


   
 

   
 

ONGOING/UPCOMING REVIEWS: 

• FY 2025:  Finalize Agreement changes to implement “holistic negotiations”;  
Startup of the Waste Treatment Plant to begin processing of low-activity portions of tank waste;  
Issue three proposed plans soliciting public comment; and 
Renegotiate Tri-Party Agreement major milestones that govern cleanup. 

• FY 2026: Finalize three Records of Decision. 

KEY EXTERNAL STAKEHOLDERS: 

☒ Congress ☐ Industry  ☒States ☒ Tribes ☒ Media ☒ Other Federal Agency 
☒ NGO  ☒ Local Governments  ☒ Public 

MOVING FORWARD:  

 

• In January 2019, DOE updated its estimated cost to complete Hanford cleanup from $107 billion (2016 estimate) to a 
range of $323 - $677 billion, and the time to complete cleanup was extended to 2095. The largest contributor to the 
increased cost estimate is the tank waste cleanup, for which Ecology is the lead regulator through its Dangerous 
Waste Program. 

• The Tri-Parties completed “holistic negotiations” to revise schedules and work requirements associated with 
underground tank closure and waste treatment. The results of the negotiation will be implemented via changes to a 
consent decree between DOE and Washington State and via changes to the Tri-Party Agreement. The Tri-Parties are 
considering the comments received during the public comment period and during Tribal Consultation before 
finalizing consent decree and then the Tri-Party Agreement. 

• Significant issues remain regarding waste classification and applicable RCRA land disposal restriction treatment 
standards associated with high-level mixed tank waste. 

• The tank waste mission will require additional funding in order to implement and comply with the negotiated 
agreements.  

• There is significant cleanup work left for soil and groundwater under CERCLA. Without an increase in the total 
Hanford budget, DOE will continue to shift funding from this important Hanford cleanup mission and DOE will miss 
or attempt to renegotiate CERCLA milestones. 

• EPA is committed to safe and efficient cleanup at Hanford and will continue to work with DOE, Ecology, and the 
federally recognized Tribes (Yakama, Umatilla, and Nez Perce) to find further innovations. 
 

LEAD OFFICE/REGION: REGION 10 SEMD AND LCARD  OTHER KEY OFFICE: FFRRO, FFEO, ORC 

 

 



   
 

 
 

 
 


