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Detox Demonstration Plan 

The purpose of this plan is to verify that the process removes the PCBs from mineral oil via dichlorination 
with sodium metal in compliance with the current EPA permit.   

The system will be operated as outlined in the attached Operators Guide. 

The process operates using batches of oil.  Only oil with 3,000 PPM or less PCBs is processed in this system. 
Oils with greater PCB concentrations are sent off-site for disposal in a TSCA permitted hazardous waste 
incinerator. 

Each batch of oil is 1,000 gallons.  For the demonstration, three (3) batches of oil will be processed.  The 
target concentration of oils will be 2,000-3,000 PPM PCBs, near the maximum levels processed.  

Each batch will be tested for PCB content prior to the start of processing using method ASTM Method D-
4059 to verify the PCB levels. 

For the demonstration, after the batch has been processed and determined to be <2 PPM PCB (ASTM 
Method D-4059) additional samples will be collected and sent to an outside laboratory to be tested for PCB 
(SW-846 Method EPA 8082) and total chlorine (SW-846 Method 9075). 

The expected total time to complete the planned demonstration is approximately 3-5 days as the processing 
time for the highest level of PCBs can be significantly longer than the lower concentration batches. 

For the demonstration, all processed batches of oil will be held in a common storage tank until results from 
the outside laboratory verify that the PCBs are <2 PPM. 
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Operator’s Guide 

Removing PCB from Transformer Oils 
with the NaX Process 
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Processing SOP Introduction 

This document is the standard operating procedure for the NaX Process HMI (human-machine 
interface) software. Because there are inherent risks to operating machinery and handling chemicals, 
potential process operators should read and understand this procedure before attempting to treat PCB 
contaminated oil with the NaX Process. 

Process Safety                                            

It is important the Operator begins each day with a safety inspection. This means thoroughly inspecting 
all parts of the process and associated machinery to be sure they are in good working condition. 

Before operating process equipment, the operator should: 

• Inspect all safety guards, including tank and pipe insulation, mixer, and pump shaft guards. If 
any guards are missing or broken, replace or repair immediately. 

• Check all the pipelines and sight glass tubes to make sure they are securely fastened, operating 
properly and in good condition. Immediately replace or repair any defective connections. 

• Keep machine parts clean and free of accumulation oil or oil absorbent material, dirt or debris. 
• Make sure all electrical cabinets are securely closed to prevent electrical shock hazards. 

Never operate any equipment that is not in safe working condition. 

Don’t make a practice of leaning on or resting against equipment. You could be burned. Process tanks 
and associated piping, valves, and other devices can reach temperatures of 250 F. 

Watch for possible causes of accidents and always stay alert. Process safety is a s full time job! 

See the company’s SDS for additional concerns and specific safety practices should follow. 

HMI Conditional Elements 

The process control software (also called the Human Machine Interface or HMI) is designed to inform 
the operator of processing steps, equipment function as well as status of the various processing tanks 
and equipment. These indicators display flow rate, temperature, pressure, on/off status, tank volumes 
and heater operation. 

Equipment icons (pumps, valves, heaters, pressure switches) indicate the ON condition when they 
are colored green. These same process icons indicate the OFF condition when they are colored red. 
All [On] and [Start] buttons indicate ON when a green dot appears on the button. All [Off] or [Stop] 
buttons indicate OFF when a red dot appears on the button. Unless otherwise indicated, close buttons 
remain inactive (i.e. gray) until the operator clicks the [Stop] button or the processing set point value is 
reached. It may be necessary to click on the Stop button to cause the Close button to activate. This is 
required to prevent again until the processing steps are reset by clicking the [Reset Process Steps] 
button located at the bottom of each Processing Menu. 

Tank volumes are displayed in gallons (or tenths of gallons) along with temperature and pressure 
where applicable. These values are typically accurate within 2-3% of scale but should always be 
confirmed with another measurement. In case of volume, the operator has access to totalizing flow 
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meters for PCB oil and water. Many tanks are equipped with sight-gauges. These clear tubes show 
the volume within a particular tank. Temperatures can periodically be confirmed by observing 
thermometers located on heated tanks and cooling lines. By periodically checking HMI display values 
against these measuring devices, the operator can detect any malfunction sensors or devices that 
require recalibration before such devices can cause a problem. 

HMI Process Step Buttons 

Processing Menus are located across the top of the HMI screen. These menus contain menu buttons 
that may open a processing pop-up or an additional processing sub-menu. A pop-up can only be 
opened once at a time. Buttons are white when available and gray when they are locked out. A red dot 
on the menu button indicates the step has been completed. When all the steps on a menu have been 
accomplished, all the menu button dots will be green. These can be reset by clicking that menu’s 
[Reset Steps] button. 

There are four Processing Menus on the HMI screen for the dehalogenation of PCBs in transformer 
oils. The menus are segregated by the area they correspond to (Reactor 1, Reactor 2, and Quench 
Tank) as follows: 

Sodium Processing Menu 

Manual Steps 

Some steps in the Sodium Dispersion Formulation process are performed manually. These steps 
involve initial emptying of the Sodium Mix Tank, loading the tank with sodium bricks, transferring 
dispersion to the Sodium Storage Tank, and finally rinsing the Mix Tank once the sodium dispersion 
has been transferred to the Sodium Storage Tank. 

It is best to start making dispersion as early in the day as possible and let the mixer run as long as 
possible. Longer mix times produce the smallest sodium dispersion particles. Smaller particles 
produce the reagent and the most effective PCB destruction. Typically, the Sodium Mix Tank will 
contain 20 gallons of very dry oil from the Blue Tank prior to making dispersion. This oil is left in the 
tank when not in use to prevent sodium residue from reacting with any air that may get into the tank. 

The Sodium Mix Tank is designed to hold 200 pounds of sodium and 55 gallons of oil. The total 
volume of this mixture is about 100 gallons. The sodium mix tank should already contain 
approximately 20 gallons of very dry oil. As the sodium bricks are loaded in the tank they submerge in 
this oil. The oil prevents the bricks from reacting in the event air enters the tank prior to processing. It 
is important that the bricks be placed as low in the tank as possible so that the minimum amount of oil 
(20 -25 gallons) is needed to cover the bricks. During processing, additional oil is added to the tank to 
prevent overheating. Once a total of 55 gallons of oil has been added to the tank – no matter how 
coarse the dispersion may be – processing cannot continue due to the risk of overheating. This is why 
it is so important to place the bricks at the bottom of the tank when loading. 

Bricks and oil can be added the day before melting the sodium. This will allow the tank to be pre-
heated overnight to 150 F prior to melting. Pre-heating can cut 4 hours off the melting process. 
CAUTION: Do not run mixer when pre-heating. Do not add additional oil if you do not plan to 
complete making dispersion that day or the tank may overheat. 
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Prior to adding sodium brick addition to the Mix Tank, the operators must wear the proper protective 
equipment (PPE). The PPE requirements for this task are specific to the operations performed by the 
operators as follows: 

Tank Loader – Chemical resistant rubber gloves (24 inches in length minimum), nitrile gloves, 
and clear safety glasses. 

Assistant – Nitrile gloves. A bucket of mineral oil (<300 ppm water), and a diaper absorbent 
material to assist cleaning the Sodium Mix Tank and or the Tank Loader’s gloves. 

Procedure 

• Operator – Drain any condensation from the nitrogen gas line filter/dryer prior to making 
sodium dispersion in the Sodium Mix Tank. 

• Operator – There should already be 20 gallons of very dry oil in the sodium mix tank. If the Mix 
Tank is empty, add 20 gallons of very dry oil at this time. 

• Loader – Open the manual vent valve (if closed). Turn on Hi-Flow Nitrogen Purge valve. 
• Loader – Remove lock/bolt securing the Fill Hatch and carefully open the Fill Hatch. LOADER 

MUST HAVE GOOGLES AND A FACE SHIELD IN PLACE FOR THIS OPERATION! 
• Loader – Add 200 lbs. of sodium to the Mix Tank. 

IMPORTANT: Stack the bricks as neatly and as low within the tank as possible so 
that no additional oil is needed to cover the bricks. 

Assistant – Wipe off any sodium residue on loader’s sleeve(s) and hatch seals. As he places 
the bricks into the tank with a sponge that has been dampened (not dripping!) with very dry 
mineral oil, then close and seal the hatch. This procedure must be continued throughout the 
tank loading process. 

• Loader – Latch the Fill Hatch and secure it with a bolt or padlock. 
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HMI Steps 

The following steps for Sodium Dispersion Formulation are controlled by the Operator using the HMI 
processing menus and screens. These steps involve adding mixed oil to the Mix Tank, pre-heating the 
Tank, adding dispersing agents to the Mix Tank, and melting the sodium to form dispersion. 

Before implementing the following software procedures, make sure the appropriate chemical tank 
manual effluent valves and manual nitrogen supply valves are open. Also, make sure the nitrogen 
supply is sufficient to provide tank blanketing and to power pumps during these steps. 

Adding Mix Oil – Procedure 

• Make sure Nitrogen valve supplying support tanks and pumps are open. Open manual valve at 
the bottom of the Mix Oil Tank. Make sure Fill and Vent Valves on Sodium Mix Tank are open. 

• Click on the [Add Mix Oil] button on the Sodium Processing Menu. 
o The Add Mix Oil to Na Mix Tank pop-up window appears. 
o Type in volume to fill or accept default (20 gallons). Keep in mind that you want to use 

the minimum amount of oil necessary to just cover the bricks. 
o Click the [Start] button. 
o Once the default is reached, the filling will be stopped automatically by the PLC 

program. Or, the operator can click the [Stop] button to halt the addition if less-than the 
accepted default amount is to be used because the bricks are well stacked in the 
bottom of the tank. 

o Click on the [Close] button to close the Add Mix Oil pop-up window. 

Tank Pre-Heating – Procedure 

• Click on the [Pre-Heat Na Mix Tank] button on the Sodium Processing Menu. 
o The Pre-Heat Na Mix Tank pop-up window appears. 
o Type in the pre-heat temperature set-point, typically 150 F. 
o Click the [Start] button and leave the window open while Pre-Heat is in progress (even 

if the Tank is to Pre-Heat overnight) so that the heater controls can be quickly accessed 
if necessary. 

o Click on the [Close] button to close the Add Mix Oil pop-up window. 

Adding Mix Oil – to complete transfer of oil to Sodium Mix Tank 

• Make sure Nitrogen valve supplying support tanks and pumps is open. Open manual valve at 
the bottom the Mix Oil Tank. Make sure the Fill and Vent Valves on Sodium Mix Tank are open. 

• Click on the [Add Mix Oil] button on the Sodium Processing Menu. 
o The Add Mix Oil to Na Mix Tank pop-up window appears. 
o Type in volume required (2 gallons). On to two gallons of Mix Oil should be sufficient to 

clean-out the transfer line and make sure all additives are in the Sodium Mix Tank. 
o Click the [Start] button. 
o Once the default is reached, filling will be stopped automatically by the PLC program. 

