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~ December 1, 2009 o - -

United States Department of Justice o o
Civil Rights Division S ¢ S TR
Coordination and Review Section - NWB s

9530 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW

Washingtoti, D.C. 20530

RE: Title V1 — Enyironmental Justice Complaint — Executive Order 12898
No respouse to written Environmentz! Justice Complaint
Urban Renewal Development a i IEINNESNNSISIERNSEES  1om, Oregon

Neighbors of Highland Neighborhood and I are requesting a review on an urgent Title VI
- Bavironmental Justice issue for the following reasons:

1) The City of Salem never responded to a complaint made against Title VI
Environmental Justice issues dated June 22, 2009 related to the urban renewal
development property located at [N S ', Cregon-

2) The City of Salem did not deliver the Urban Renewal Project that was
presented by the City of Salem staff at public hearings in 2004, Neighbors were told they
“Wwere going to get an urban repewal project with mixed use commercial/residential
housing to replace the residences taken by the City of Salem through eminent domain.
What they got in 2009 was a purely commercial development inside a residential
neighborhood with no residences to replace what was taken. ’

3) The high volume traffic, noise, light, and air pollution from the
commercial businssses when completed will cause disproportionately high and adverse

impacts to the neighborhood and increased danger to grade school children at the end of
the block.

4y..~  Qnly neighbors within 250 feet were notified of the change from the
original urban renewal project - that oqualed 3 individual residences only and did not
include the apartments Jocated within 250 feet Wmmt
a drive-through) or any of the other residents o
— which are facing disproportionately high and

adverse impacts from the commercial development the City of Salem allowed in place of
what they told neighbors they were going to build.

5) Despite neigbbors’ demands for action for the City to protect the
neighbors, the City has shut the neighbors out of any discussions that would allow them
to participate in the mitigation process to protect the neighbors from these impacts.
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If you just ask the City of Salem for their side of the story only, the neighbors are sure the
City of Salem staff will tell you they have done nothing wrong. The neighbors think |
something is very wrong and that they are being discriminated against because they are
low income-that this why they are signing this Title VI~ Environmental Justice
Complaint. ;

Sincerely,

Salem, OR 97301 '
F (Please leave a message if you are unable to reach me and I'll retum the
cail.) '

c: Sepator Merkley and Representative Schrader
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