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EPA’s Small Business Ombudsman Support

Have a question about a SmallBiz@EPA article or EPA
press release? Need help getting to the best Contact Us
regulatory contact, web information, or have a small N .

S . -368-
business item to add to SmallBiz@EPA? Contact the '\b sElelorine e e
ASBO Program through our live hotllne service (M-F, v Email: asbo@EPA.gov
8:30AM — 4:30PM ET) or via email. We’re here to help
with your small business compliance/enforcement
questions and general asbestos concerns.



https://www.epa.gov/resources-small-businesses/asbestos-and-small-business-ombudsman
mailto:asbo@epa.gov

ﬁv FEATURE

Changes to SmallBiz@EPA: NEW “Discover SBEAP”

SmallBiz@EPA is excited to share the launch of a new addition to the monthly bulletin.
Discover SBEAP: Navigate State Small Business Environmental Assistance Programs
will replace the former Ask SBEAP section. Discover SBEAP will highlight a new state
SBEAP each month to help promote the importance and use of the SBEAP programs.
Learn more about what this new section will feature and how to submit your state
SBEAP to be highlighted in an upcoming edition of SmallBiz@EPA!

POLICY AND REGULATION

EPA Launches the Largest Deregulatory Actions in U.S. History with Proposal to
Rescind Obama-Era Endangerment Finding

On July 30, 2024, EPA Administrator Lee Zeldin released the agency’s proposal to
rescind the 2009 Endangerment Finding. The Endangerment Finding is the legal
prerequisite used by the Obama and Biden Administrations to regulate emissions from
new motor vehicles and new motor vehicle engines. Absent this finding, EPA would lack
statutory authority under Section 202(a) of the Clean Air Act (CAA) to prescribe
standards for greenhouse gas emissions. Read more on the proposed derequlatory
action in the press release.

2025 Interim Final Rule to Extend Compliance Deadlines

On July 28, 2025, EPA took an important step in unleashing the nation’s domestic
energy supply by extending several compliance deadlines in the Biden-Harris
Administration’s Clean Air Act rules for the oil and natural gas industry - commonly
known as OOOOb/c. In an interim final rule, EPA is providing more realistic timelines for
owners and operators of new and modified oil and natural gas sources across the
country. Read more on the interim rule and its compliance deadline extensions.



https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/icymi-epa-launches-largest-deregulatory-actions-us-history-proposal-rescind-obama-era
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/icymi-epa-launches-largest-deregulatory-actions-us-history-proposal-rescind-obama-era
https://www.epa.gov/controlling-air-pollution-oil-and-natural-gas-operations/2025-interim-final-rule-extend-compliance

Withdrawal of Proposed Rule: Regulations Related to Project Emissions
Accounting

On July 16, 2025, EPA withdrew the proposed rule titled, “Prevention of Significant
Deterioration (PSD) and Nonattainment New Source Review (NNSR): Regulations
Related to Project Emissions Accounting” published in the Federal Register on May 3,
2024. Based on comments received, EPA determined that there is insufficient
justification for the proposed rule revisions to the New Source Review (NSR) program
applicability provisions and that the proposed revisions could result in unnecessary
additional burden on regulated entities and state, local, and Tribal air agencies that
implement the NSR regulations. Read more on the emissions rule withdrawal and
derequlatory action.

National Volatile Organic Compound Emission Standards for Aerosol Coatings:
Interim Final Rule

EPA has taken interim final action to revise the compliance deadline in recent
amendments to the National Volatile Organic Compound Emission Standards for
Aerosol Coatings under Clean Air Act (CAA) section 183(e). Specifically, EPA is revising
the compliance date for requirements amended on January 17, 2025, from July 17,
2025, to January 17, 2027. This rule became effective on July 2, 2025. Read more on
the final rule in the Federal Register and make a public comment.

National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants: Integrated Iron and
Steel Manufacturing Facilities Technology Review: Interim Final Rule

EPA has taken interim final action on the National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air
Pollutants (NESHAP) for Integrated Iron and Steel Manufacturing Facilities to revise
certain compliance deadlines for standards finalized in 2024. This interim final rule
became effective on July 2, 2025. Read more on the interim rule in the Federal Register.