Or the operator can click the [Stop] button to halt the addition if less-than the accepted 
defaults amount is to be used because the bricks are well stacked in the bottom of the 
tank. 

o Click on the [Close] button to close the Add Mix Oil pop-up window. 
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Melting Sodium 

• Click on the Sodium Mix Tank Mixer icon atop the tank graphic on the HMI screen to turn ON 
the Mix Tank Mixer. (Red indicated the mixer is off. Green indicated the mixer is on.) 

• Click on the [Melt Sodium] button on the Sodium Processing Menu. 
o The Melt Sodium on the Mix Tank pop-up window appears. 
o Type in the temperature set-point. Initially the set Set-Point will be 175 F. 
o Click on the [Shell] button to display the temperature of the Mix Tank Shell. 

▪ As core temperature reaches 175 F, increase the shell set point by 10 F. As the 
next Set-Point is reached, continue increasing the Shell Set-Point by 5-10 F 
increments until the Core reaches 200 F. 

o IMPORTANT! The HMI software uses the displayed temperature to control the 
Shell Heater. Display ONLY the Shell temperature until the Core reaches 200 F to 
prevent overheating of the Mix Tank Shell. 

o Once the core reaches 210 F, TURN HEATER OFF. Residue shell heat and the 
exothermic reaction between the sodium and dispersion additives will complete the 
melt and warm the tank to at least 215-220 F. Watch temperature closely from this 
point on as it can increase quickly once the sodium has melted. IMPORTANT! Keep 
Jacket temp <250 F during heat-up and core temp <225 F at all times. 

Tank Cooling 
Once melt temperature (208-210 F) has been exceeded and the core and jacket reach 
equilibrium temperature, the exothermic reaction between molten sodium and the oil will 
continue to add heat to Mix Tank, even with the heater turned off. Temp must be maintained 
below 225 F, and preferably below 222 F. Adding 0.5 – 1.0 gallons of the MixOil to the Mix 
Tank when the core temperature reaches about 222 F will be sufficient to maintain the 
temperature at an optimal level. Be careful not to add so much cooling oil that the temperature 
drops below 215 F as this may cause the molten sodium to solidify in the tank. 

The bottom section of the pop-up window provides cooling addition controls to regulate Tank 
temperature and prevent overheating. The following instructions pertain to preventing 
overheating of the tank and the controls are located the lower portion of the Melt Na in Mix 
Tank pop-up. 

o Type in the Gallon to Add or accept the default (2 gallons). 

o Click the [Start Add] button to transfer the preset Gallons to Add to the Sodium Mix 
Tank. Adding 0.5 – 1.0 gallons of Mix Oil can cool the tank between 1 and 3 F. 

o The Gals Added counter tracks the gallons of Mix Oil transferred during the current 
addition. It automatically resets when each new transfer is started. 

o Clicking the [Manual Stop] button can be used to stop the oil addition at any time 
during the addition. 

o The Total Gals Added counter keeps track of all Mix Oil additions since the current 
sodium formulation batch was begun. A batch of sodium dispersion will require 55 
gallons of oil during this step. The Gals remaining counter shows the Operator how 
many gallons are yet to be added of the 55 gallons required. 

Monitoring Dispersion Particle Size 
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Before the operator can determine sodium particle size, they should become acquainted with the 
microscope used to measure particle size. The following diagram shows the basic components of the 
compound light microscope used to determine particle size. 

The microscope used for sodium particle size determination is equipped with 5X, 10X, 40X objectives. 
The 40X objective should be used for final particle size determination. The coarse adjustment knob 
should be used to bring the image nearly into focus. The fine adjustment knob is then used to make 
the image viewed in the ocular clear enough to accurately determine particle shape and size. The 
ocular has also been equipped with the measurement scale. See the following figure for details on 
how to use the scale for particle measurements. The diaphragm is outfitted with a light polarizing filter. 
This filter can aid in removing visual clutter from the sample. Such clutter is usually gas bubbles 
created when the sodium particles react with air and have become trapped between the slide and 
cover slide. 

Procedure 

• Each hour for the first two hours of mixing, draw a sample of sodium dispersion from the Mix 
Tank using the Ram Seal sample valve. Thereafter, sampling every 30 minutes is suggested. 

o Allow enough dispersion to flow through the sample port to assure a fresh sample. 
o Catch a drop of sodium dispersion on a glass microscope slide. 
o Add a drop of clean mineral oil on top of the sodium dispersion drop to aid in viewing. 
o Place a cover clip slide over the fluids on the microscope slide. 
o Clip the prepared slide onto the microscope stage and observe the sodium particles. 

▪ If the average particle size is greater than 10um, continue mixing. 
▪ The ideal average particle size is <3 um. 
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Transfer Dispersion to Sodium Storage Tank 

Procedure 

• Drain any condensation from the nitrogen gas line filter/dryer prior to transferring contents of the 
Sodium Mix Tank to the Sodium Storage Tank. 

• Add 110 gallons of very dry, very good quality non-PCB oil to the Sodium Storage Tank. 
• Click on the Sodium Mix Tank Mixer icon atop the tank graphic on the HMI screen to turn OFF 

the Mix Tank Mixer. 
• Transfer the contents of the Sodium Mix Tank to the Sodium Storage Tank as follows. 

o Latch the Fill Hatch and secure it with a bolt or padlock. 
o Close the Mix Tank Vent, Transfer and Low Flow Nitrogen manual valves. 
o Open the High Flow Nitrogen manual valve. 
o When the pressure gauge shows 5 psig, open the the Transfer Valve to allow the Mix 

Tank contents to flow to the Storage Tank. 
o When the transfer is complete the pressure gauge will read nearly zero. Open the vent 

manual valve and close the High Flow Nitrogen manual valve. 
• Add 55 gallons of oil to the Sodium Mix Tank according to the Adding Mix Oil procedure listed 

previously. NOTE: The Mix Oil Addition screen only allows additions up to 30 gallons at a 
time. Therefore, the Operator will have to add 30 gallons followed by an additional 25 
gallons to make up the needed 55 gallons for this step. 

• Click on the Sodium Mix Tank Mixer icon atop the tank graphic on the HMI screen to turn ON 
the Mix Tank Mixer. Allow the tank to mix for 15 minutes to rinse any sodium residue from the 
tank and mixer. 

• Transfer the contents of the Sodium Mix Tank to the Sodium Storage Tank using the procedure 
indicated in the transfer step above. 

• Click the mixer icon atop the Sodium Storage Tank on the HMI screen to turn ON the Sodium 
Storage Tank mixer. 

o Allow no more than 2 minutes of mixing to blend the concentrated sodium dispersion 
with the dilution and clean out oils. 

o Hot dispersion is susceptible to shear shock so do not over mix. Shear shock occurs 
when soft or molten sodium micro particles collide with similar particles creating larger, 
less reactive particles. In extreme cases the larger particles can reach several inches in 
diameter or larger. 

Microscope 
40X = 10 µm 
l0X = 40 µm 

SX = 100 µm 
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o The Sodium Storage Tank now contains 12.85% sodium dispersion ready for use in the 
NaX PCB dehalogenation process. 

• Add 20 gallons of Mix Oil to the Sodium Mix Tank according to the Adding Mix Oil procedure 
listed previously. 

• Purge the Sodium Mix Tank with nitrogen for at least 15 seconds to make positive the headspace 
is inert. 

• Close manual valve at bottom of Mix Oil Tank. Close nitrogen valve supplying support tanks and 
pumps. 

Refilling Sodium Storage Tank 
NOTE: Before proceeding, make sure the Blue Oil Tank has sufficient volume of good quality 
dry (<300 ppm water), non-PCB oil to accomplish the refilling of Sodium Storage Tank, then open 
manual valves. 

Procedure – for refilling the Sodium Storage Tank from the Blue Oil Tank 

• Open the manual valves on the inlet side of the transfer pump beside the Blue Oil Tank. 
• Open the manual valve atop the Sodium Storage Tank on the refill line. 
• Click on the [Refill Na Pro Tanks] button on the Sodium Processing Menu. 

o The Refill Na Pros Tanks pop-up window appears. 
o Click on the [Add Oil to NaSto Tank] button. 
o Then Add Oil to NaSto Tank window appears. 
o Type in volume to fill or accept default (110 gallons). 
o Click the [Start] button. 
o Once the default is reached, filling will be stopped automatically by the PLC program. 

Or, the operator can click the [Stop] button to halt the addition if less than the accepted 
default amount is to be used because the bricks are well stacked in the bottom of the 
tank. 

o Click on the [Close] button to close the Add Oil to NaSto Tank pop-up window. 
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Reactor Processing Menus 
NOTE: The procedures that follow, although they pertain to Reactor 1 processing, can be applied to 
processing Reactor 2 since the menus and equipment for both tanks are identical. 

Fill Reactor 1 

Procedure 

• Record the total value on Tank 705 before proceeding. 
• Open the manual valve on the Vacuum Dehydrator Unit to achieve the desired flow (75 gpm). 
• Click the [Fill Reactor 1] button on the Reactor 1 processing menu. 

o The fill reactor pop-up window appears. 
o Click the [Start] button. 
o On the Vacuum Dehydrator, turn the pump to the ON position to begin filling Reactor 1. 
o Once you have filled Reactor 1 with your intended set amount, turn the pump OFF on 

the Vacuum Dehydrator. 
o Change the [Gals Added] to the number of gallons taken from 705’s previous 

measurement to the existing measurement. 
o Click on the [Close] button to close the Fill Reactor pop-up window. 

• Confirm volume transferred from 705 was the intended amount using the plastic sight glass. 
• Close the manual valve on the Vacuum Dehydration Unit. 

Reactor 1 In-Tank Heater 
Each Reactor has an internal heater that is used to speed Reactor Pre-Heating and maintain Reactor 
temperature during NaX process. Reactors must contain >750 gallons minimum and an oxygen level 
of <3% to energize heaters. 
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Figure 14.1: Sodium Processing Menu 

Figure 14.2: Refill ing Na Pros Menu 

•Blue•on 
StoragaTank 

Figure 14.3: Add Oil to NaSto Tank 
Window 

Sodium 
Storac, 

Tank 

Drawing 14.1: Manual Valves for Refilling NaSto Tank 



11 

Procedure 

• Turn on Reactor 1 Mixer by clicking on the tank mixer icon atop the tank graphic on the HMI 
screen. 

• Turn on Reactor 1 In-Tank Heater by clicking on the In-Tank Heater icon on the tank graphic. 
o The In-Tank Heater pop-up window appears. 
o Type in set point temperature or accept default (220 F) 
o Click [Heater ON] button to engage the In-Tank Heater. 
o Click the [Close] button and the Tank Heater pop-up windown. 

• Clicking on the In-Tank Heater again causes the pop-up window to appear so that the operator 
can observe the heater set-point, change the set-point, or to turn the In-Tank Heater OFF. If 
the operator elects to change the set-point, the heater must be stopped and re-started for the 
change to take effect. 

Pre-Heat Reactor 1 

• Make sure heaters are off by clicking on the [Heaters Off] button at the bottom of the screen 
and selecting [Stop]. 

