Environmental Priorities for Small Communities 
Aging Infrastructure
A pressing issue that is of critical concern for small communities is the aging infrastructure. Many small communities are faced with old infrastructure, such as water pipes, roads, and bridges. This aging infrastructure poses serious safety hazards and health risks. Federal investments in small communities aids in developing modern infrastructure, attracting businesses, improving transportation, and enhancing local economic opportunities. Investments to upgrade aging infrastructure also reduce maintenance costs and assists with ongoing maintenance for regulatory compliance, freeing up resources for other community needs. 
It should be emphasized that aging infrastructure may not be designed to withstand the onset of extreme weather events. Federal investments to update systems with more resilient materials and technologies can help small communities better cope with these challenges. We encourage EPA to continue the investments to improve infrastructure in local communities. 
Access and Affordability 
Small communities, especially those in rural or marginalized areas, often bear the brunt of environmental degradation, yet have fewer resources to mitigate or adapt to these challenges. Ensuring affordability and access to environmental resources that EPA offers helps level the playing field, allowing all communities to share in the benefits of a healthier environment. 
Small communities often have valuable traditional knowledge and a deep connection to their local environments. By making environmental resources accessible, communities can actively contribute to conservation and sustainability efforts, enhancing the overall effectiveness of environmental policies. 
For environmental protections to be truly effective, they must account for the specific needs and constraints of small communities. If policies are too costly or difficult to implement, small communities may be excluded from efforts that aim to address changes in climate and/or protect biodiversity. Affordability and access ensure that these communities can participate and benefit from such policies. 
Environmental protection measures that are affordable and accessible to small communities can strengthen their resilience to extreme climate related events and environmental disruptions such as hurricanes and floods. Small communities are often stewards of vital natural resources. Supporting their capacity to protect these natural resources through affordable tools and technologies not only helps preserve the environment but also ensures long-term sustainability of the local economy and way of life. 

Technical Assistance
Small communities sometimes lack the expertise, infrastructure, and resources needed to address complex environmental challenges like pollution control, water and waste management, remediation, and cleanups, just to name a few. We encourage EPA to continue its efforts to provide technical assistance to help build local capacity by providing specialized knowledge, training and guidance on securing funding, and tools for effective management to implement environmental protection strategies. 
Many small communities may not have access to the latest green technologies or sustainable practices due to cost or lack of information. Technical assistance can bridge this gap. 
Funding and grant navigation is a reoccurring priority for small communities. Technical assistance can be used to guide these communities in identifying funding opportunities, writing successful grant proposals, and managing financial resources effectively, ensuring that environmental initiatives are adequately supported. Additionally, with the right technical guidance, small communities can better prepare for environmental threats. 
Technical assistance plays a vital role in empowering small communities to protect their environment by providing expertise, customized solutions, access to new technologies, and guidance on securing funding. It enables communities to tackle environmental challenges effectively, in partnership with state and federal agencies, and improve sustainably and build resilience for the future. 

Coordination and Collaboration 
Lastly, federal, state, and local collaboration is essential for the success of small towns in addressing key challenges and fostering growth. Federal funding and programs can provide crucial financial support for local projects. Local governments (especially in small and rural communities) may not have the resources to tackles issues on their own, and federal support helps to bridge the gap. Collaboration from federal agencies can offer technical expertise, best practice, and policy frameworks that help local governments implement effective solutions. Local officials can benefit from federal guidance on complex issues like disaster preparedness, urban planning, and economic development. Collaboration also enables small towns to access federal grants, loans, and other resources they might otherwise miss. 
All in all, federal and local collaboration empowers small towns to overcome challenges, improve quality of life for residents, and build a stronger, more sustainable future. 