National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants for Coke Ovens:
Pushing, Quenching, and Battery Stacks, and Coke Oven Batteries; Residual Risk
and Technology Review, and Periodic Technology Review

EPA has taken interim final action on revisions to the National Emission Standards for
Hazardous Air Pollutants (NESHAP) for the Coke Oven Batteries (COB) source category
and the Coke Ovens: Pushing, Quenching, and Battery Stacks (PQBS) source category
by revising certain compliance deadlines for standards finalized in 2024. Read more on
the interim rule in the Federal Register.



https://www.epa.gov/nsr/nsr-regulatory-actions
https://www.epa.gov/nsr/nsr-regulatory-actions
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/07/02/2025-12323/national-volatile-organic-compound-emission-standards-for-aerosol-coatings-interim-final-rule
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/07/02/2025-12323/national-volatile-organic-compound-emission-standards-for-aerosol-coatings-interim-final-rule
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/07/03/2025-12407/national-emission-standards-for-hazardous-air-pollutants-integrated-iron-and-steel-manufacturing
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/07/08/2025-12626/national-emission-standards-for-hazardous-air-pollutants-for-coke-ovens-pushing-quenching-and
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/07/08/2025-12626/national-emission-standards-for-hazardous-air-pollutants-for-coke-ovens-pushing-quenching-and

EPA Announces Next Set of Actions on Coal Ash Program

On July 17, 2025, EPA announced timely action on the Coal Ash Program and the
agency issued a direct final rule and companion proposal that will extend the
compliance deadlines for coal combustion residual (CCR) management unit (CCRMU)
requirements. This important action will allow facilities to submit both sections of the
Facility Evaluation Report at the same time, provided that both reports are turned in no
later than February 8, 2027. EPA will accept comments on the companion proposal for
30 days after publication in the Federal Register. This final rule will be effective six
months after publication in the Federal Register unless EPA receives adverse
comments. For a copy of the pre-publication notice and more information on how to
comment, visit the CCR Management Units page for more details. Read more on the
Coal Ash Program and make a public comment.

J |
KEY DATES AND OPPORTUNITIES

EPA Sets Up Next Round of Small Business Advocacy Review Panels, Seeks Input
on Toxic Substances Control Act

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is inviting small businesses,
governments, and not-for-profits to participate as Small Entity Representatives (SERs)
providing advice and recommendations for two separate Small Business Advocacy
Review (SBAR) Panels. One SBAR Panel will focus on the agency’s development of a
proposed rule to address unreasonable risk identified in EPA’s Toxic Substances
Control Act (TSCA) risk evaluation for asbestos part 2. A separate SBAR Panel will focus
on the agency’s development of a proposed rule to address unreasonable risk identified
in EPA’s TSCA risk evaluation for formaldehyde.

The Regulatory Flexibility Act requires agencies to establish an SBAR Panel for rules
that may have a significant economic impact on a substantial number of small entities.
The SBAR Panels will include federal representatives from the Small Business
Administration (SBA), the Office of Management and Budget (OMB), and EPA. The
members of the Panels ask a selected group of SERs to provide advice and
recommendations on behalf of their company, government, or organization to inform the
members of the Panels about potential impacts of the proposed rules on small entities.

EPA seeks self-nominations directly from the small entities that may be subject to the
requirements of these two rules. Other representatives, such as trade associations that
exclusively or at least primarily represent potentially regulated small entities, may also
serve as SERs.


https://www.epa.gov/coalash/final-rule-legacy-coal-combustion-residuals-surface-impoundments-and-ccr-management-units
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-announces-next-set-actions-coal-ash-program
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-announces-next-set-actions-coal-ash-program
https://www.epa.gov/assessing-and-managing-chemicals-under-tsca/risk-management-existing-chemicals-under-tsca
https://www.epa.gov/assessing-and-managing-chemicals-under-tsca/risk-management-existing-chemicals-under-tsca
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.epa.gov%2Fassessing-and-managing-chemicals-under-tsca%2Frisk-evaluation-asbestos-part-2-supplemental-evaluation/1/010001988a39024f-62b404a7-c280-4be3-ad4d-8883f989de32-000000/5i_wO-60rx6s1pgejq60yib7Rxc73yAOLtlobFRsw7A=417
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.epa.gov%2Fassessing-and-managing-chemicals-under-tsca%2Frisk-evaluation-formaldehyde/1/010001988a39024f-62b404a7-c280-4be3-ad4d-8883f989de32-000000/D2mGXr2emUbR_5FLogg7xwhZ_yszgBRhcLiHcGU_zs8=417

Nominate yourself as a SER for the asbestos part 2 SBAR Panel. Self-nominations must
be received by September 7, 2025.