• Click the [Pre-Heat Reactor 1] button on the Reactor 1 Processing Menu. 
o The Pre-Heat pop-up menu appears. 
o Type in set point temperature or accept default (220 F). 
o Click the [Start] button to engage the Circulation Heater (and pump). 
o When Reactor 1 is up to temperature (i.e. temperature set point is reached) the system 

automatically turns off the Circulation Heater. 
▪ Circulation Pump continues for two minutes after the heater is turned off. 
▪ At the end of the two minutes, pump automatically turns off and circulation 

valves close. 
• Close the Preheat Reactor 1 pop-up window by clicking on the [Close] button. 

Add Sodium Dispersion to Reactor 1 
Do not add sodium until the preheat step is complete and oil is no longer circulating through the 
circulation heater. The In-Tank Heater can remain on throughout the sodium addition and subsequent 
dehalogenation processing to maintain the temperature of the oil within the Reactor. 

Procedure 

• Open the manual valve at the bottom of the Sodium Storage Tank and the manual valve 
supplying nitrogen to the Sodium Storage Tank. 

• Click on [Add Na to Reactor 1] button on the Reactor 1 Processing Menu. 
o The Add Na pop-up window appears. 
o Type in volume to fill or accept default (20 gallons). 
o Click on the [Start] button. 
o The Sodium Storage Tank vent valve is automatically closed. The Sodium Storage 

Tank pressurizes with nitrogen gas. When the pressure in the tank reaches 5 psig, the 
Sodium Storage Tank effluent valve automatically opens, the sodium valve atop 
Reactor 1 automatically opens, and sodium dispersion begins to flow to Reactor 1. 

o Once the volume to fill Set-Point is reached, [Start] button turns white and the [Stop] 
button turns red to indicate filling has been stopped automatically by the PLC program. 
The operator can also click [Stop] at any time to halt the addition of sodium to the 
Reactor. 



12 

• Close the Add Na pop-up window by clicking on the [Close] button when this operation is 
completed. 

• Close the manual valave at the bottom of the Sodium Storage Tank and the manual valve 
supplying nitrogen to the Sodium Storage Tank if tou don’t intend to treat more oil today. 

Cleanout Sodium Dispersion Line with Dry Non-PCB Oil 
Every three weeks, the Detox Operation’s Manager will be held responsible for ensuring preventative 
maintenance is done by cleaning out the sodium dispersion line from the Sodium Storage Tank to the 
Reactor(s). 

Procedure 

• Add 60 gallons of dry (<300 ppm), non-PCB oil to the mix tank. 
• Turn the mixer on. 
• Turn the in tank heater to the Mix Tank. 

o Allow the temperature to rise to 140 degrees Fahrenheit and then turn off the heater. 
Not to exceed pass 170 degrees Fahrenheit. 

• Allow the tank to mix for an additional 15-30 minutes to free up any potential residues along 
the walls. 

• Turn the mixer off and begin to transfer to the Sodium Storage Tank. 
o NOTE: You have created a less potent batch of sodium dispersion so when adding 

sodium to the reactor(s), it will take more gallons than normal. 

Testing to Confirm PCBs in Reactor 1 have been Destroyed 

Procedure 

• Mix Reactor 1 for at least 45 minutes after the sodium dispersion has been added. 
• Sample and test Reactor 1 contents by using the GC. Once the PCB concentration is less than 

2.0 ppm, the contents of Reactor 1 is ready for transfer to the Quench Tank. 

Transfer Reactor 1 Contents to Quench Tank 
The In-Tank Heater must be allowed time to cool to prevent damage to the heating elements. Then 
the oil can be transferred to the Quench Tank for subsequent processing. 

Procedure 

• Turn OFF In-Tank Heater. 
• Allow tank to continue mixing for at least 5 minutes after the In-Tank Heater is turned OFF to 

make sure heater has cooled sufficiently before transferring contents to Quench Tank. 
• Turn off the mixer in Reactor 1. 
• Allow the Reactor contents several minutes to settle prior to transfer to Quench Tank. This 

settling reduces the chances of sodium residue remaining in the tank once it has been 
emptied. 

• Click on the [Transfer Reactor 1 to Quench Tank] button on the Reactor 1 Processing Menu. 
o The Transfer Reactor to Quench Tank pop-up window appears. 
o Click on the Gallons Added] button. 
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o Click on the [Start] button. 
NOTE: As the Reactor empties, the control software automatically introduces a 5-
second blast of inert gas to keep the tank pressure above 2 inches of 

water column. These short blasts typically occur every 10-15 seconds during emptying. 
Automatic transferring continues until 20 seconds after the flowmeter between the 
Reactors and Quench Tank no longer senses flow. The operator should confirm the 
tank is empty by observing that it has been more than 30 seconds since the last inert 
gas blast and or the pressure gauge on the effluent pipeline reads zero while the pump 
is on. The operator can then click the [Stop] button to halt the transfer from the Reactor. 

o When the transfer is complete, close the Transfer Reactor to Quench Tank pop-up 
window by clicking the [Close] button. 

Add 100 Gallons of PCB Oil or Refill Reactor 
If the Reactor is not to be used immediately after it has been emptied, it must be partially refilled to 
cover with oil any sodium residue that may remain at the bottom of tank. Covering this residue 
prevents air from reacting with any sodium residue. Sodium generates hydrogen gas as it reacts with 
air. This gas can be explosive! DO NOT LEAVE A REACTOR COMPLETELY EMPTY WHEN NOT IN 
USE! 

Procedure 

• Record the total value on Tank 705 before proceeding. 
o Open the manual valve on the Vacuum Dehydrator Unit to achieve the desired flow (75 

gpm). 
o Click the [Fill Reactor 1] button on the Reactor 1 processing menu. 
o The fill reactor pop-up window appears. 
o Click the [Start] button. 
o On the Vacuum Dehydrator, turn the pump to the ON position to begin filling Reactor 1. 
o Once you have filled Reactor 1 with your intended set amount, turn the pump OFF on the 

Vacuum Dehydrator. 
o Change the [Gals Added] to the number of gallons taken from 705’s previous 

measurement to the existing measurement. 
o Click on the [Close] button to close the Fill Reactor pop-up window. 

• Confirm volume transferred from 705 was the intended amount using the plastic sight glass. 
• Close the manual valve on the Vacuum Dehydration Unit. 

Sparge Contents of Quench Tank with Inert Gas 
The sodium residue in the oil is converted to inert salts by sparging with inert gas. Sparging also 
reduces the amount of hydrogen has generated during the subsequent water addition step. Make sure 
the inert gas flow rate is at least 4 cfm throughout purging to get the most efficient transfer gas into 
the oil. 

Procedure 

• Turn on the Quench Tank Mixer by clicking on the tank mixer icon atop the tank graphic on the 
HMI screen. 

• Click on [Neutralize Treated Oil] button on the QT Processing Menu. 
• Click on the [Sparge Quench Tank] button on the Neutralize Oil Menu. 

o The sparge pop-up window appears. 
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o Type in the desired sparge time or accept the default (60 minutes). 
o Click on the [Start] button. The sparge timer counts down from the set point sparge 

time until it reaches zero. At zero, the sparge valve closes, but the oil continues mixing 
in the Quench Tank. 

• Test the contents of the Quench Tank to determine if sufficient inert gas has sparged into the 
oil. PROCEDURE – Draw a 100 ml sample from the Quench Tank and add 2 ml of water. Mix 
thoroughly. If the oil reactes over 150 ml, continue sparging for an additional hour until the oil 
does not react over 150 ml. 

Add Water to Quench Tank 
Water is added to the oil to wash out the salts generated in the dehalogenation and sparging 
processes. This water also pulls a great deal of the color out of the oil, leaving clear, bright yello oil. 
Water addition generates hydrogen gas. The operator should ADD WATER SLOWLY at first. Start with 
0.5 gallon additions every 5-15 minutes until at least 3-5 gallosn of water have been added. Larger 
additions of water may follow once the residual sodium has been reacted. If the temperature 
increases, the water is reacting with the sodium. If the temperature decreases, the water is cooling the 
oil. 

Procedure 

• Turn on the Qunehc Tank Mixer by clicking on the tank mixer icon atop the tanke graphic on 
the HMI screen. 

• Record the Totalizer Value on the Water Meter before procedding. 
• Open the manual water valve to about ¼ to ½ of full open position. 
• Click on the [Add Water to Quench Tank] button. 

o The Add Water pop-up window appears. 
o Type in the volume of water to add or accept default (0.5 gallons). 
o Click on [Start] button. 
o When the set point is reached, the water addition automatically stops. 
o Subsequent additions of water can be made after allowing sufficient mix time. 
o Typically, 25% water is added to the total gallons of sodium used in the Reactor 

processing stage. 20 gallons of sodium would be 5 gallons of water. For ultimate safety, 
the operator will do a minimum of 6 gallons of water. 

o Click the [Close] button to close the Add Water pop-up window when sufficient water 
has been added. 

• Record the total value on the water meter. Compute actual gallons of water added by 
subtracting the initial value from the final value. 

• Allow the tank to mix for 15-30 minutes after the last water addition in order to be sure all 
sodium has reacted. 

Transfer Contents of Quench Tank to Clean Oil Storage Tanks 

The Quench Tank may contain residual water from prior batch processing. THIS WET OIL MUST BE 
REMOVED FROM THE TANK PRIOR TO ADDING HOT, SODIUM ENRICHED OIL FROM THE 
REACTORS. Otherwise, the moisture will immediately react with the sodium and hot oil to produce 
hydrogen gas and steam and over pressurization of the Quench Tank could occur. Operator MUST 
transfer any wet oil in the Quench Tank to Clean Oil Storage prior to introduction of hot oil from 
Reactors. 
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Procedure 

The Quench Tank oxygen concentration must be less than or equal to 3% before a Reactor can be 
transferred into the Quench Tank’s headspace with inert gas using short (15 second) blasts every 5 
minutes until the oxygen concentration is within safe limit. 

• Click on the [Transfer to Storage] button. A caution window pops up to remind the operator to 
check the Manual Transfer valve located at the Quench Tank effluent pump. Close the caution 
window when the valve status has been confirmed. 

• Select the destination Clean Oil Storage Tank by clicking on the desired [Transfer Quench 
Tank To…] button on the Post Treatment menu screen. 

o The Transfer to… pop-up window opens. 
▪ Verify the volume in the Quench Tank is properly posted on the Transfer pop-up 

window. If the value is incorrect, it can be changed on the Process Hardware 
Status screen. 

▪ The transfer function is equipped with an Auto Stop Override. To engage this 
feature, click the [Override] button on the Transfer QT to… window. A caution 
statement will pop up so the Operator can confirm his intention to override the 
automatic stop. 

   

▪ Click the [Start] button on the Transfer pop-up window to begin emptying the 
Quench Tank. Initially, the Quench Tank’s inert gas purge will be turned on to 
build a slight positive pressure in the Quench Tank. After an 8 second delay, if 
the pressure on the Tank is positive and oxygen concentration is less than or 
equal to 3%, the effluent valve will open and the transfer pump will turn on. 

