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ISSUE SUMMARY: GLYPHOSATE

Glyphosate, the active ingredient in the widely known weed killer “Roundup,” is a leading agricultural and residential
pesticide sold in the U.S. The carcinogenic potential of glyphosate, particularly with respect to non-Hodgkin
lymphoma, has been the subject of ongoing scientific debate within the academic community and among industry
and environmental groups, driven in part by the 2015 conclusion of the International Agency for Research on Cancer
(IARC) that glyphosate is “probably carcinogenic to humans.” EPA’s current analysis of glyphosate’s cancer potential
considered a large amount of information from epidemiological studies, laboratory animal bioassays, and genotoxicity
studies. The most recent analyses—including EPA’s independent pesticide peer-review panel and by the National
Cancer Institute’s Agricultural Health Study, which is one of the largest and longest studies of farmers and their families
in the world that evaluates a wide-range of health outcomes—found no association between glyphosate and the
incidence of solid tumors or lymphoid malignancies, including non-Hodgkin lymphoma and its subtypes. In 2017, based
on the totality of the data available to the Agency, EPA concluded that the strongest scientific support was for a cancer
classification of “not likely to be carcinogenic to humans.” This finding is in line with findings of most national
regulatory entities and many other international organizations.

In January 2020, EPA issued its Interim Registration Review Decision (ID) for glyphosate, concluding that glyphosate
presents no risks to human health and reaffirming it is unlikely to cause cancer when used in accordance with its
current label. As a part of EPA’s Endangered Species Act (ESA) consultation process with the Fish and Wildlife Service
and the National Marine Fisheries Service (the Services), EPA released the final Biological Evaluation (BE) for
glyphosate on November 12, 2021. The BE found that glyphosate is “likely to adversely affect” 1,676 listed species
and 759 critical habitats. EPA is currently in consultation with the Services for glyphosate.

Two groups of petitioners filed petitions for review of the glyphosate ID in the Ninth Circuit on March 20, 2020.
Together these petitions challenged EPA’s analysis of the human health and ecological risks and benefits of
glyphosate, the interim risk mitigation measures identified in the ID, and alleged that EPA violated the ESA. On June
17, 2022, the Ninth Circuit vacated the human health portion of the glyphosate ID. The court also held that the
glyphosate ID triggered ESA obligations. The court granted EPA’s request for voluntary remand, without vacatur, of
the ecological portion of the ID but imposed an October 1, 2022, deadline for EPA to issue a new ecological portion.
Due to EPA not being able to make this timeline, EPA determined that withdrawal of the glyphosate ID was
appropriate in consideration of the Ninth Circuit’s decision and withdrew it on September 21, 2022. Until a new
interim or final registration review decision is published, and any necessary mitigations are implemented through
label changes, glyphosate remains registered as-is.

UPCOMING MILESTONES:

There are no upcoming review actions for glyphosate in 2025. Registration review is ongoing.

BACKGROUND:

e Although the glyphosate ID has been withdrawn, that does not mean that EPA’s underlying scientific findings

regarding glyphosate, including its finding that glyphosate is not likely to be carcinogenic to humans, are either
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incorrect or cannot be used as support for a future decision following reconsideration in accordance with the
court’s decision.

e The Agency intends to revisit and better explain its evaluation of the carcinogenic potential of glyphosate and
revisit its ecological risk assessment and benefits assessment, in accordance with the court’s decision, before
issuing a Final Registration Review Decision scheduled in 2026.
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MOVING FORWARD:

EPA intends to complete ESA consultation and respond to a 2018 administrative petition regarding glyphosate
residues on oats before issuing a final registration review decision for glyphosate. For the human health portion of
the decision, EPA intends to revisit and better explain its carcinogenic finding. EPA also intends to address the
ecological issues for which it sought remand of the now withdrawn ID. EPA is also reviewing two administrative
petitions received in 2023 and 2024 requesting cancelation of glyphosate registrations.
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