Nominate yourself as a SER for the formaldehyde SBAR Panel. Self-nominations must
be received by August 22, 2025.

Extension of Deadlines in Standards of Performance for New, Reconstructed, and
Modified Sources and Emissions Guidelines for Existing Sources: Oil and Natural
Gas Sector Climate Review Final Rule

EPA has taken interim final action to extend certain deadlines within the final rule titled
“Standards of Performance for New, Reconstructed, and Modified Sources and
Emissions Guidelines for Existing Sources: Oil and Natural Gas Sector Climate Review.’
This interim final rule became effective on July 31, 2025. Comments on this interim
final rule must be received on or before September 2, 2025. Read more on the
interim rule in the Federal Register and make a public comment,

Perchloroethylene (PCE); Regulation Under the Toxic Substances Control Act
(TSCA); Request for Comment

EPA is seeking public comment to inform its reconsideration of the Toxic Substances
Control Act (TSCA) regulation for perchloroethylene (PCE). As promulgated in
December 2024, the PCE risk management action addressed the unreasonable risk of
injury to health presented by PCE under its conditions of use by requiring various
workplace exposure controls, prohibiting certain industrial and commercial uses, and
preventing consumer access to the chemical, among other provisions. Comments must
be received on or before August 29, 2025. Read more on the PCE rulemaking in the
Federal Register and make a public comment.

Cypermethrin; Pesticide Tolerances

This regulation establishes a tolerance action for residues of cypermethrin (CASRN
52315-07-8) in or on the food and feed commodities of durian. Under the Federal Food,
Drug, and Cosmetic Act (FFDCA), the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA)
submitted a petition to EPA requesting that EPA establish a maximum permissible level
for residues of this pesticide on in or on the identified commodity(ies). This rule became
effective on July 17, 2025. Objections and requests for hearings must be received
on or before September 15, 2025. Read more on the final rule in the Federal Register
and make a public comment.



https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.epa.gov%2Freg-flex%2Fpotential-sbar-panel-asbestos-part-2-risk-management-rulemaking-under-toxic-substances/1/010001988a39024f-62b404a7-c280-4be3-ad4d-8883f989de32-000000/h1pI80ojW47D0CHsIl6DakhwDgtNWjXXThgv8NMkVpI=417
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.epa.gov%2Freg-flex%2Fpotential-sbar-panel-formaldehyde-risk-management-rulemaking-under-toxic-substances/1/010001988a39024f-62b404a7-c280-4be3-ad4d-8883f989de32-000000/Px6XAvBnbZ-I-IU0hTlWNrVHEJqMe3CQKGpAwY4t2jA=417
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/07/31/2025-14531/extension-of-deadlines-in-standards-of-performance-for-new-reconstructed-and-modified-sources-and
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/07/31/2025-14531/extension-of-deadlines-in-standards-of-performance-for-new-reconstructed-and-modified-sources-and
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/07/30/2025-14429/perchloroethylene-pce-regulation-under-the-toxic-substances-control-act-tsca-request-for-comment
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/07/30/2025-14429/perchloroethylene-pce-regulation-under-the-toxic-substances-control-act-tsca-request-for-comment
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/07/17/2025-13355/cypermethrin-pesticide-tolerances
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/07/17/2025-13355/cypermethrin-pesticide-tolerances

Hazardous and Solid Waste Management System: Disposal of Coal Combustion
Residuals from Electric Utilities; CCR Management Unit Deadline Extension Rule

EPA has taken direct final action to establish an additional option for owners or
operators of active coal combustion residuals (CCR) facilities or inactive CCR facilities
with a legacy CCR surface impoundment to comply with the facility evaluation report
(FER) Part 1 requirements and to extend compliance deadlines for the remaining
CCRMU provisions published in the Federal Register on May 8, 2024. This final rule is
effective on January 22, 2026, without further notice unless EPA receives adverse
comment by August 21, 2025. Read more on the CCR rulemaking in the Federal
Register and make a public comment.

