
Outreach: Summit Lake Paiute Tribe
Elizabeth Mast, Environmental Specialist II



Background
• Paiute families occupied land in northwest Nevada 

surrounding Summit Lake since time immemorial, 
including the Agai Panina Ticutta, or the “Lake Trout 
Eaters”

• 1913, Summit Lake Indian Reservation was established 
and included 5,000 acres of land.

• 1965, the Tribe was federally recognized.
• Modern reservation is roughly 14,000 acres, 

encompassing Summit Lake. 
• There are no full-time residents  living on the reservation



Background
• Paiute families relied on the fisheries, aquatic resources, and 

vegetation for their way of life.

• Summit Lake is 1 of 2 lakes with a self-sustaining population of 
Lahontan cutthroat trout (LCT), which remain culturally important to 
the Tribe, and a focus of our conservation efforts.



The mission of the Natural Resources Department is to 
promote conservation, protection, and enhancement of Tribal 
natural resources. The Department manages a wide array of 

programs and projects funded through various federal 
agencies. Through these programs and projects, Natural 
Resources staff work to assert the Tribe’s sovereignty in 
protecting the environment and natural resources of the 

Summit Lake Indian Reservation and the Tribe’s traditional 
territory



Outreach Significance
• Tribal youth constitute a large portion of the 
Membership, and outreach can be especially 
impactful for them.
• Great way for our department to share our work 
with the Council and Tribe in a meaningful way.
• Impactful way for our department to learn from the 
Tribe and to connect with them.
• The outreach Event is especially important; some 
Members have never been to the reservation before, 
or this is one of the few events they can travel to the 
reservation for.
• Allows Staff and Tribal Members to connect with 
other agencies: EPA, BIA, USFWS, UNR, and BLM.



Summit Lake Outreach Event



RSVPs



oordinating



Tribal-led activities



NRD Activities: boat rides, sage grouse 
telemetry, scavenger hunt, water 
quality, reptiles, and fish trap 
demonstrations.



Free time
• Fishing
• Spending time at the lake
• Bonfire
• Activity books



Other Outreach: 
Social Media



https://www.summitlaketribe.org/nrd.html

https://www.summitlaketribe.org/nrd.html


Other Outreach: 
UNR Career Fair



Questions?
Elizabeth  Mast, Environmental Specialist II
Summit Lake Paiute Tribe Natural Resources Department
Elizabeth.mast@summitlaketribe.org
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