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Pre-Application Discussions (EPA, other federal agencies, states, Tribes,

potential Good Samaritans):
Technical assistance on:

Good Samaritan and cooperating person(s) eligibility (§§2(8) & 2(5) of the Act)

Site eligibility (§2(1) of the Act)

- Good Samaritan project eligibility criteria (§4(b) of the Act)
Good Samaritan permit application requirements (§84(c) of the Act)
Investigative sampling application requirements (§4(d)(3) of the Act)

[see Good Samaritan Eligibility Q&A]
Information to support Environmental Review (§(4)(l) of the Act)
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not complete;
application may not
proceed

Within 14 days, EPA provides
application to local, state, tribes,
& FLMAs, as required
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EPA Decides to Grant Permit
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EPA determines
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not complete;
application may not
proceed

Good Samaritan applies to
convert to Good Samaritan
permit w/in 1 year of
concluding sampling
(§84(e) of the Act)

Good Samaritan decides
not to convert, permit
ends as planned



https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2025-07/good-sam-eligibility-qa_final-for-posting_0.pdf
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On whose land is the work occurring?
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Only 1 FLMA -
FLMA leads

>1 FLMA, EPA selects
which to lead after
consultation

FLMA land & state,
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FLMA leads

State, tribal, or private
land — EPA leads
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participation (§84(j) & (I) participation (§84(j) &

of the Act) () of the Act)
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Assessment results Assessment results
in a Finding of No in a Finding of No
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Coordination
w/ Federal, State,
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applicable

Environmental
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does not result
in a Finding of
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application denied
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Assessment
does not result
in a Finding of
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The Act limits the number
of Good Samaritan
permits to 15, and EPA
retains the discretion to
select permit applications
for approval

EPA Decides to Grant
Permit (If EPA lead, EPA
signs decision document)

EPA Decides to Grant
Permit (If FLMA lead,
both FLMA and EPA sign
decision document)

Good Samaritan
begins work!

Disclaimer: This is being provided as information only and does not impose legally binding requirements on EPA, States, or the public. This cannot be
relied upon to create any rights enforceable by any party in litigation with the United States. Any decisions regarding a particular permit will be made
based upon the statute and the discretion granted by the statute, including whether or not to grant or deny a permit.