DISCOVER SBEAP

Small Business Environmental Assistance Programs (SBEAPS), located in each state
throughout the country, provide free and confidential compliance assistance support to
the regulated small business community. Each month going forward, this section of
SmallBiz@EPA will be dedicated to highlighting a different state SBEAP Program to help
others discover the great work that each state SBEAP is offering its small business
community.

We encourage you to submit your state’s SBEAP program for a feature in the new
‘Discover SBEAP’ section. Submit your proposed write up to ASBO@epa.gov.
Write-ups may include basic information about the SBEAP program, general services
offered, industry specific or trending topics within your state, and even your SBEAP
compliance assistance success stories.

@ SPOTLIGHT

At lowa State Fair, EPA Administrator Zeldin Announces Diesel Exhaust Fluid (DEF)
Fix

On August 12, 2025, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Administrator Lee
Zeldin announced new action to protect American farmers, truckers, and other diesel
equipment operators from sudden speed and power losses caused by diesel exhaust

fluid (DEF) systems. Alongside U.S. Small Business Administrator Kelly Loeffler at the
lowa State Fair, EPA issued clear guidance urging engine and equipment manufacturers


https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/07/22/2025-13698/hazardous-and-solid-waste-management-system-disposal-of-coal-combustion-residuals-from-electric
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/07/22/2025-13698/hazardous-and-solid-waste-management-system-disposal-of-coal-combustion-residuals-from-electric
https://nationalsbeap.org/states
mailto:ASBO@epa.gov

to revise DEF system software in existing vehicles and equipment to prevent these
sudden shutdowns, giving operators more time to repair faults without impacting
productivity or safety.

Starting with model year 2027, EPA requirements state that all new diesel on-road
trucks must be engineered to avoid sudden and severe power loss after running out of
DEF. To fix the problem for vehicles already in use, EPA’s new guidance, developed in
collaboration with manufacturers, will work to ensure that the necessary software
changes can be made on the existing fleet. In addition to providing certainty to
manufacturers about how EPA wants this issue resolved, the agency is not requiring
separate approvals beyond that provided in EPA’s guidance. This ensures that
bureaucratic steps do not delay manufacturers’ ability to put solutions into the field.

EPA remains committed to protecting air quality and public health while ensuring that
engine operators can depend on the equipment they need. EPA will continue to work
with all stakeholders to ensure practical, durable solutions that simultaneously support
emissions reductions and reliable operations. Read the full press release on the DEF
derates announcement.

New Advocacy Report Shows the Number of Small Businesses in the U.S. Exceeds
36 Million

The Small Business Administration’s Office of Advocacy released the 2025 Small
Business Profiles for the States, Territories, and Nation. According to this year’s release,
the U.S. contains 36.2 million small businesses, which account for almost 46 percent of
private sector employment. From March 2023 to March 2024, U.S. small businesses
created approximately 9 out of every of 10 net new jobs and small businesses in the
U.S. opened 1.1 million new establishments and created a net increase of 1.2 million
new jobs. Read the 2025 Small Business Profiles and the full report.

EPA Announces Next Phase of Organizational Improvements to Better Fulfill
Statutory Obligations to Deliver Clean Air, Land, and Water to All Americans,
Modernize Mission Support

EPA announced the next phase of organizational improvements at the agency to better
fulfill statutory obligations and provide clean air, water, and land for all Americans and
modernize mission support. These workforce changes impact the Office of Mission
Support, Office of the Chief Financial Officer, Office of Enforcement and Compliance
Assurance, and Office of Land and Emergency Management. Read more on the
agency’s organizational improvements in the press release.

Website : ‘ Phone: N Email :
epa.gov/resources-small-businesses/asbo (800)368-5888 AR  sho@epa.gov
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