▪ Emptying continues until the counter reaches zero or the operator interrupts the 
process by clicking on the [Stop] button on the Transfer pop-up window. 
Emptying will also automatically stop if oxygen concentration exceeds 3% or 
the inert gas purge cannot maintain positive pressure on the Quench Tank. 
Note: The gallons transferred value displayed on the window shows the volume 
of oil removed from the Quench Tank. The operator can confirm that the 
transfer is complete when the gallons transferred displayed value stops 
changing and when the effluent pump flow rate is zero. 

o Close the Transfer pop-up window by clicking on the [Close] button. 
• Close the Transfer Quench Tank to… pop-up Menu by clicking on the Menu’s [Close] button. 
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Add Clean Oil to Quench Tank 
Once emptied, if the Quench Tank is not to be used again immediately, transfer 300 gallons of dry 
non-PCB oil into the Quench Tank after emptying. This practice can prevent any un-reacted sodium 
residue at the bottom of the Quench Tank from being exposed to air, which could create hydrogen 
gas. 

Procedure 

• Mark the sight tube on the non-PCB oil tank at initial volume and target volume (4” represents 
approximately 200 gallons using a 700’s non-PCB oil tank sight tube.) 

• Open correct manual valves to route oil from the non-PCB oil tank to the transfer pump. 
• Set transfer pump station in Auto mode. Auto/Manual mode selector switch is located on the 

lower right side of the pump station control panel. 
• Click on [Add Oil to Quench Tank] button. 

o The Add Oil pop-up window appears. 
o Type in volume to add or accept default (300 gallons). 
o Click on the [Start] button. 
o Once the default is reached, the [Start] button turns white and the [Stop] button turns 

red to indicate filling has been stopped. 
o Click on [Stop] button to stop adding oil before the volume to add is reached. 
o Click the [Close] button to make the Add Oil pop-up disappear. 

• Confirm oil level in non-PCB oil tank is at or near target volume indicator on sight tube. 
• Close manual valves routing oil from non-PCB oil tank to transfer pump. 
• Set transfer pump station in Manual mode. 
• Each morning, transfer 5-10 gallons from QT to 600 and 601 to flush any wet oil and salt from 

the prior day’s processing. This will prevent blockages due to salt build up. 
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Sodium Mix Tank 
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Safety 
Disclaimer: The following information is intended to alert the operator to the importance of workplace 
safety. This information is not intended to equip the operator to workplace safety. The Occupational 
Safety and Health Act of 1970 requires employers to provide workplaces free from serious recognized 
hazards and to comply with occupational safety and health standards. Consult your company’s EHS 
Manager immediately to acquire the necessary training and equipment to safeguard your health and 
safety. 

Chemical Safety 

Chemical use has the potential to harm the health and safety of people in the workplace. The term 
use encompasses the production, handling, storage, transport, and disposal of substances in the 
workplace. A chemical can be in any form (solid, liquid, or gas). Chemical by-products or mixtures 
may also be regarded as hazardous if they contain ingredients that are hazardous and are in 
concentrations above defined cut-off levels. If chemicals are not properly managed, the effects on 
health and associated costs can be significant. 

The health risk in handling any particular hazardous substance will vary with each substance and the 
way in which the substance is used. Factors such as route of exposure, type of disease, or injury, the 
relative toxicity and concentration of the hazardous substance is used. Factors such as route of 
exposure, type of disease or injury, the relative toxicity and concentration of the hazardous substance 
are required to be considered in the assessment. Chemical container labels and Safety Data Sheets 
contain information on chemicals. The SDS for all chemicals may be found in the Detox laboratory. 
For immediate concerns, please feel free to contact the EHS Manager. The SDS for a substance 
describes its identity, relevant health hazard information, precautions for use safe handling 
information, and first aid measures. 
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The operator should read, understand, and follow the guidelines listed within the SDS for each 
chemical used in the lab or the NaX Process before attempting to use or handle the chemical or its 
container. The operator should pay particular attention to the SDS sections pertaining to PPE. Do not 
handle any chemical until you understand the following: 

• What PPE is necessary; 
• How to properly put on, take off, adjust and wear the PPE; 
• The limitations of the PPE; and, 
• Proper care, maintenance, useful life and disposal of PPE. 

Electrical Safety 

Working with electricity can be dangerous. Licensed electricians and plant maintenance professionals 
work with electricity directly, including working on overhead lines, cable harnesses, and circuit 
assemblies. Others, such as laboratory technicians and process operators, work with electricity 
indirectly and may also be exposed to electrical hazards. 

Many workers are unaware of the potential electrical hazards present in their work environment, which 
makes them more vulnerable to the danger of electrocution. The following references aid in 
recognizing hazards associated with electrical work. 

Curnt passing through your body can cause electrical shock, resulting in 3 types of potential injuries: 

1. Burns (arcs burn with heat and radiation); 
2. Physical injuries (broken bones, falls, and muscle damage). For example, at 10 mA, the 

muscles clamp on to whatever the person is holding. Larger current can cause severe burns, 
blindness, and other injuries. 

3. Nervous system effects (stop breathing at 30 to 75 mA alternating current 60Hz, fibrillation at 
75 to 100 mA at 60Hz). Fibrillation = heart is “twitching” and there is no blood flow to the body. 

NOTE: The heart can be damaged because it is in the path of the most common routes 
electricity will take through the body: 

o Hand to hand 
o Hand to foot 

WARNING! If you are not specifically trained to perform electrical installations, troubleshooting, or 
maintenance, do not attempt these activities. Instead, contact your supervisor, your company’s 
electrical maintenance, or a licensed electrician. 

If you are trained to perform electrical installations, troubleshooting and maintenance, be sure to 
observe all warnings and caution posted on the various electrical devices. Also, be sure to read, 
understand and follow all applicable technical specifications, manuals and safety guides associated 
with the equipment prior to conducting these activities. 

Troubleshooting 
In the majority of cases, and equipment malfunction can be traced to a disturbance in the control logic 
or feedback circuit. The effects of these disturbances can easily be cleared by resetting the PLC. The 
sequence for resetting the PLC must be performed as follows: (1) turn off power to PLC-02 cabinet 
using the key switch on the side this cabinet; (2) turn off power to the Sodium Room PLC using the 
key-switch   on the side of this cabinet; after waiting about 10 seconds, (3) turn on power to the 
Sodium Room PLC using the key switch on the side on the side of the cabinet; then, (4) turn on power 
to PLC-02 cabinet using the key switch on the side of the cabinet. Within a few moments, the 
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computer display window should report correct values for temperatures, volumes, and pressures. 
Confirm the PLC is fully functioning by clicking on the tank purge buttons. The operator should be able 
to hear gas entering the tank being purged if the PLC is back online. 

If the previous procedure does not return function to all process equipment, the operator should check 
to see that all the necessary breakers disconnect(s) are turned on. Confirm gas lines have pressure 
and manual gas valves are open. It may become necessary to restart the process control computer. 
Exit out of the control software and restart the computer. When the computer restarts, reload the 
process control software. 

If these measures fail to resolve the malfunction, additional troubleshooting may be required. 

Before the operator begins to troubleshoot any piece of equipment, they must be familiar with TDS’s 
safety rules and procedures for working on electrical equipment. These rules and procedures govern 
the methods that can be used to troubleshoot electrical equipment (including lockout/tagout 
procedures, testing procedures, etc.) and must be followed while troubleshooting. 

The operator SHOULD NOT open PLC, starter or heater controller cabinets, valve actuators, process 
sensors, or any other device or electrical junction box when the items contained within them or 

connecting wire are energized. 

Next, the operator needs to gather information regarding the equipment and the problem. It is also 
important to understand how the equipment is designed to operate. It is much easier to analyze faulty 

operation when you know how it should operate. Make notes such as briefly describing the event, the 
time of the event, processing step(s) being performed at the time of the event, and equipment or 
reading affected. The operator should also note any steps taken to correct the condition such as 
manually adjusting regulators or flow meters, closing, or opening manual valves, resetting the PLCs, 
etc. 
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Troubleshooting – Supplemental Info for TDS 
The basic steps involved in trouble shooting consist of the following: 

1. Observe 
2. Define the problem area 
3. Identify possible causes 
4. Determine the most probable cause 
5. Test and repair 
6. Follow up 
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	Figure
	Detox Demonstration Plan 
	The purpose of this plan is to verify that the process removes the PCBs from mineral oil via dichlorination with sodium metal in compliance with the current EPA permit.   
	The system will be operated as outlined in the attached Operators Guide. 
	The process operates using batches of oil.  Only oil with 3,000 PPM or less PCBs is processed in this system. Oils with greater PCB concentrations are sent off-site for disposal in a TSCA permitted hazardous waste incinerator. 
	Each batch of oil is 1,000 gallons.  For the demonstration, three (3) batches of oil will be processed.  The target concentration of oils will be 2,000-3,000 PPM PCBs, near the maximum levels processed.  
	Each batch will be tested for PCB content prior to the start of processing using method ASTM Method D-4059 to verify the PCB levels. 
	For the demonstration, after the batch has been processed and determined to be <2 PPM PCB (ASTM Method D-4059) additional samples will be collected and sent to an outside laboratory to be tested for PCB (SW-846 Method EPA 8082) and total chlorine (SW-846 Method 9075). 
	The expected total time to complete the planned demonstration is approximately 3-5 days as the processing time for the highest level of PCBs can be significantly longer than the lower concentration batches. 
	For the demonstration, all processed batches of oil will be held in a common storage tank until results from the outside laboratory verify that the PCBs are <2 PPM. 
	Operator’s Guide 
	Removing PCB from Transformer Oils with the NaX Process 
	Figure
	Processing SOP Introduction 
	Processing SOP Introduction 

	This document is the standard operating procedure for the NaX Process HMI (human-machine interface) software. Because there are inherent risks to operating machinery and handling chemicals, potential process operators should read and understand this procedure before attempting to treat PCB contaminated oil with the NaX Process. 
	Process Safety 
	Process Safety 

	It is important the Operator begins each day with a safety inspection. This means thoroughly inspecting all parts of the process and associated machinery to be sure they are in good working condition. 
	Before operating process equipment, the operator should: 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	Inspect all safety guards, including tank and pipe insulation, mixer, and pump shaft guards. If any guards are missing or broken, replace or repair immediately. 

	• 
	• 
	Check all the pipelines and sight glass tubes to make sure they are securely fastened, operating properly and in good condition. Immediately replace or repair any defective connections. 

	• 
	• 
	Keep machine parts clean and free of accumulation oil or oil absorbent material, dirt or debris. 

	• 
	• 
	Make sure all electrical cabinets are securely closed to prevent electrical shock hazards. 


