AUG 08 2011

Return Receipt Requested In Replv Refer To:

Certified Mail* SN EPA File No. 05RAD-10-R6

Harvev. LA 7005('

Re: Dismissal without prejudice of Administrative Complaint

o

This letter concerns the administrative complaint you tiled on February 22. 2010. with
the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Office of Civil Rights (OCR) against the
Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality (LDEQ). regarding LDEQ’s oversight of the
cleanup of the in Harvey. Louisiana. Your complaint alleges that LDEQ
discriminated against the African American. disabled. and elderly individuals in the Harvey
community. by failing to enforce the regulations to ensure proper clean up of radioactive
material on the By letter to you dated July 23. 2010. EPA accepted for
investigation your allegations of race and disability discrimination. and referred your allegation
of age discrimination to the Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service (FMCS) for mediation.
However. because FMCS was not able to resolve the age allegation. it was referred back to EPA
for investigation. This letter is to notify you that based on recent information obtained from
LDEQ. EPA is dismissing this complaint without prejudice.

On January 14.2011. LDEQ informed OCR that it has not vet deemed the clean-up of the
B0 p cte. By email correspondence dated May 26.2011. LDEQ indicated that
whiie no remediation activitics are currentiy occurring at thg _DEQ is stili
reviewing the sampling data, and has requested additional information from Radiation Technical
Services regarding the Technologically Enhanced and Naturally Occurring Radioactive Materials
(TENORM) levels at the [jjjiliforoperty. Furthermore. LDEQ estimates that. completion of the
review and issuance of the release is three to four months. However, this is contingent on the
consultant’s responses. results of the site visit. and whether additional remediation activities are
required at the site. Based on this information. OCR has determined that the allegations in this
complaint are not yet ripe for review.

OCR’s standard practice is to dismiss without prejudice administrative complaints that
are not yet ripe for review. Because the clean-up activities are not yet complete and the issue of
whether LDEQ failed to enforce the regulations to ensure proper clean up of the il property








