting four billion dollars for the improvement of water treatment facilities; 
• asking for national air quality standards and stringent guidelines to lower motor vehicle emissions; 
• launching federally-funded research to reduce automobile pollution; 
• ordering a clean-up of federal facilities that had fouled air and water; 
• seeking legislation to end the dumping of wastes into the Great Lakes; 
• proposing a tax on lead additives in gasoline; 
• forwarding to Congress a plan to tighten safeguards on the seaborne transportation of oil; and 
• approving a National Contingency Plan for the treatment of oil spills. 

Around the same time, President Nixon also created a council in part to consider how to organize federal 
government programs designed to reduce pollution, so that those programs could efficiently address the goals 
laid out in his message on the environment. Following the council’s recommendations, the president sent to 
Congress a plan to consolidate many environmental responsibilities of the federal government under one 
agency, a new Environmental Protection Agency. This reorganization would permit response to environmental 
problems in a manner beyond the previous capability of government pollution control programs: 

• The EPA would have the capacity to do research on important pollutants irrespective of the media in 
which they appear, and on the impact of these pollutants on the total environment. 

• Both by itself and together with other agencies, the EPA would monitor the condition of the 
environment--biological as well as physical. 

• With these data, the EPA would be able to establish quantitative "environmental baselines"--critical for 
efforts to measure adequately the success or failure of pollution abatement efforts. 

• The EPA would be able--in concert with the states--to set and enforce standards for air and water 
quality and for individual pollutants. 

• Industries seeking to minimize the adverse impact of their activities on the environment would be 
assured of consistent standards covering the full range of their waste disposal problems. 

• As states developed and expanded their own pollution control programs, they would be able to look to 
one agency to support their efforts with financial and technical assistance and training. 

After conducting hearings during that summer, the House and Senate approved the proposal. The agency’s 
first Administrator, William Ruckelshaus, took the oath of office on December 4, 1970. 
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DISCLAIMER 

Staff Contacts 
Sustainable Management of Food: Stephen 
Sturdivant, sturdivant.stephen@epa.gov, 214 
665-6673 

Sustainable Materials Management: Deanna Debose, 
debose.deanna@epa.gov, 214 665-6461 

Safer Choice and Pollution Prevention,: Melanie Lillard, 
lillard.melanie@epa.gov, 214 665-7588 

Lead Based Paint: Mikeal Adams, adams.mikeal@epa.gov, 214 665-6711 

Integrated Pest Management: Charles Hooper, 
hooper.charles@epa.gov, 214 665-7349 

Pollution Prevention and Source Reduction Assistance Grant Programs: 
Stephanie Cheaney, Cheaney.stephanie@epa.gov, 214 665-8057 

Radon, Asbestos, and Indoor Air Quality: George Brozowski, 
brozowski.george@epa.gov, 214 665-8541 

Groundwater: Scott Ellinger, ellinger.scott@epa.gov, 214 665-8408 

Drinking Water: Maggie Kinney, kinney.margaret@epa.gov, 214 665-8569 

Trash Free Waters: Andrew Kuehm, kuehm.andrew@epa.gov, 214 
665-6734, and Huy Vu, vu.huy@epa.gov, 214 665-7338 

PCBs: Harry Shah, shah.harry@epa.gov, 214 665-6457 

WaterSense: Adam Weece, weece.adam@epa.gov, 214 665-2264 

Environmental Education: Alexandra Olson, 
Olson.alexandra@epa.gov, 214 665-8506 

Sustainable Materials Management and Disposal of Batteries; Jessica 
Miller, miller.jessica@epa.gov, 214 665-6563 

In our next issue, the January 2025 Region 6 Healthy Schools 
Newsletter will feature Radon Month and National Pesticide 
Safety Education Month. 

Healthy Schools is published by the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency Region 6 - South Central in Dallas, Texas. 
Region 6 includes the states of Arkansas, Louisiana, New 
Mexico, Oklahoma, and Texas as well as 66 Tribes. For 
general information about Healthy Schools, to provide 
feedback on this newsletter or suggestions for future 
topics, or to be added or removed from the distribution list, 
please contact Cathy Gilmore, Senior Environmental 
Employee for Healthy Schools at Gilmore.cathy@epa.gov. 

This page may provide links to non-EPA web sites that 
provide additional information about topics that may be 
of interest to schools and school districts. EPA cannot 
attest to the accuracy of information on any non-EPA page. 
Providing links to a non-EPA web site is not an 
endorsement of any non-government website, company, 
or application; nor does EPA recommend membership in, 
donations to or commercial sales from non- government 
organizations. Also, be aware that the privacy protection 
provided on the EPA.gov domain (see Privacy and Security Notice) 
may not be available at the external link. 
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