	Never operate any equipment that is not in safe working condition. 
	Don’t make a practice of leaning on or resting against equipment. You could be burned. Process tanks and associated piping, valves, and other devices can reach temperatures of 250 F. 
	Watch for possible causes of accidents and always stay alert. Process safety is a s full time job! 
	See the company’s SDS for additional concerns and specific safety practices should follow. 
	HMI Conditional Elements 
	HMI Conditional Elements 

	The process control software (also called the Human Machine Interface or HMI) is designed to inform the operator of processing steps, equipment function as well as status of the various processing tanks and equipment. These indicators display flow rate, temperature, pressure, on/off status, tank volumes and heater operation. 
	Equipment icons (pumps, valves, heaters, pressure switches) indicate the ON condition when they are colored green. These same process icons indicate the OFF condition when they are colored red. All [On] and [Start] buttons indicate ON when a green dot appears on the button. All [Off] or [Stop] buttons indicate OFF when a red dot appears on the button. Unless otherwise indicated, close buttons remain inactive (i.e. gray) until the operator clicks the [Stop] button or the processing set point value is reached
	Tank volumes are displayed in gallons (or tenths of gallons) along with temperature and pressure where applicable. These values are typically accurate within 2-3% of scale but should always be confirmed with another measurement. In case of volume, the operator has access to totalizing flow 
	Tank volumes are displayed in gallons (or tenths of gallons) along with temperature and pressure where applicable. These values are typically accurate within 2-3% of scale but should always be confirmed with another measurement. In case of volume, the operator has access to totalizing flow 
	meters for PCB oil and water. Many tanks are equipped with sight-gauges. These clear tubes show the volume within a particular tank. Temperatures can periodically be confirmed by observing thermometers located on heated tanks and cooling lines. By periodically checking HMI display values against these measuring devices, the operator can detect any malfunction sensors or devices that require recalibration before such devices can cause a problem. 

	HMI Process Step Buttons 
	HMI Process Step Buttons 

	Processing Menus are located across the top of the HMI screen. These menus contain menu buttons that may open a processing pop-up or an additional processing sub-menu. A pop-up can only be opened once at a time. Buttons are white when available and gray when they are locked out. A red dot on the menu button indicates the step has been completed. When all the steps on a menu have been accomplished, all the menu button dots will be green. These can be reset by clicking that menu’s [Reset Steps] button. 
	There are four Processing Menus on the HMI screen for the dehalogenation of PCBs in transformer oils. The menus are segregated by the area they correspond to (Reactor 1, Reactor 2, and Quench Tank) as follows: 
	Sodium Processing Menu 
	Sodium Processing Menu 

	Manual Steps 
	Some steps in the Sodium Dispersion Formulation process are performed manually. These steps involve initial emptying of the Sodium Mix Tank, loading the tank with sodium bricks, transferring dispersion to the Sodium Storage Tank, and finally rinsing the Mix Tank once the sodium dispersion has been transferred to the Sodium Storage Tank. 
	It is best to start making dispersion as early in the day as possible and let the mixer run as long as possible. Longer mix times produce the smallest sodium dispersion particles. Smaller particles produce the reagent and the most effective PCB destruction. Typically, the Sodium Mix Tank will contain 20 gallons of very dry oil from the Blue Tank prior to making dispersion. This oil is left in the tank when not in use to prevent sodium residue from reacting with any air that may get into the tank. 
	The Sodium Mix Tank is designed to hold 200 pounds of sodium and 55 gallons of oil. The total volume of this mixture is about 100 gallons. The sodium mix tank should already contain approximately 20 gallons of very dry oil. As the sodium bricks are loaded in the tank they submerge in this oil. The oil prevents the bricks from reacting in the event air enters the tank prior to processing. It is important that the bricks be placed as low in the tank as possible so that the minimum amount of oil (20 -25 gallon
	Bricks and oil can be added the day before melting the sodium. This will allow the tank to be preheated overnight to 150 F prior to melting. Pre-heating can cut 4 hours off the melting process. 
	-

	CAUTION: Do not run mixer when pre-heating. Do not add additional oil if you do not plan to complete making dispersion that day or the tank may overheat. 
	Prior to adding sodium brick addition to the Mix Tank, the operators must wear the proper protective equipment (PPE). The PPE requirements for this task are specific to the operations performed by the operators as follows: 
	Tank Loader – Chemical resistant rubber gloves (24 inches in length minimum), nitrile gloves, and clear safety glasses. 
	Assistant – Nitrile gloves. A bucket of mineral oil (<300 ppm water), and a diaper absorbent material to assist cleaning the Sodium Mix Tank and or the Tank Loader’s gloves. 
	Figure
	Procedure 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	Operator – Drain any condensation from the nitrogen gas line filter/dryer prior to making sodium dispersion in the Sodium Mix Tank. 

	• 
	• 
	Operator – There should already be 20 gallons of very dry oil in the sodium mix tank. If the Mix Tank is empty, add 20 gallons of very dry oil at this time. 

	• 
	• 
	Loader – Open the manual vent valve (if closed). Turn on Hi-Flow Nitrogen Purge valve. 

	• 
	• 
	Loader – Remove lock/bolt securing the Fill Hatch and carefully open the Fill Hatch. 
	LOADER MUST HAVE GOOGLES AND A FACE SHIELD IN PLACE FOR THIS OPERATION! 


	• 
	• 
	Loader – Add 200 lbs. of sodium to the Mix Tank. 


	IMPORTANT: Stack the bricks as neatly and as low within the tank as possible so that no additional oil is needed to cover the bricks. 
	Assistant – Wipe off any sodium residue on loader’s sleeve(s) and hatch seals. As he places the bricks into the tank with a sponge that has been dampened (not dripping!) with very dry mineral oil, then close and seal the hatch. This procedure must be continued throughout the tank loading process. 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	Loader – Latch the Fill Hatch and secure it with a bolt or padlock. 


	HMI Steps 
	The following steps for Sodium Dispersion Formulation are controlled by the Operator using the HMI processing menus and screens. These steps involve adding mixed oil to the Mix Tank, pre-heating the Tank, adding dispersing agents to the Mix Tank, and melting the sodium to form dispersion. 
	Before implementing the following software procedures, make sure the appropriate chemical tank manual effluent valves and manual nitrogen supply valves are open. Also, make sure the nitrogen supply is sufficient to provide tank blanketing and to power pumps during these steps. 
	Adding Mix Oil – Procedure 
	Adding Mix Oil – Procedure 

	• 
	• 
	• 
	Make sure Nitrogen valve supplying support tanks and pumps are open. Open manual valve at the bottom of the Mix Oil Tank. Make sure Fill and Vent Valves on Sodium Mix Tank are open. 

	• 
	• 
	Click on the [Add Mix Oil] button on the Sodium Processing Menu. 
	Click on the [Add Mix Oil] button on the Sodium Processing Menu. 
	o 
	o 
	o 
	The Add Mix Oil to Na Mix Tank pop-up window appears. 

	o 
	o 
	Type in volume to fill or accept default (20 gallons). Keep in mind that you want to use the minimum amount of oil necessary to just cover the bricks. 

	o 
	o 
	Click the [Start] button. 

	o 
	o 
	Once the default is reached, the filling will be stopped automatically by the PLC program. Or, the operator can click the [Stop] button to halt the addition if less-than the accepted default amount is to be used because the bricks are well stacked in the bottom of the tank. 

	o 
	o 
	Click on the [Close] button to close the Add Mix Oil pop-up window. 





	Tank Pre-Heating – Procedure 
	Tank Pre-Heating – Procedure 

	• 
	• 
	• 
	Click on the [Pre-Heat Na Mix Tank] button on the Sodium Processing Menu. 
	Click on the [Pre-Heat Na Mix Tank] button on the Sodium Processing Menu. 
	o 
	o 
	o 
	The Pre-Heat Na Mix Tank pop-up window appears. 

	o 
	o 
	Type in the pre-heat temperature set-point, typically 150 F. 

	o 
	o 
	Click the [Start] button and leave the window open while Pre-Heat is in progress (even if the Tank is to Pre-Heat overnight) so that the heater controls can be quickly accessed if necessary. 

	o 
	o 
	Click on the [Close] button to close the Add Mix Oil pop-up window. 





	Adding Mix Oil – to complete transfer of oil to Sodium Mix Tank 
	Adding Mix Oil – to complete transfer of oil to Sodium Mix Tank 

	• 
	• 
	• 
	Make sure Nitrogen valve supplying support tanks and pumps is open. Open manual valve at the bottom the Mix Oil Tank. Make sure the Fill and Vent Valves on Sodium Mix Tank are open. 

	• 
	• 
	Click on the [Add Mix Oil] button on the Sodium Processing Menu. 
	Click on the [Add Mix Oil] button on the Sodium Processing Menu. 
	o 
	o 
	o 
	The Add Mix Oil to Na Mix Tank pop-up window appears. 

	o 
	o 
	Type in volume required (2 gallons). On to two gallons of Mix Oil should be sufficient to clean-out the transfer line and make sure all additives are in the Sodium Mix Tank. 

	o 
	o 
	Click the [Start] button. 

	o 
	o 
	Once the default is reached, filling will be stopped automatically by the PLC program. Or the operator can click the [Stop] button to halt the addition if less-than the accepted defaults amount is to be used because the bricks are well stacked in the bottom of the tank. 

	o 
	o 
	Click on the [Close] button to close the Add Mix Oil pop-up window. 





	Melting Sodium 
	Melting Sodium 

	• 
	• 
	• 
	Click on the Sodium Mix Tank Mixer icon atop the tank graphic on the HMI screen to turn ON the Mix Tank Mixer. (Red indicated the mixer is off. Green indicated the mixer is on.) 

	• 
	• 
	Click on the [Melt Sodium] button on the Sodium Processing Menu. 
	Click on the [Melt Sodium] button on the Sodium Processing Menu. 
	o 
	o 
	o 
	The Melt Sodium on the Mix Tank pop-up window appears. 

	o 
	o 
	Type in the temperature set-point. Initially the set Set-Point will be 175 F. 

	o 
	o 
	Click on the [Shell] button to display the temperature of the Mix Tank Shell. 
	Click on the [Shell] button to display the temperature of the Mix Tank Shell. 
	▪
	▪
	▪
	▪

	As core temperature reaches 175 F, increase the shell set point by 10 F. As the next Set-Point is reached, continue increasing the Shell Set-Point by 5-10 F increments until the Core reaches 200 F. 




	o 
	o 
	IMPORTANT! The HMI software uses the displayed temperature to control the Shell Heater. Display ONLY the Shell temperature until the Core reaches 200 F to prevent overheating of the Mix Tank Shell. 

	o 
	o 
	Once the core reaches 210 F, TURN HEATER OFF. Residue shell heat and the exothermic reaction between the sodium and dispersion additives will complete the melt and warm the tank to at least 215-220 F. Watch temperature closely from this point on as it can increase quickly once the sodium has melted. 
	IMPORTANT! Keep Jacket temp <250 F during heat-up and core temp <225 F at all times. 






	Tank Cooling 
	Tank Cooling 

	Once melt temperature (208-210 F) has been exceeded and the core and jacket reach equilibrium temperature, the exothermic reaction between molten sodium and the oil will continue to add heat to Mix Tank, Adding 0.5 – 1.0 gallons of the MixOil to the Mix Tank when the core temperature reaches about 222 F will be sufficient to maintain the temperature at an optimal level. Be careful not to add so much cooling oil that the temperature drops below 215 F as this may cause the molten sodium to solidify in the tan
	even with the heater turned off. 
	Temp must be maintained below 225 F, and preferably below 222 F. 

