


   
 

   
 

• On the U.S side, the expansion of the existing International Treatment Plant (ITP) owned and managed by 
the IBWC was the highest priority project in this binational commitment (expansion from 25mgd to 
50mgd). 

• On the Mexico side, the construction of a new 18mgd wastewater treatment plant (aka San Antonio de los 
Buenos or SAB plant) was identified as the highest priority project. 

• EPA completed the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) environmental review process in June 2023.   
• As part of the ITP expansion assessments, the IBWC identified an additional $105M 

needed to rehabilitate the plant prior to expansion and an additional $620M to expand 
the plant from 25mgd to 50mgd. 

• Despite the significant funding shortfall, EPA and IBWC proceeded with the design and 
construction in a phased approach, so that additional expansion components could be 
phased-in based on future funding appropriations.  

• The FY24 budget appropriated an additional $103M to IBWC; much of this will be allocated towards the 
expansion and construction of public works at the ITP. 

• EPA and USIBWC finalized an Interagency Agreement in January 2024 to allow the transfer of USMCA funds 
to USIBWC for the design and construction of the ITP expansion project. 

KEY EXTERNAL STAKEHOLDERS: 

☒ Congress ☐ Industry  ☐States ☐ Tribes ☒ Media ☒ Other Federal Agency 
☒ NGO  ☒ Local Governments  ☒ Public 

MOVING FORWARD:  

• The IBWC is the lead on the ITP expansion project and awarded a Progressive Design-Build contract in 
August 2024 (construction of the ITP expansion may take 3-4 years). 

• Mexico expects to finish construction of the new 18mgd SAB plant by the end of 2024. 
• EPA expects to obligate ~$290M in USMCA funding to the IBWC in the fall, 2024. 
• Ongoing sewage flows from Mexico via SAB coastal discharges and the Tijuana River continue to impact 

beach closures in San Diego County, particularly in Imperial Beach.  

 
Region 9 point of contact: Tomás Torres, Water Division Director 


