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Challenges
• Reaching target audience
• Getting the target audience to understand the 

immediate importance
• Limited examples - Unknowns
• Records



TN ESA Workgroup
• Setting up the group
• First Meeting Summer 2024
• Goals of the Group



TN ESA Workgroup
• University of TN
• TN Farm Bureau
• Tennessee Department 

of Agriculture
• USDA-NRCS
• US FWS

• TWRA
• National Cotton Council
• TN Soybean
• TAPA – Industry
• TAPA – Retail
• TN Producers
• University of Memphis







Groups Working on ESA
• ESA Collaboration Workgroup
• AAPCO ESA Workgroup
• ESA Regional Effort Discussion
• AAPSE/EPA ESA Outreach
• CropLife America ESA Outreach
• Others





4 Page PDF that goes with the PowerPoint



Collaborative Effort – December 2024

• Weed Science Society of America, Endangered Species Act Committee
o Bill Chism, Chair

• American Association of Pesticide Safety Educators
o Niranjana Krishnan, University of Maryland
o Kim Brown, University of Tennessee

• U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of Pest Management Policy
o Cameron Douglass 
o Elyssa Arnold 

• Support from U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
o Any mention of trade names, manufacturers or products does not imply an endorsement by the US Government of the United States 

Environmental Protection Agency. EPA and its employees do not endorse any commercial products, services, or enterprises.



ESA Resources
EPA Endangered Species Main Page
• https://www.epa.gov/endangered-species 
Pesticides and Endangered Species Educational Resources Toolbox
• https://www.epa.gov/endangered-species/pesticides-and-endangered-species-

educational-resources-toolbox 
EPA Bulletin Live! Two (BLT)
• https://www.epa.gov/endangered-species/bulletins-live-two-view-bulletins 
EPA Mitigation Menu
• https://www.epa.gov/pesticides/mitigation-menu 
Weed Science Society of America webpage – definitions, handouts, and presentations
• https://wssa.net/endangered-species/ 
Mitigation Strategy Tool from by CropLife America and Compliance Services International
• https://mitigationstrategytool.org/   
Pesticide Environmental Stewardship Website from the Center for Integrated Pest Mgt
• https://pesticidestewardship.org/
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EPA Endangered Species 
Main Page



Conclusion

• Work collaboratively
• The ESA assessment process is very new and 

still evolving
• Growers will have to look at drift, 

runoff/erosion, and PULAs on a field-by-field 
basis

• ESA changes will happen gradually over several 
years

Lakeside daisy



How to Replicate
• Identify parties in your area that have a stake
• Don’t over meet
• Keep people engaged 
• Develop relationships
• Be realistic in expectations



More Upcoming
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