	The bottom section of the pop-up window provides cooling addition controls to regulate Tank temperature and prevent overheating. The following instructions pertain to preventing overheating of the tank and the controls are located the lower portion of the Melt Na in Mix Tank pop-up. 
	o 
	o 
	o 
	Type in the Gallon to Add or accept the default (2 gallons). 

	o 
	o 
	Click the [Start Add] button to transfer the preset Gallons to Add to the Sodium Mix Tank. Adding 0.5 – 1.0 gallons of Mix Oil can cool the tank between 1 and 3 F. 

	o 
	o 
	The Gals Added counter tracks the gallons of Mix Oil transferred during the current addition. It automatically resets when each new transfer is started. 

	o 
	o 
	Clicking the [Manual Stop] button can be used to stop the oil addition at any time during the addition. 

	o 
	o 
	The Total Gals Added counter keeps track of all Mix Oil additions since the current sodium formulation batch was begun. A batch of sodium dispersion will require 55 gallons of oil during this step. The Gals remaining counter shows the Operator how many gallons are yet to be added of the 55 gallons required. 


	Monitoring Dispersion Particle Size 
	Monitoring Dispersion Particle Size 

	Before the operator can determine sodium particle size, they should become acquainted with the microscope used to measure particle size. The following diagram shows the basic components of the compound light microscope used to determine particle size. 
	Figure
	The microscope used for sodium particle size determination is equipped with 5X, 10X, 40X objectives. The 40X objective should be used for final particle size determination. The coarse adjustment knob should be used to bring the image nearly into focus. The fine adjustment knob is then used to make the image viewed in the ocular clear enough to accurately determine particle shape and size. The ocular has also been equipped with the measurement scale. See the following figure for details on how to use the sca
	Procedure 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	Each hour for the first two hours of mixing, draw a sample of sodium dispersion from the Mix Tank using the Ram Seal sample valve. Thereafter, sampling every 30 minutes is suggested. 
	Each hour for the first two hours of mixing, draw a sample of sodium dispersion from the Mix Tank using the Ram Seal sample valve. Thereafter, sampling every 30 minutes is suggested. 
	o 
	o 
	o 
	Allow enough dispersion to flow through the sample port to assure a fresh sample. 

	o 
	o 
	Catch a drop of sodium dispersion on a glass microscope slide. 

	o 
	o 
	Add a drop of clean mineral oil on top of the sodium dispersion drop to aid in viewing. 

	o 
	o 
	Place a cover clip slide over the fluids on the microscope slide. 

	o 
	o 
	Clip the prepared slide onto the microscope stage and observe the sodium particles. 
	Clip the prepared slide onto the microscope stage and observe the sodium particles. 
	▪
	▪
	▪
	▪

	If the average particle size is greater than 10um, continue mixing. 

	▪
	▪
	▪

	The ideal average particle size is <3 um. 








	Figure
	Transfer Dispersion to Sodium Storage Tank 
	Transfer Dispersion to Sodium Storage Tank 

	Procedure 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	Drain any condensation from the nitrogen gas line filter/dryer prior to transferring contents of the Sodium Mix Tank to the Sodium Storage Tank. 

	• 
	• 
	Add 110 gallons of very dry, very good quality non-PCB oil to the Sodium Storage Tank. 

	• 
	• 
	Click on the Sodium Mix Tank Mixer icon atop the tank graphic on the HMI screen to turn OFF the Mix Tank Mixer. 

	• 
	• 
	Transfer the contents of the Sodium Mix Tank to the Sodium Storage Tank as follows. 
	Transfer the contents of the Sodium Mix Tank to the Sodium Storage Tank as follows. 
	o 
	o 
	o 
	Latch the Fill Hatch and secure it with a bolt or padlock. 

	o 
	o 
	Close the Mix Tank Vent, Transfer and Low Flow Nitrogen manual valves. 

	o 
	o 
	Open the High Flow Nitrogen manual valve. 

	o 
	o 
	When the pressure gauge shows 5 psig, open the the Transfer Valve to allow the Mix Tank contents to flow to the Storage Tank. 

	o 
	o 
	When the transfer is complete the pressure gauge will read nearly zero. Open the vent manual valve and close the High Flow Nitrogen manual valve. 




	• 
	• 
	NOTE: The Mix Oil Addition screen only allows additions up to 30 gallons at a time. Therefore, the Operator will have to add 30 gallons followed by an additional 25 gallons to make up the needed 55 gallons for this step. 
	Add 55 gallons of oil to the Sodium Mix Tank according to the Adding Mix Oil procedure listed previously. 


	• 
	• 
	Click on the Sodium Mix Tank Mixer icon atop the tank graphic on the HMI screen to turn ON the Mix Tank Mixer. Allow the tank to mix for 15 minutes to rinse any sodium residue from the tank and mixer. 

	• 
	• 
	Transfer the contents of the Sodium Mix Tank to the Sodium Storage Tank using the procedure indicated in the transfer step above. 

	• 
	• 
	Click the mixer icon atop the Sodium Storage Tank on the HMI screen to turn ON the Sodium Storage Tank mixer. 
	Click the mixer icon atop the Sodium Storage Tank on the HMI screen to turn ON the Sodium Storage Tank mixer. 
	o 
	o 
	o 
	Allow no more than 2 minutes of mixing to blend the concentrated sodium dispersion with the dilution and clean out oils. 

	o 
	o 
	Hot dispersion is susceptible to shear shock so do not over mix. Shear shock occurs when soft or molten sodium micro particles collide with similar particles creating larger, less reactive particles. In extreme cases the larger particles can reach several inches in diameter or larger. 

	o 
	o 
	The Sodium Storage Tank now contains 12.85% sodium dispersion ready for use in the NaX PCB dehalogenation process. 




	• 
	• 
	Add 20 gallons of Mix Oil to the Sodium Mix Tank according to the Adding Mix Oil procedure listed previously. 

	• 
	• 
	Purge the Sodium Mix Tank with nitrogen for at least 15 seconds to make positive the headspace is inert. 

	• 
	• 
	Close manual valve at bottom of Mix Oil Tank. Close nitrogen valve supplying support tanks and pumps. 


	Refilling Sodium Storage Tank 
	Refilling Sodium Storage Tank 

	NOTE: Before proceeding, make sure the Blue Oil Tank has sufficient volume of good quality dry (<300 ppm water), non-PCB oil to accomplish the refilling of Sodium Storage Tank, then open manual valves. 
	– for refilling the Sodium Storage Tank from the Blue Oil Tank 
	Procedure 

	• 
	• 
	• 
	Open the manual valves on the inlet side of the transfer pump beside the Blue Oil Tank. 

	• 
	• 
	Open the manual valve atop the Sodium Storage Tank on the refill line. 

	• 
	• 
	Click on the [Refill Na Pro Tanks] button on the Sodium Processing Menu. 
	Click on the [Refill Na Pro Tanks] button on the Sodium Processing Menu. 
	o 
	o 
	o 
	The Refill Na Pros Tanks pop-up window appears. 

	o 
	o 
	Click on the [Add Oil to NaSto Tank] button. 

	o 
	o 
	Then Add Oil to NaSto Tank window appears. 

	o 
	o 
	Type in volume to fill or accept default (110 gallons). 

	o 
	o 
	Click the [Start] button. 

	o 
	o 
	Once the default is reached, filling will be stopped automatically by the PLC program. Or, the operator can click the [Stop] button to halt the addition if less than the accepted default amount is to be used because the bricks are well stacked in the bottom of the tank. 

	o 
	o 
	Click on the [Close] button to close the Add Oil to NaSto Tank pop-up window. 





	Figure
	Reactor Processing Menus 
	NOTE: The procedures that follow, although they pertain to Reactor 1 processing, can be applied to processing Reactor 2 since the menus and equipment for both tanks are identical. 
	Fill Reactor 1 
	Fill Reactor 1 

	Procedure 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	Record the total value on Tank 705 before proceeding. 

	• 
	• 
	Open the manual valve on the Vacuum Dehydrator Unit to achieve the desired flow (75 gpm). 

	• 
	• 
	Click the [Fill Reactor 1] button on the Reactor 1 processing menu. 
	Click the [Fill Reactor 1] button on the Reactor 1 processing menu. 
	o 
	o 
	o 
	The fill reactor pop-up window appears. 

	o 
	o 
	Click the [Start] button. 

	o 
	o 
	On the Vacuum Dehydrator, turn the pump to the ON position to begin filling Reactor 1. 

	o 
	o 
	Once you have filled Reactor 1 with your intended set amount, turn the pump OFF on the Vacuum Dehydrator. 

	o 
	o 
	Change the [Gals Added] to the number of gallons taken from 705’s previous measurement to the existing measurement. 

	o 
	o 
	Click on the [Close] button to close the Fill Reactor pop-up window. 




	• 
	• 
	Confirm volume transferred from 705 was the intended amount using the plastic sight glass. 

	• 
	• 
	Close the manual valve on the Vacuum Dehydration Unit. 


	Reactor 1 In-Tank Heater 
	Reactor 1 In-Tank Heater 

	Each Reactor has an internal heater that is used to speed Reactor Pre-Heating and maintain Reactor temperature during NaX process. Reactors must contain >750 gallons minimum and an oxygen level of <3% to energize heaters. 
	Procedure 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	Turn on Reactor 1 Mixer by clicking on the tank mixer icon atop the tank graphic on the HMI screen. 

	• 
	• 
	Turn on Reactor 1 In-Tank Heater by clicking on the In-Tank Heater icon on the tank graphic. 
	Turn on Reactor 1 In-Tank Heater by clicking on the In-Tank Heater icon on the tank graphic. 
	o 
	o 
	o 
	The In-Tank Heater pop-up window appears. 

	o 
	o 
	Type in set point temperature or accept default (220 F) 

	o 
	o 
	Click [Heater ON] button to engage the In-Tank Heater. 

	o 
	o 
	Click the [Close] button and the Tank Heater pop-up windown. 




	• 
	• 
	Clicking on the In-Tank Heater again causes the pop-up window to appear so that the operator can observe the heater set-point, change the set-point, or to turn the In-Tank Heater OFF. If the operator elects to change the set-point, the heater must be stopped and re-started for the change to take effect. 


	Pre-Heat Reactor 1 
	Pre-Heat Reactor 1 

	• 
	• 
	• 
	Make sure heaters are off by clicking on the [Heaters Off] button at the bottom of the screen and selecting [Stop]. 

	• 
	• 
	Click the [Pre-Heat Reactor 1] button on the Reactor 1 Processing Menu. 
	Click the [Pre-Heat Reactor 1] button on the Reactor 1 Processing Menu. 
	o 
	o 
	o 
	The Pre-Heat pop-up menu appears. 

	o 
	o 
	Type in set point temperature or accept default (220 F). 

	o 
	o 
	Click the [Start] button to engage the Circulation Heater (and pump). 

	o 
	o 
	When Reactor 1 is up to temperature (i.e. temperature set point is reached) the system automatically turns off the Circulation Heater. 
	When Reactor 1 is up to temperature (i.e. temperature set point is reached) the system automatically turns off the Circulation Heater. 
	▪
	▪
	▪
	▪

	Circulation Pump continues for two minutes after the heater is turned off. 

