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Political Activities and Federal Employees

The Hatch Act regulates the political activities of executive branch employees, including
the president and vice president. The following table summarizes what EPA employees
can and cannot do based on their appointment.

Political activity means an activity "directed toward the success or failure of a political
party. A candidate for partisan political office or a partisan political group."

Non-career SES,| Career SES,
- Schedule C, |ALJs, Public
B O i PASZ| Title 42, SL/ST, | Health
AD*, GS, other. Officers
PERSONAL (OFF PREMISES AND OFF DUTY)
Express support for or opposition to a political
car?didate v?k?en off dutypp P Yes Yes Yes
Run as a partisan candidate for nomination or
office in a partisan election (with limited No No No
exceptions for those in designated localities)
Have or display campaign signs at home (if not
visible whileptexlleworlfing) ’ ( Yes ves Yes
Solicit and accept contributions for your
campaign in a n%npartisan electiony ves s ves
_Use officia! authority or EPA z_affiliation to NoO NoO NoO
interfere with a partisan election
Encourage or discourage the political activit
of suborginates ’ P ’ e NE NE
Work a phone bank, asking for support or for
individuals to volunteer for a candidate, party, | Yes Yes No
or group
Campaign on behalf of a candidate in a
partispangelection Ve Ve Ne
Be_active on b_ehalf of a candidate at political Yes Yes NoO
rallies or meetings
Attend political rallies and meetings Yes Yes Yes
Contribute money to political organizations Yes Yes Yes
Work in nonpartisan voter registration drives Yes Yes Yes
Work in partisan voter registration drives Yes Yes No
Register and vote Yes Yes Yes
Sign a nominating petition Yes Yes Yes
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Non-career SES,| Career SES,
- .| Schedule C, |ALJs, Public
Type of activity PASZ| Title 42, SL/ST, | Health
AD*, GS, other. Officers
Distribute campaign material in a partisan
election (exclusive of donation information) VEE VEE N
Work as an election judge, poll watcher, clerk, ves. but non-
a worker on election day and receive Yes Yes ’
: partisan only
compensation for that work.
Drive people to polling station on behalf of a Yes Yes NoO
campaign.
So_I|C|t a contribution from a member of your N/A Yes N/A
union
ONDUTY OR IN FEDERAL WORKPLACE (INCLUDING TELEWORK)
Use office time for political activity* I(\gelfl’ No No
-No
Use official space for political activity in Yes; NoO NoO
general IG-No
Use official authority or EPA affiliation to NoO NoO NoO
interfere with a partisan election
Make a donation to a partisan campaign,
candidate, party, or group e NE NE
Express views about current events, policy
issues or election results if views are not tied
. o Yes Yes Yes
to the success or failure of political party,
partisan political group, or partisan candidate
Wear or display items of presidential
candidates in the most recent presidential NoO NoO NoO
election (e.g., shirts, mugs, buttons, signs,
campaign slogans or merchandise)
Engage in activity that shows support or
opposition to political parties or partisan
”» . No No No
political groups (e.g., committee, club, or other
entity affiliated with a political party)
Participate in post-election activities on behalf
of a political party or campaign (e.g., taking
part in challenges, recounts, or other ballot- Yes Yes No
related efforts, or attempting to influence
electors’ votes)
POLITICAL FUNDRAISING
Attend a political fundraiser (off duty only) Yes Yes Yes
Solicit, accept or receive political contributions | No No No

1PAS officials may be permitted de minimis use of government resources after consultation with EPA Ethics.
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on fundraising invitation

Non-career SES,| Career SES,
- Schedule C, |ALJs, Public
* 1 ’
U Cl7 EEIGY PASI| Title 42, SL/ST, | Health
AD*, GS, other. Officers
Accept volunteer political activity services from
subordinates N e e
Plan or organize a political fundraiser when off ves Yes NoO
duty
Sponsor, host or be named as host on an
invitation, or invite others to a political No No No
fundraiser
Serve drinks or check coats or otherwise
assist at a political fundraiser behind-the- Yes Yes No
scenes
Speak at a partisan fundraiser without
appealing for money ves s Mg
Allow only your name to be listed as speaker Yes Yes No

* PAS=Political Appointee Confirmed by the Senate; Schedule C = Political Appointees
Not Confirmed by the Senate; AD= Administratively Determined; SES= Senior Executive
Service. PHS Officers are subject to 45 CFR Part 73 Subpart F, which is most similar to

the career SES/ALJ column.
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