


   
 

   
 

• Concerns about lead exposure, particularly for children.  Major sources are drinking water due to older lead service 
lines that convey water from the mains in the street into homes (compilation of lead service line inventories and 
subsequent replacement programs are essential); and deteriorating lead paint in older homes. 

 
• Climate change-related resiliency at critical water and wastewater infrastructure including addressing combined 

sewer overflows (CSOs) in older cities, which discharge mixture of raw sewage and rainwater during rain events.   
 
• Uncovered finished drinking water reservoirs; the largest is Hillview in NYC (Under a Consent Decree to comply) and 

Newark, Passaic Valley Water Commission and Trenton who all lack firm deadlines for compliance. 
 
• Emerging Contaminants, notably PFAS, 1-4 dioxane and ethylene oxide.  R2 is working with states, Indian nations, 

local governments, and communities to understand impacts on drinking water, surface water, air, and soil. NY and 
NJ were two of the first states to develop and implement regulations for PFAS (NY and NJ) and 1,4-dioxane (NY) in 
drinking water, prior to EPA's PFAS National Primary Drinking Water Regulation.  

 
• Facilities, including commercial sterilizers, that are sources of excess emissions of ethylene oxide. 

 
• Unsatisfactory air quality, particularly in the NYC and Philadelphia Metropolitan areas; major concerns are ozone 

and diesel-related fine particulates; localized concerns over SO2 and lead occur in PR and elsewhere. 
 

• Growth in offshore wind projects. R2 is the air permitting authority for these highly complex Outer Continental Shelf 
projects and has devoted significant resources to date, with several more projects being proposed. 

 
• Managing an unprecedented number of grants under the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act, the Inflation 

Reduction Act, and under Congressionally Directed Spending. 
 

• Workforce planning, including hiring, employee retention, and succession planning. 

 

 

 


