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• EPA Deputy Scientific Integrity Officials have certified the completion of 25 actions to support scientific integrity 
in FY 2023 (exceeding the target of 21) and are on track to complete more than 22 actions by the end of FY 2024. 

BACKGROUND: 

EPA’s Scientific Integrity Program works across the agency to implement EPA’s Scientific Integrity Policy through 
policy documents, outreach to employees (including an agency-wide annual meeting with EPA’s Scientific Integrity 
Official), required scientific integrity training for all new employees, training designed for managers, addressing 
employee scientific integrity concerns, an annual report on scientific integrity, and surveys to all employees to 
evaluate the implementation of the Scientific Integrity Policy and assess the culture of scientific integrity at EPA.  
 

EPA regularly engages its scientific integrity stakeholders by holding regular stakeholder meetings (accessible in 
person and virtually) for both internal and external audiences, by releasing an annual report, and by participating in 
quarterly interagency meetings. EPA has trained thousands of its employees on its Scientific Integrity Policy, 
including over 1,000 EPA managers. A recent internal EPA survey documented that 91% of respondents are familiar 
with EPA’s Scientific Integrity Policy. Additionally, EPA has a 93% completion rate on onboarding training within six 
months of hire. The program has multiple documents for employees to reference as they uphold our culture of 
scientific integrity including Approaches for Expressing and Resolving Differing Scientific Opinions, Best Practices for 
Authorship, and EPA’s Peer Review Handbook. 
 

Since the Policy was enacted in 2012, EPA has received over 500 scientific integrity concerns brought to its attention 
as queries for advice or as allegations of a loss of scientific integrity. If EPA’s Scientific Integrity Official finds that 
there might be a violation of the Policy, the Scientific Integrity Official and Scientific Integrity Committee evaluate 
and investigate the issue. If an allegation is substantiated, the determination and recommendations to safeguard the 
science are communicated to the relevant parties for implementation.  

 

The Scientific Integrity Official is located in ORD and provides agency-wide leadership on scientific integrity. Deputy 
Scientific Integrity Officials are located in each EPA program office and region. These Deputy Scientific Integrity 
Officials, together with the Scientific Integrity Official, compose the Scientific Integrity Committee. 
 
KEY EXTERNAL STAKEHOLDERS: 

☒ Congress ☒ Industry  ☐States ☐ Tribes ☒ Media ☒ Other Federal Agency 
☒ NGO  ☐ Local Government  ☐ Other (Local unions)  
Congress, the media, industry and NGOs follow scientific integrity at EPA very closely. Other federal agencies pay 
attention to EPA’s scientific integrity efforts and EPA’s Scientific Integrity Official has co-chaired multi-agency 
scientific integrity initiatives and currently chairs the OSTP National Science and Technology Committee 
Subcommittee on Scientific Integrity, a position she was appointed to and then elected to for a term ending in 2025.  
 

MOVING FORWARD:  
• Release of EPA’s 2024 Scientific Integrity Policy and new training initiatives 
• Implementation of an agency-wide electronic clearance system for scientific products 
• Continuing research and policy efforts to enhance the culture of scientific integrity at EPA 




