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CWA 401(a)(2) Process
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Federal Agency Notice to EPA

Section 401(a)(2) requires all federal licensing and permitting 
agencies to notify EPA upon receipt of an application and 
certification/waiver

Timing for 
Notification 

Contents of 
Notification 

4



Goals of  the Federal Agency Notification Form
What did we develop? An online portal for a federal licensing or permitting agency to 
fill out to streamline and standardize the federal agency notification process and 
ensure it meets the requirements at 40 CFR 121.12(a).

1. Streamlining and Standardizing 
the Notification Process:

2. Minimizing Errors:

Creates greater national consistency in 
notices, ensures notices comply with 
Section 121.12(a), and supports a more 
efficient review process.

1. S

2. Minimizing Errors:

Eliminates the need for back-and-forth 
correspondence between EPA and 
federal agencies by clearly 
defining required fields and preventing 
submission of incomplete notices.
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Introductory Text

Asterisk (*) = Required Field
If a required field is left blank, the user cannot submit 
the template to EPA.

Information on the Section 401(a)(2) Federal Agency 
Notice to EPA process
Links to the regulatory text are provided for each step in 
the process.

Submissions are required for EACH federal 
license/permit 
This includes respective certifications/waivers. 
Examples are provided.

Contact Information
Both national and regional points of contact are provided.

Additional Resources
Links to statutory and regulatory text are included.
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Federal License or Permit Identifier
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Federal License or Permit Identifier: Corps

Name of Federal Licensing or 
Permitting Agency  =
Corps

Federal License or Permit Type = 
NWP or RGP/SPGP
If either of the two options is selected, 
an additional question (highlighted) 
pops up.
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Federal License or Permit Identifier: FERC

Name of Federal Licensing or 
Permitting Agency  =
FERC
If FERC is selected, a field for 
Docket ID Number pops up.
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Project Location

Two Ways to Enter Project Location:
1. Manually Enter Latitude/Longitude Point Locations

With the option of adding more latitude/longitude points.
2. Draw Point Locations on a Map

Using the marker tool to drop points on a map. 11



Project Information

Certifying Authority 
Options include: State, EPA, and 
Tribe with TAS

Water Quality Certification 
Decision
Options include: Grant, Grant with 
Conditions, Waiver of 
Certification (explicit), Waiver of 
Certification (passage of time)

Is the FA aware of any NJ 
providing comment? = YES 
The name of the Neighboring 
Jurisdiction and any comments 
will have to be uploaded into the 
Documents section.
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Documents

Documents 
Instructions are provided 
regarding what documents to 
upload.

Where there is no 
“application”
Instructions are provided on 
how to submit materials when 
there is no formal application.

Upload Types
You may upload single or 
multiple documents (e.g., pdf or 
doc) and/or single or multiple 
links.
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Submittal

Reminder to Review Submission 
Submitted forms cannot be edited once 
you click “submit”.

Accidentally Clicking Submit
Instructions are provided if corrections to 
the form are needed.

Disclaimer
Successful submission of the page does 
not guarantee that a notification meets the 
requirements at 40 CFR 121.12.
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Confirmation

Confirmation Page
Indicates that submittal was successful.
Users can print to pdf for their records.
Users can submit another response.

Confirmation Email
Retain a copy of the confirmation email 
for your records.
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Questions?
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