	▪
	▪
	▪

	At the end of the two minutes, pump automatically turns off and circulation valves close. 







	• 
	• 
	Close the Preheat Reactor 1 pop-up window by clicking on the [Close] button. 


	Add Sodium Dispersion to Reactor 1 
	Add Sodium Dispersion to Reactor 1 

	Do not add sodium until the preheat step is complete and oil is no longer circulating through the circulation heater. The In-Tank Heater can remain on throughout the sodium addition and subsequent dehalogenation processing to maintain the temperature of the oil within the Reactor. 
	Procedure 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	Open the manual valve at the bottom of the Sodium Storage Tank and the manual valve supplying nitrogen to the Sodium Storage Tank. 

	• 
	• 
	Click on [Add Na to Reactor 1] button on the Reactor 1 Processing Menu. 
	Click on [Add Na to Reactor 1] button on the Reactor 1 Processing Menu. 
	o 
	o 
	o 
	The Add Na pop-up window appears. 

	o 
	o 
	Type in volume to fill or accept default (20 gallons). 

	o 
	o 
	Click on the [Start] button. 

	o 
	o 
	The Sodium Storage Tank vent valve is automatically closed. The Sodium Storage Tank pressurizes with nitrogen gas. When the pressure in the tank reaches 5 psig, the Sodium Storage Tank effluent valve automatically opens, the sodium valve atop Reactor 1 automatically opens, and sodium dispersion begins to flow to Reactor 1. 

	o 
	o 
	Once the volume to fill Set-Point is reached, [Start] button turns white and the [Stop] button turns red to indicate filling has been stopped automatically by the PLC program. The operator can also click [Stop] at any time to halt the addition of sodium to the Reactor. 




	• 
	• 
	Close the Add Na pop-up window by clicking on the [Close] button when this operation is completed. 

	• 
	• 
	Close the manual valave at the bottom of the Sodium Storage Tank and the manual valve supplying nitrogen to the Sodium Storage Tank if tou don’t intend to treat more oil today. 


	Cleanout Sodium Dispersion Line with Dry Non-PCB Oil 
	Cleanout Sodium Dispersion Line with Dry Non-PCB Oil 

	Every three weeks, the Detox Operation’s Manager will be held responsible for ensuring preventative maintenance is done by cleaning out the sodium dispersion line from the Sodium Storage Tank to the Reactor(s). 
	Procedure 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	Add 60 gallons of dry (<300 ppm), non-PCB oil to the mix tank. 

	• 
	• 
	Turn the mixer on. 

	• 
	• 
	Turn the in tank heater to the Mix Tank. 
	Turn the in tank heater to the Mix Tank. 
	o 
	o 
	o 
	Allow the temperature to rise to 140 degrees Fahrenheit and then turn off the heater. Not to exceed pass 170 degrees Fahrenheit. 




	• 
	• 
	Allow the tank to mix for an additional 15-30 minutes to free up any potential residues along the walls. 

	• 
	• 
	Turn the mixer off and begin to transfer to the Sodium Storage Tank. 
	Turn the mixer off and begin to transfer to the Sodium Storage Tank. 
	o 
	o 
	o 
	NOTE: You have created a less potent batch of sodium dispersion so when adding sodium to the reactor(s), it will take more gallons than normal. 





	Testing to Confirm PCBs in Reactor 1 have been Destroyed 
	Testing to Confirm PCBs in Reactor 1 have been Destroyed 

	Procedure 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	Mix Reactor 1 for at least 45 minutes after the sodium dispersion has been added. 

	• 
	• 
	Sample and test Reactor 1 contents by using the GC. Once the PCB concentration is less than 2.0 ppm, the contents of Reactor 1 is ready for transfer to the Quench Tank. 


	Transfer Reactor 1 Contents to Quench Tank 
	Transfer Reactor 1 Contents to Quench Tank 

	The In-Tank Heater must be allowed time to cool to prevent damage to the heating elements. Then the oil can be transferred to the Quench Tank for subsequent processing. 
	Procedure 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	Turn OFF In-Tank Heater. 

	• 
	• 
	Allow tank to continue mixing for at least 5 minutes after the In-Tank Heater is turned OFF to make sure heater has cooled sufficiently before transferring contents to Quench Tank. 

	• 
	• 
	Turn off the mixer in Reactor 1. 

	• 
	• 
	Allow the Reactor contents several minutes to settle prior to transfer to Quench Tank. This settling reduces the chances of sodium residue remaining in the tank once it has been emptied. 

	• 
	• 
	Click on the [Transfer Reactor 1 to Quench Tank] button on the Reactor 1 Processing Menu. 
	Click on the [Transfer Reactor 1 to Quench Tank] button on the Reactor 1 Processing Menu. 
	o 
	o 
	o 
	The Transfer Reactor to Quench Tank pop-up window appears. 

	o 
	o 
	Click on the Gallons Added] button. 

	o 
	o 
	Click on the [Start] button. 
	Click on the [Start] button. 
	NOTE: As the Reactor empties, the control software automatically introduces a 5-second blast of inert gas to keep the tank pressure above 2 inches of 
	NOTE: As the Reactor empties, the control software automatically introduces a 5-second blast of inert gas to keep the tank pressure above 2 inches of 
	NOTE: As the Reactor empties, the control software automatically introduces a 5-second blast of inert gas to keep the tank pressure above 2 inches of 


	water column. These short blasts typically occur every 10-15 seconds during emptying. Automatic transferring continues until 20 seconds after the flowmeter between the Reactors and Quench Tank no longer senses flow. The operator should confirm the tank is empty by observing that it has been more than 30 seconds since the last inert gas blast and or the pressure gauge on the effluent pipeline reads zero while the pump is on. The operator can then click the [Stop] button to halt the transfer from the Reactor.


	o 
	o 
	When the transfer is complete, close the Transfer Reactor to Quench Tank pop-up window by clicking the [Close] button. 





	Add 100 Gallons of PCB Oil or Refill Reactor 
	Add 100 Gallons of PCB Oil or Refill Reactor 

	If the Reactor is not to be used immediately after it has been emptied, it must be partially refilled to cover with oil any sodium residue that may remain at the bottom of tank. Covering this residue prevents air from reacting with any sodium residue. Sodium generates hydrogen gas as it reacts with air. This gas can be explosive! DO NOT LEAVE A REACTOR COMPLETELY EMPTY WHEN NOT IN USE! 
	Procedure 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	Record the total value on Tank 705 before proceeding. 
	Record the total value on Tank 705 before proceeding. 
	o 
	o 
	o 
	Open the manual valve on the Vacuum Dehydrator Unit to achieve the desired flow (75 gpm). 

	o 
	o 
	Click the [Fill Reactor 1] button on the Reactor 1 processing menu. 

	o 
	o 
	The fill reactor pop-up window appears. 

	o 
	o 
	Click the [Start] button. 

	o 
	o 
	On the Vacuum Dehydrator, turn the pump to the ON position to begin filling Reactor 1. 

	o 
	o 
	Once you have filled Reactor 1 with your intended set amount, turn the pump OFF on the Vacuum Dehydrator. 

	o 
	o 
	Change the [Gals Added] to the number of gallons taken from 705’s previous measurement to the existing measurement. 

	o 
	o 
	Click on the [Close] button to close the Fill Reactor pop-up window. 




	• 
	• 
	Confirm volume transferred from 705 was the intended amount using the plastic sight glass. 

	• 
	• 
	Close the manual valve on the Vacuum Dehydration Unit. 


	Sparge Contents of Quench Tank with Inert Gas 
	Sparge Contents of Quench Tank with Inert Gas 

	The sodium residue in the oil is converted to inert salts by sparging with inert gas. Sparging also reduces the amount of hydrogen has generated during the subsequent water addition step. Make sure the inert gas flow rate is at least 4 cfm throughout purging to get the most efficient transfer gas into the oil. 
	Procedure 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	Turn on the Quench Tank Mixer by clicking on the tank mixer icon atop the tank graphic on the HMI screen. 

	• 
	• 
	Click on [Neutralize Treated Oil] button on the QT Processing Menu. 

	• 
	• 
	Click on the [Sparge Quench Tank] button on the Neutralize Oil Menu. 
	Click on the [Sparge Quench Tank] button on the Neutralize Oil Menu. 
	o 
	o 
	o 
	The sparge pop-up window appears. 

	o 
	o 
	Type in the desired sparge time or accept the default (60 minutes). 

	o 
	o 
	Click on the [Start] button. The sparge timer counts down from the set point sparge time until it reaches zero. At zero, the sparge valve closes, but the oil continues mixing in the Quench Tank. 




	• 
	• 
	Test the contents of the Quench Tank to determine if sufficient inert gas has sparged into the oil. PROCEDURE – Draw a 100 ml sample from the Quench Tank and add 2 ml of water. Mix thoroughly. If the oil reactes over 150 ml, continue sparging for an additional hour until the oil does not react over 150 ml. 


	Add Water to Quench Tank 
	Add Water to Quench Tank 

	Water is added to the oil to wash out the salts generated in the dehalogenation and sparging processes. This water also pulls a great deal of the color out of the oil, leaving clear, bright yello oil. Water addition generates hydrogen gas. The operator should ADD WATER SLOWLY at first. Start with 0.5 gallon additions every 5-15 minutes until at least 3-5 gallosn of water have been added. Larger additions of water may follow once the residual sodium has been reacted. If the temperature increases, the water i
	Procedure 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	Turn on the Qunehc Tank Mixer by clicking on the tank mixer icon atop the tanke graphic on the HMI screen. 

	• 
	• 
	Record the Totalizer Value on the Water Meter before procedding. 

	• 
	• 
	Open the manual water valve to about ¼ to ½ of full open position. 

	• 
	• 
	Click on the [Add Water to Quench Tank] button. 
	Click on the [Add Water to Quench Tank] button. 
	o 
	o 
	o 
	The Add Water pop-up window appears. 

	o 
	o 
	Type in the volume of water to add or accept default (0.5 gallons). 

	o 
	o 
	Click on [Start] button. 

	o 
	o 
	When the set point is reached, the water addition automatically stops. 

	o 
	o 
	Subsequent additions of water can be made after allowing sufficient mix time. 

	o 
	o 
	Typically, 25% water is added to the total gallons of sodium used in the Reactor processing stage. 20 gallons of sodium would be 5 gallons of water. For ultimate safety, the operator will do a minimum of 6 gallons of water. 

	o 
	o 
	Click the [Close] button to close the Add Water pop-up window when sufficient water has been added. 




	• 
	• 
	Record the total value on the water meter. Compute actual gallons of water added by subtracting the initial value from the final value. 

	• 
	• 
	Allow the tank to mix for 15-30 minutes after the last water addition in order to be sure all sodium has reacted. 


