


   
 

   
 

• Some diseases can be spread by airborne transmission of the virus indoors. EPA’s guidance addresses 
straightforward steps that can be taken to reduce airborne transmission of viruses and infectious diseases like 
COVID-19. 

• Improving IAQ by increasing ventilation can result in increased work performance, reduced absenteeism, and 
reduced illness. Measures to increase ventilation can be highly cost effective, with substantial net benefits. 
Estimates of the US economic costs associated with adverse health and productivity effects of poor IAQ fall between 
$13.2 and $32.1 billion annually.  

• Internationally, indoor air pollution from unvented biomass cooking and heating results in 3.2M premature deaths 
annually – 2.2M from exposure indoors. About 2% of global CO2 emissions come from household energy use, -- on 
par with CO2 emissions from aviation or shipping.  
 

External Engagement: 
• EPA’s Indoor Air Quality website is among the most visited EPA websites and is continuously updated to reflect 

emerging and evolving issues important to the public and public health. 
• A wide array of external stakeholders rely heavily on EPA’s IAQ guidance.  
• EPA’s indoor air technical expertise is highly regarded and frequently requested. 
• Coordination with key Federal agencies -- HUD, DOE, HHS (CDC, NIH, NHLBI, NIOSH), DoED, USAID, NIST, industry, 

non-profit health, public health, building, and environmental organizations and other stakeholders is ongoing. 
 

Major challenges, concerns, and sensitivities: 
• While general awareness of the importance of healthy indoor air grew significantly during the COVID-19 pandemic, 

insufficient public awareness of IAQ remains a key challenge; not often recognized as a top concern for the public. 
• Some stakeholders (e.g., tenants) have limited control over their indoor environments at home and/or at work. For 

those stakeholders, some mitigation measures to reduce exposure to indoor contaminants are not attainable. 
• Some effective interventions to reduce exposure to indoor contaminants, such as radon mitigation, higher efficiency 

air filters, or portable air cleaners, are often not currently within the financial reach of some stakeholders. 
• Wildfire smoke and water damage from hurricanes, floods and other natural disasters can result in widespread 

degradation of IAQ with limited public resources to address the problem. 
• The lack of a large federal or private sector investment in IAQ and public health presents a challenge.  

ONGOING/UPCOMING REVIEWS FOR FY2025: 

• Implement new Radon Credentialing Criteria to help align and encourage consistency across radon industry 
credentialing programs.  

• Oversee new grants and technical assistance to improve school IAQ and reduce greenhouse gas emissions, with a 
focus on schools serving low income, disadvantaged and Tribal communities. 

• Manage a grant competition to enhance wildfire smoke preparedness in community buildings that serve the public, 
and that serve disadvantaged communities or vulnerable populations.  

• Launch Version 2 of the Indoor airPLUS Program (IAP), a voluntary partnership and labeling program that provides 
builders with an opportunity to earn home certification for enhanced IAQ features.  

KEY EXTERNAL STAKEHOLDERS: 

☒ Congress ☒ Industry  ☒States ☒ Tribes ☒ Media ☒ Other Federal Agency 
☒ NGO  ☒ Local Governments  ☒ Public 

MOVING FORWARD:  

IED will continue to work to meet increased public interest in and scientific understanding of the importance of indoor 
air quality where Americans live, work and learn.  


