U.S. Departmer  *Justice

Civil Rights Division

Federal Coordination and Compliance Section-NWB
950) Pennsylvania Ave, NW
Washington, DC 20530

APR 27 20
RS

Mr. Rafael Deleon, Director, Office of Civil Rights
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Mail Code 1201A

Washington, D.C. 20460

Re: Perry County, Alabama
Dear Mr. DeLeon:

Enclosed for your review is correspondence received by the Federal Coordination and

Compliance Section of the Civil Rights Division, U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ) from
h of Perryville, AL. |l eges thar the dumping of coal ash in Perry
County has created health hazards that are having a discriminatory impact on African Americans.

The matter does not appear to be within the jurisdiction of our office. However, because
B - o 11plaint raises the issue of the environmental impact of dumping coal ash, it falls
within the jurisdiction of your office and, therefore, we are referring it to you for appropriate
disposition. We have referred || I 2!legations about voting misconduct and the energy
assistance programs to the appropriate offices. The writer has been notified of the referrals.

Please keep us apprised of this matter. Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

AQleqr.

Deeana Jang
Chief
Federal Coordination and Compliance Section
Civil Rights Division

Enclosures

cc: Ms. Lisa Garcia, Associate Assistant Administrator for Environmental Justice, EPA




Biography

Burkville, Alabama 36752

has a long history working for pesitive change. For 5 years she coordinated
workforce development programs with US Steel in Gary, Indiana and in Martinsville, Virginia and
Macon, Georgia, Following those successes, she was emploved with both Georgia and Alabama
Legal Services Programs as a project coordinator, paralegal and trainer of new attorneys.

was a regular lecturer at the Walter F. George Schocl of Law and under the supervision
of attorneys, she specialized in administrative and disability law.

eft Georgia Legal Services to become & labor organizer, working with the United
Flectrical Workers, United Auto Workers and the Alabama AFL-CIO. Assigned 1o the southeast,
‘negotiated contracts, organized new units and lobbied on local, state and federal leve!s,

She specialized in setiling agreements between employees and industry that satisfied both
parties.

'moved to Alabama in 1990 while working with the United Electrical Workers. Despite her
pten 1o “roll” with the union, she fell in ove with Lowndes County, Alabama and set down roots. In
2001 founded a nonprofit statewide consumer education and advocacy organization calied
Alabama Watch and through her obbying efforts at the Alabama State Legislature helped get the
Baby Douglas bili passed, sicpped legisiation that took righis away from nursing home
residents, and helped pass Alabama’'s new Landiord Tenant laws, She is a member of the

. Alabama Legislative Task Force on the Open Records Task Force helped with the new Open

Meetings Act, and serves as & lobbyist and consultant to environmental and community
organizations.

In 2006, I icined WidLaw, a nonprofit environmental law firm based in Monigomery,
Alabama. She currently heads up the Algbama Crganizing effort, and works with cornmunity

groups on environmental lssues. She teaches citizen advocacy and has continued her work with
the Alabama State Legislature.

is one of the founders of Lowndes Citizens United for Action, and Blackbelt Citizens
Fighting for Health and Justice (Perry County),and currenily serves as Technical Advisor.  She

writes and publishes a community column _arried in four Black Belt weekly
newspaiers, and operaies a rural art and civii rights history center calle

where s annual community event, the Alabama Okra Festival is held on the last gaturday

in August.
She enjoys gardening, reading and taking care of her 2 dogs. who

has one son
is an educator and small businessman in Union, Kenfucky, a daughter- in- law, who is
employed as a marketing execulive with Procior & Gamble, and two grandgchildren, and
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\. Burkville, Alabama 36752

December 3, 2010

To: Lisa P. Jackson, USEPA Administrator

Gwen Keyes Fleming, Region 4 Administrator

Tom Perez, Atiorney General's Office for Civil Rights

Crystal Brown, Counse! Office of the Assistant Attorney General
Daria Neal, Deputy Chief Civil Rights Division at US Dept of Justice

T w0 —, the matriarch of a Black family. T've lived in Alabama for NN
years, and I reside in Lowndes County, home of 45 of the 54 miles between Seima and

Montgomery, in Alabama’s Black Belt. it’s where the 1905 Voting Rights March took
place. The area is named for the soil, but it is also the home of the greatest concentrations of
African Americans in the state. It’s the poorest region in the state. It's the region that
produced Coretta Scott King, Jimmie Lee Jackson and other heroes of the Civil Rights
Movement. Its people died for the right to vote, and for freedom.

1 was proud to be the first person in Alabama to publicly endorse President Barack Obama
for President, and I support him today. We had high hopes for environmental change, but it
seems slow in coming and hasn’t had any positive effect yet.

So it is particularly sad that Alabama’s Black Beli 1s a magnet for environmental racism.

While white supremacy and segregaiion were somewhat overthrown, oppression still exists,
zlong with a huge divide between rich and poor.

Is oppression by Blacks against Blacks any different than oppression of white on Black?

This is the ugly little secret nobody wants to discuss, and it is one that has held the people of
Alabama’s Black Belt under the gun for years.

In 1996, President Clinion designated US Highway 80 the US Civil Rights {rail. I live right
off that road. A few months later, it was announced that a huge regional landfill would be
built on the road. Iled the 10-year fight to stop that dump. It became a national struggle,
and we ultimately won. That’s how 1 became involved with envircnmental justice, Now I
amn the community organizing coordinator for WildLaw, a nonprofit environmental law firm
with a national reputation. But this letter 18 from me personally, not from WildLaw.

Yoting Problems

There is no protection. Absentee voting can make up 25% of the vote, and the racket is
perpetraied by local probate judges with no oversight. In Primary elections, voters are ofien
handed a ballot without being able to ask for 2 Republican or Democratic ballot. There ig
little privacy at many polis, and law enforcement is often ignorant of voting laws. Poll
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