	Transfer Contents of Quench Tank to Clean Oil Storage Tanks 
	Transfer Contents of Quench Tank to Clean Oil Storage Tanks 

	The Quench Tank may contain residual water from prior batch processing. THIS WET OIL MUST BE REMOVED FROM THE TANK PRIOR TO ADDING HOT, SODIUM ENRICHED OIL FROM THE REACTORS. Otherwise, the moisture will immediately react with the sodium and hot oil to produce hydrogen gas and steam and over pressurization of the Quench Tank could occur. Operator MUST transfer any wet oil in the Quench Tank to Clean Oil Storage prior to introduction of hot oil from Reactors. 
	14 
	Procedure 
	The Quench Tank oxygen concentration must be less than or equal to 3% before a Reactor can be transferred into the Quench Tank’s headspace with inert gas using short (15 second) blasts every 5 minutes until the oxygen concentration is within safe limit. 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	Click on the [Transfer to Storage] button. A caution window pops up to remind the operator to check the Manual Transfer valve located at the Quench Tank effluent pump. Close the caution window when the valve status has been confirmed. 

	• 
	• 
	Select the destination Clean Oil Storage Tank by clicking on the desired [Transfer Quench Tank To…] button on the Post Treatment menu screen. 
	Select the destination Clean Oil Storage Tank by clicking on the desired [Transfer Quench Tank To…] button on the Post Treatment menu screen. 
	o 
	o 
	o 
	The Transfer to… pop-up window opens. 
	The Transfer to… pop-up window opens. 
	▪
	▪
	▪
	▪

	Verify the volume in the Quench Tank is properly posted on the Transfer pop-up window. If the value is incorrect, it can be changed on the Process Hardware Status screen. 

	▪
	▪
	▪

	The transfer function is equipped with an Auto Stop Override. To engage this feature, click the [Override] button on the Transfer QT to… window. A caution statement will pop up so the Operator can confirm his intention to override the automatic stop. 
	The transfer function is equipped with an Auto Stop Override. To engage this feature, click the [Override] button on the Transfer QT to… window. A caution statement will pop up so the Operator can confirm his intention to override the automatic stop. 
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	▪
	▪
	▪

	Click the [Start] button on the Transfer pop-up window to begin emptying the Quench Tank. Initially, the Quench Tank’s inert gas purge will be turned on to build a slight positive pressure in the Quench Tank. After an 8 second delay, if the pressure on the Tank is positive and oxygen concentration is less than or equal to 3%, the effluent valve will open and the transfer pump will turn on. 

	▪
	▪
	▪

	Emptying continues until the counter reaches zero or the operator interrupts the process by clicking on the [Stop] button on the Transfer pop-up window. Emptying will also automatically stop if oxygen concentration exceeds 3% or the inert gas purge cannot maintain positive pressure on the Quench Tank. Note: The gallons transferred value displayed on the window shows the volume of oil removed from the Quench Tank. The operator can confirm that the transfer is complete when the gallons transferred displayed v




	o 
	o 
	Close the Transfer pop-up window by clicking on the [Close] button. 




	• 
	• 
	Close the Transfer Quench Tank to… pop-up Menu by clicking on the Menu’s [Close] button. 


	Add Clean Oil to Quench Tank 
	Add Clean Oil to Quench Tank 

	Once emptied, if the Quench Tank is not to be used again immediately, transfer 300 gallons of dry non-PCB oil into the Quench Tank after emptying. This practice can prevent any un-reacted sodium residue at the bottom of the Quench Tank from being exposed to air, which could create hydrogen gas. 
	Procedure 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	Mark the sight tube on the non-PCB oil tank at initial volume and target volume (4” represents approximately 200 gallons using a 700’s non-PCB oil tank sight tube.) 

	• 
	• 
	Open correct manual valves to route oil from the non-PCB oil tank to the transfer pump. 

	• 
	• 
	Set transfer pump station in Auto mode. Auto/Manual mode selector switch is located on the lower right side of the pump station control panel. 

	• 
	• 
	Click on [Add Oil to Quench Tank] button. 
	Click on [Add Oil to Quench Tank] button. 
	o 
	o 
	o 
	The Add Oil pop-up window appears. 

	o 
	o 
	Type in volume to add or accept default (300 gallons). 

	o 
	o 
	Click on the [Start] button. 

	o 
	o 
	Once the default is reached, the [Start] button turns white and the [Stop] button turns red to indicate filling has been stopped. 

	o 
	o 
	Click on [Stop] button to stop adding oil before the volume to add is reached. 

	o 
	o 
	Click the [Close] button to make the Add Oil pop-up disappear. 




	• 
	• 
	Confirm oil level in non-PCB oil tank is at or near target volume indicator on sight tube. 

	• 
	• 
	Close manual valves routing oil from non-PCB oil tank to transfer pump. 

	• 
	• 
	Set transfer pump station in Manual mode. 

	• 
	• 
	Each morning, transfer 5-10 gallons from QT to 600 and 601 to flush any wet oil and salt from the prior day’s processing. This will prevent blockages due to salt build up. 


	Tank Dimensions 
	Tank Dimensions 

	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Figure
	Safety 
	Safety 

	Disclaimer: The following information is intended to alert the operator to the importance of workplace safety. This information is not intended to equip the operator to workplace safety. The Occupational Safety and Health Act of 1970 requires employers to provide workplaces free from serious recognized hazards and to comply with occupational safety and health standards. Consult your company’s EHS Manager immediately to acquire the necessary training and equipment to safeguard your health and safety. 
	Chemical Safety 
	Chemical use has the potential to harm the health and safety of people in the workplace. The term use encompasses the production, handling, storage, transport, and disposal of substances in the workplace. A chemical can be in any form (solid, liquid, or gas). Chemical by-products or mixtures may also be regarded as hazardous if they contain ingredients that are hazardous and are in concentrations above defined cut-off levels. If chemicals are not properly managed, the effects on health and associated costs 
	The health risk in handling any particular hazardous substance will vary with each substance and the way in which the substance is used. Factors such as route of exposure, type of disease, or injury, the relative toxicity and concentration of the hazardous substance is used. Factors such as route of exposure, type of disease or injury, the relative toxicity and concentration of the hazardous substance are required to be considered in the assessment. Chemical container labels and Safety Data Sheets contain i
	The operator should read, understand, and follow the guidelines listed within the SDS for each chemical used in the lab or the NaX Process before attempting to use or handle the chemical or its container. The operator should pay particular attention to the SDS sections pertaining to PPE. Do not handle any chemical until you understand the following: 
	• 
	• 
	• 
	What PPE is necessary; 

	• 
	• 
	How to properly put on, take off, adjust and wear the PPE; 

	• 
	• 
	The limitations of the PPE; and, 

	• 
	• 
	Proper care, maintenance, useful life and disposal of PPE. 


	Electrical Safety 
	Working with electricity can be dangerous. Licensed electricians and plant maintenance professionals work with electricity directly, including working on overhead lines, cable harnesses, and circuit assemblies. Others, such as laboratory technicians and process operators, work with electricity indirectly and may also be exposed to electrical hazards. 
	Many workers are unaware of the potential electrical hazards present in their work environment, which makes them more vulnerable to the danger of electrocution. The following references aid in recognizing hazards associated with electrical work. 
	Curnt passing through your body can cause electrical shock, resulting in 3 types of potential injuries: 
	1. 
	1. 
	1. 
	Burns (arcs burn with heat and radiation); 

	2. 
	2. 
	Physical injuries (broken bones, falls, and muscle damage). For example, at 10 mA, the muscles clamp on to whatever the person is holding. Larger current can cause severe burns, blindness, and other injuries. 

	3. 
	3. 
	Nervous system effects (stop breathing at 30 to 75 mA alternating current 60Hz, fibrillation at 75 to 100 mA at 60Hz). Fibrillation = heart is “twitching” and there is no blood flow to the body. 
	Nervous system effects (stop breathing at 30 to 75 mA alternating current 60Hz, fibrillation at 75 to 100 mA at 60Hz). Fibrillation = heart is “twitching” and there is no blood flow to the body. 
	NOTE: The heart can be damaged because it is in the path of the most common routes electricity will take through the body: 
	o 
	o 
	o 
	Hand to hand 

	o 
	o 
	Hand to foot 





	WARNING! If you are not specifically trained to perform electrical installations, troubleshooting, or maintenance, do not attempt these activities. Instead, contact your supervisor, your company’s electrical maintenance, or a licensed electrician. 
	If you are trained to perform electrical installations, troubleshooting and maintenance, be sure to observe all warnings and caution posted on the various electrical devices. Also, be sure to read, understand and follow all applicable technical specifications, manuals and safety guides associated with the equipment prior to conducting these activities. 
	Troubleshooting 
	Troubleshooting 

	In the majority of cases, and equipment malfunction can be traced to a disturbance in the control logic or feedback circuit. The effects of these disturbances can easily be cleared by resetting the PLC. The sequence for resetting the PLC must be performed as follows: (1) turn off power to PLC-02 cabinet using the key switch on the side this cabinet; (2) turn off power to the Sodium Room PLC using the key-switch on the side of this cabinet; after waiting about 10 seconds, (3) turn on power to the Sodium Room
	In the majority of cases, and equipment malfunction can be traced to a disturbance in the control logic or feedback circuit. The effects of these disturbances can easily be cleared by resetting the PLC. The sequence for resetting the PLC must be performed as follows: (1) turn off power to PLC-02 cabinet using the key switch on the side this cabinet; (2) turn off power to the Sodium Room PLC using the key-switch on the side of this cabinet; after waiting about 10 seconds, (3) turn on power to the Sodium Room
	computer display window should report correct values for temperatures, volumes, and pressures. Confirm the PLC is fully functioning by clicking on the tank purge buttons. The operator should be able to hear gas entering the tank being purged if the PLC is back online. 

	If the previous procedure does not return function to all process equipment, the operator should check to see that all the necessary breakers disconnect(s) are turned on. Confirm gas lines have pressure and manual gas valves are open. It may become necessary to restart the process control computer. Exit out of the control software and restart the computer. When the computer restarts, reload the process control software. 
	If these measures fail to resolve the malfunction, additional troubleshooting may be required. 
	Before the operator begins to troubleshoot any piece of equipment, they must be familiar with TDS’s safety rules and procedures for working on electrical equipment. These rules and procedures govern the methods that can be used to troubleshoot electrical equipment (including lockout/tagout procedures, testing procedures, etc.) and must be followed while troubleshooting. 
	The operator SHOULD NOT open PLC, starter or heater controller cabinets, valve actuators, process sensors, or any other device or electrical junction box when the items contained within them or connecting wire are energized. 
	Next, the operator needs to gather information regarding the equipment and the problem. It is also important to understand how the equipment is designed to operate. It is much easier to analyze faulty operation when you know how it should operate. Make notes such as briefly describing the event, the time of the event, processing step(s) being performed at the time of the event, and equipment or reading affected. The operator should also note any steps taken to correct the condition such as manually adjustin
	Troubleshooting – Supplemental Info for TDS 
	Troubleshooting – Supplemental Info for TDS 

	The basic steps involved in trouble shooting consist of the following: 
	1. 
	1. 
	1. 
	Observe 

	2. 
	2. 
	Define the problem area 

	3. 
	3. 
	Identify possible causes 

	4. 
	4. 
	Determine the most probable cause 

	5. 
	5. 
	Test and repair 

	6. 
	6. 
	Follow up 
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