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On May 8, 2024, EPA finalized changes to the CCR regulations for inactive surface impoundments at inactive electric 
utilities, referred to as "legacy CCR surface impoundments," and areas at regulated CCR facilities where CCR was 
disposed of or managed on land outside of regulated units at CCR facilities, referred to as “CCR management units.” 
These new regulations are also driven by the record, which clearly demonstrates that regulating legacy CCR surface 
impoundments will have significant public health and environmental benefits. This is because legacy CCR surface 
impoundments are more likely to be unlined and unmonitored, making them more prone to leaks and structural 
problems than units at utilities that are currently in service.  

 

KEY EXTERNAL STAKEHOLDERS: 

☒ Congress  ☒ Industry  ☒States ☒ Tribes ☒ Media ☒ Other Federal Agency 
☒ NGO  ☒ Local Government  ☐ Other:      

Some external stakeholders are concerned with implementation of the rule. The issues that are likely to be most 
significant in the coming months relate to the requirements that will force the closure of surface impoundments and 
issues related to how such closures must be conducted. Other industry, beneficial use, and environmental groups 
are interested in how the rule affects the beneficial use of CCR (e.g., in concrete, agricultural uses, wallboard). 

The NGO community, especially the environmental justice community, is most concerned with the effect existing 
and new CCR units have on surrounding communities (notably groundwater contamination, but also other issues 
such as truck traffic and wastewater discharges at disposal units). They are also concerned about the impacts of 
inappropriately managed “beneficial use” of CCR. The U.S. Civil Rights Commission conducted an investigation of 
whether the CCR rule adequately protects environmental justice communities and issued a report in September 
2016, (with which EPA substantially disagrees) concluding that it does not.  

MOVING FORWARD:  

Taking final action on the CCR Federal Permit rule and initiating implementation of that program. As of now, we 
believe EPA will permit about 30% of the surface impoundment universe.  

Further action may need to be taken on other pending proposals (e.g. re-proposal of the beneficial use definition 
and CCR piles issues or take final action on certain closure related issues). 

Continuing to support the development of state permit programs will be a priority. The states look to us for 
guidance on how to develop their CCR programs and how to properly assemble their state application. 

LEAD OFFICE/REGION: OLEM    OTHER KEY OFFICES/REGIONS: OW, OECA, 
      OGC, OCIR, REGIONS 3, 4, 5 


