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Collaboration with the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is essential to controlling nonpoint source pollution 
from farms and other agricultural sources. Through the National Water Quality Initiative, EPA and USDA are 
accelerating adoption of high-impact conservation practices on vulnerable lands using a watershed approach to 
maximize water quality results. The EPA is working alongside state and utility associations, non-governmental 
organizations, federal agencies (including USDA) and other partners through the national Source Water 
Collaborative that supports effective source water protection strategies to reduce and prevent nutrient pollution, 
HABs and cyanotoxins in drinking water sources.  In response to petitions to revise EPA’s NPDES Concentrated 
Animal Feeding Operation (CAFO) regulations, EPA established the Animal Agriculture Water Quality (AAWQ) 
Subcommittee under the Farm, Ranch, and Rural Communities Federal Advisory Committee (FRRCC), with the 
purpose of providing recommendations that will inform the agency's decisions regarding how to improve the 
implementation of NPDES CAFO permitting to more effectively reduce nutrients and other types of water pollutants 
from animal feeding operations.  
 
Under the BIL’s new Gulf Hypoxia Program, EPA is awarding $60 million to the Hypoxia Task Force states, Tribes and 
Task Force partners to assist with implementation of nutrient reduction strategies. Through BIL, the EPA is investing 
$126 million to increase its support for NEPs as they work with 1,600 public and private sector partners, including 
over 100 state agencies and use non-regulatory, outcome-based programs to improve and protect water quality and 
address nutrient pollution. More than a billion dollars in BIL funding has been directed to geographic programs like 
those for the Long Island Sound, Chesapeake Bay, and Puget Sound to address priority concerns including nutrient 
pollution.  EPA’s Gulf of Mexico Division continues to award Farmer to Farmer Cooperative Agreements to fund 
farmer-led projects that improve water quality, habitat and environmental education in the Gulf of Mexico 
watershed.  

Currently, more than 15,700 TMDLs have been established for nutrient-related pollution, primarily by states, for 
more than 11,300 waters. 45 states identified nutrients as a priority for development of TMDLs, advanced 
restoration plans or protection approaches.  

To assist states in establishing protective standards for their waters, in August 2021 EPA published national 
recommended ambient water quality criteria for lakes and reservoirs to address nutrient pollution. These criteria 
represent the latest scientific knowledge of the concentrations of nitrogen and phosphorus that are protective of 
drinking water sources, recreational uses, and aquatic life in lakes and reservoirs. EPA provides direct technical 
assistance through the N-STEPS program (Nutrient Scientific Technical Exchange Partnership & Support) to help 
states, territories, and Tribes develop their own numeric nutrient criteria based on local data.  

As mandated by the 2015 Drinking Water Protection Act, in November 2015, EPA submitted to Congress the Algal 
Toxin Risk Assessment and Management Strategic Plan for Drinking Water. EPA continues to make progress on the 
short- and long-term activities identified in the plan, including a suite of tools for drinking water utilities, state and 
tribal partners to use to effectively implement cyanotoxin monitoring, treatment and risk communication 
approaches; development of factsheets on funding opportunities; and new analytical methods. With this increased 
focus and suite of management tools, drinking water systems are better prepared to manage algal toxin risks in 
drinking water supplies. From 2018-2020, EPA worked with public water systems to implement the first national 
finished drinking water monitoring effort for cyanotoxins under the fourth Unregulated Contaminant Monitoring 
Rule (UCMR 4). Using these and other data, EPA is evaluating how best to manage two of the more common algal 
toxins in drinking water supplies, including through the regulatory determinations process.  
 
The EPA released the FY 2023 – FY 2028 EPA Strategic Plan to Address Harmful Algal Blooms in January 2023 which 
called for the formation of a National HAB Program (NHP) to improve interagency coordination of all HAB related 
activities. The NHP conducts and coordinates these main activities: 1) Promoting Inter- and Intra- Agency 
Coordination and Communication, 2) Implementing a National HAB Monitoring and Forecasting Program, 3) 




