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DEBARMENT AND SUSPENSION: CHECKING FOR SAM EXCLUSIONS 
 
Similar to how the WIFIA program checks before providing loans to a WIFIA borrower, the WIFIA 
borrower should also conduct exclusion checks for prime contractors that are supporting federally 
funded projects and ensure their primes are completing checks or requiring certifications of their 
subcontractors.   

STEP 1: LOCATE THE CONTRACTOR’S UNIQUE ENTITY ID (UEID). Entities that conduct 
work with the federal government or on federally assisted projects are typically registered and 
have a UEID. Prime contractors should have a UEID; however, subcontractors may not. Skip to 
Step 4. Certifying Debarment and Suspension Status for Subcontractors 
 
STEP 2: OPEN AND LOG-IN TO SAM.GOV. SELECT ENTITY INFORMATION. You can 
only search entities after logging in to the system. Create an account if it’s your first time using 
the system. 
 

 
Figure 1. Main page – sam.gov 
 
  



 BORROWER GUIDE TO FEDERAL REQUIREMENTS 
 Last Updated: May 2025 
 

 

Page | 2 
 

STEP 3: REVIEW ENTITY’S ACTIVE EXCLUSIONS. You can type in the contractor’s UEID or 
search by entity name. Click on the entity name in the search results and select “Exclusions” in 
the navigation tab. 
 

 
Figure 2. Entity Core Data Page 
 
 



 BORROWER GUIDE TO FEDERAL REQUIREMENTS 
 Last Updated: May 2025 
 

 

Page | 3 
 

 

 
Figure 3. Exclusions history for Entity 

 

STEP 4: CERTIFYING DEBARMENT AND SUSPENSION STATUS FOR 
SUBCONTRACTORS. Subcontractors may not have a UEID and if not, they do not exist in sam.gov. 
The prime contractor should check whether they can locate the entity on sam.gov using the entity name 
to determine exclusions. An alternative would be to require the subcontractor to certify that they are not 
debarred or suspended from federally-funded contracts. There is no specific WIFIA program or 
government-wide template to request this certification.  
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