


   
 

   
 

• Plan strategically for new investment to revitalize economically distressed neighborhoods. 
• Design local zoning and related policies and infrastructure to better prepare for and adapt to climate change.  
• Identify strategies to grow their outdoor recreation economy and revitalize their main streets. 
• Promote local food industries to spur revitalization and improve healthy eating choices. 
• Assess economic vulnerability to climate change and develop economic resilience.  
• Plan for resilience to natural disasters. 

ONGOING/UPCOMING REVIEWS FOR FY2024: 

By the end of FY25, OCR anticipates engaging at least 77 communities across the United States, through the following programs: 

• Recreation Economy for Rural Communities: 25 communities strengthening their main streets and recreational assets.  
• Sustainable Communities Accelerator Network: 30 communities implementing local actions through peer learning cohort. 
• Building Blocks for Sustainable Communities: 12 communities pursuing development strategies that expand upon existing 

Brownfields efforts and advance clean air, clean water, equitable development and other local goals.  
• 10 additional communities reached through focused community assistance projects. 

OCR will also continue to strengthen existing community-based partnerships with DOE, DOT, GSA and other federal agencies. 

KEY EXTERNAL STAKEHOLDERS: 

☐ Congress ☐ Industry  ☒States ☒ Tribes ☐ Media ☒ Other Federal Agency 
☒ NGO  ☒ Local Governments  ☒ Public 

MOVING FORWARD:  

Recent EPA investments in communities have greatly expanded local communities’ capacity to develop and implement durable, 
multi-media solutions to environmental and health challenges.  However, despite this success, many communities will still 
require sustained support. Ongoing disaster risk and an increasing need to adapt to climate change will leave communities 
challenged in efforts to plan for, manage and implement land use strategies in more comprehensive, environmentally 
responsible ways.   

For FY26 and beyond, OCR has proposed a National Center for Community Environmental Design and Planning (NCCEDP) that 
will help institutionalize the progress recent investments have achieved.  The new proposed Center is an agency-wide resource 
to connect the dots between EPA regions, NPMs, and local communities – to sustain the benefits for communities over time and 
support communities as they figure out what comes next.  

 


