


   
 

   
 

Concerns include acid mine drainage impacts on water quality and the potential risk of uncontrolled mine water 
releases. In addition, the magnitude, risk, complexity, and costs associated with addressing the abandoned mine 
universe require a collaborative effort between federal, state, and tribal governmental agencies, industry, and 
environmental organizations. We anticipate continued congressional and press interest on hardrock mining 
issues. 

MOVING FORWARD:  

EPA, through the Office of Mountains, Deserts and Plains, works with other EPA offices, other federal agencies, 
states, tribes, and other stakeholders to address abandoned Western hardrock mine sites. The office advocates 
innovative scientific, technical, and programmatic-based approaches to facilitate timely, effective, and efficient 
cleanup and reuse of these sites. The office also coordinates efforts with pertinent EPA headquarters and 
regional offices, states, non-governmental organizations, and other stakeholders to remove barriers to Good 
Samaritan or voluntary cleanups of hardrock AML sites.  

EPA plans to continue leveraging federal efforts to develop a comprehensive site inventory, to prioritize sites for 
characterization and cleanup and to identify or implement effective and efficient cleanup technologies. The 
federal agencies will continue to work with state and tribal counterparts to develop inventories of AML sites on 
their lands; develop efficient, and effective characterization techniques and cleanup approaches; and share 
information, educate, and manage cleanup expectations about AML sites located in highly mineralized mining 
districts and watersheds across the country. EPA will continue its efforts to streamline the process and allow for 
the reuse and re-mining of AML sites, waste piles and mine-influenced water to recover valuable metals and 
critical minerals and offset some cleanup costs. 

LEAD OFFICE/REGION: OLEM 

OTHER KEY OFFICES/REGIONS: OW, OECA, ALL 10 REGIONS WITH EMPHASIS ON REGIONS 6 - 10 
 
 

 

 


