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POLICY AND REGULATION

Administrator Zeldin Moves Forward with Ensuring U.S. States Are Not Punished
for Foreign Air

EPA Administrator Lee Zeldin announced on April 7, 2025, that the agency is rescinding
Guidance on the Preparation of Clean Air Act Section (CAA) 179B Demonstrations for
Nonattainment Areas Affected by International Transport of Emissions. This guidance
made it unnecessarily difficult for states to demonstrate that foreign air pollution is
harming Americans within their borders. Following the rescission of the guidance, EPA
intends to work with state and local air agencies to develop the evidence necessary to
grant regulatory relief under CAA Section 179b. Read more on this announcement in
the press release.

Administrator Zeldin Announces Major EPA Actions to Combat PFAS
Contamination

On April 28, 2025, EPA Administrator Lee Zeldin outlined upcoming agency action to
address Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances (PFAS). In this suite of actions,
Administrator Zeldin announced a long list which included the creation of effluent
limitations guidelines (ELGs) for certain PFAS to stop these forever chemicals from
entering drinking water systems, and initiatives to engage with Congress and industry to
establish a clear liability framework that ensures the polluter pays and passive receivers
are protected. In line with Administrator Zeldin’s Powering the Great American
Comeback initiative, EPA’s work in this space will advance Pillar 1: Clean Air, Land, and
Water for Every American, and Pillar 3: Permitting Reform, Cooperative Federalism, and
Cross-Agency Partnership. Read more on the actions to combat PFAS in the press
release.

Choline Chloride in Pesticide Formulations; Exemption from the Requirement of a
Tolerance

This regulation establishes an exemption from the requirement of a tolerance for
residues of choline chloride (CASRN 67-48-1) when used as an inert ingredient
(adjuvant) applied to or on animals. Stratacor, Inc., on behalf of Emery Olochemicals
LLC, submitted a petition to EPA under the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act
(FFDCA), requesting an exemption from the requirement of a tolerance. This regulation
eliminates the need to establish a maximum permissible level for residues of choline
chloride, when used in accordance with the terms of the exemption. This regulation
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became effective April 7, 2025. Objections and requests for hearings must be received
on or before June 6, 2025, and must be filed in accordance with the instructions
provided in 40 CFR part 178 (see also Unit I.C. of the supplementary information). Read
more on the rule exemption in the Federal Register.

EPA Will Expeditiously Review New Science on Fluoride in Drinking Water

On April 7, 2025, at an event in Salt Lake City, Utah, with U.S. Health and Human
Services (HHS) Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr., EPA Administrator Lee Zeldin
announced the agency’s decision to expeditiously review new scientific information on
potential health risks of fluoride in drinking water. This renewed scientific evaluation is
an essential step that will inform agency decisions on the standard for fluoride under the
Safe Drinking Water Act. This action aligns closely with EPA’s core mission of protecting
human health and the environment, while working cooperatively with our federal, state,
and local partners to ensure all Americans can rely on clean and safe water. Read more
on this new initiative in the press release.

Partial Administrative Stay of National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air
Pollutants: Integrated Iron and Steel Manufacturing Facilities Technology Review

A letter dated August 14, 2024, and supplemented by a letter dated March 5, 2025, the
EPA's Office of Air and Radiation announced the convening of a proceeding for
reconsideration of certain requirements in the final rule, “National Emission Standards
for Hazardous Air Pollutants: Integrated Iron and Steel Manufacturing Facilities
Technology Review,” published on April 3, 2024. In this action, EPA is staying provisions
establishing compliance deadlines in 2025 for requirements that were added or revised
by the April 3, 2024, final rule for 90 days pending reconsideration. Read more on the
final rule and the deadline extension in the Federal Register.

Air Plan Approval; Louisiana; Interstate Transport Requirements for the 2010
Sulfur Dioxide NAAQS

Pursuant to the Federal Clean Air Act (CAA), EPA is proposing to approve the portion of
the State Implementation Plan (SIP) submittal from the State of Louisiana demonstrating
that the State satisfies the interstate transport requirements of section 110(a)(2)(D)(i)(),
also known as the “good neighbor” provision of the CAA, for the 2010 1-hour sulfur
dioxide (SO.) primary National Ambient Air Quality Standard (NAAQS). The good
neighbor provision requires each State's implementation plan contain adequate
provisions prohibiting the interstate transport of air pollution in amounts that will
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contribute significantly to nonattainment, or interfere with maintenance, of a NAAQS in
any other State. Read more on the proposed NAAQS rule in the Federal Register.

Air Plan Approval; Connecticut; Approval of State Implementation Plan
Requirements for the 2008 Ozone Standard

EPA is approving State Implementation Plan (SIP) revisions submitted by the State of
Connecticut. The SIP revisions are for the Connecticut portion of the New York-
Northern New Jersey-Long Island, NY-NJ-CT Serious ozone nonattainment area for the
2008 ozone standard. The revisions pertain to requirements relating to reasonable
further progress (RFP) plans, an enhanced vehicle emissions inspection and
maintenance (/M) program, transportation conformity, and a clean fuel for motor
vehicles program. This action is being taken under the Clean Air Act. Read more on the
SIP revisions in the Federal Register.

Air Plan Approval; District of Columbia, Maryland, Virginia; Determination of
Attainment by the Attainment Date and Clean Data Determination for the
Washington, DC-MD-VA Nonattainment Area for the 2015 Ozone National Ambient
Air Quality Standards

EPA is finalizing multiple actions related to the Washington, DC-MD-VA nonattainment
area (the Washington Area or the Area) for the 2015 8-hour ozone national ambient air
quality standards (2015 ozone NAAQS). First, the EPA is determining that the
Washington Area attained the 2015 ozone NAAQS by the applicable attainment date of
August 3, 2024. Second, the EPA is determining that the Washington Area has clean
data under the EPA's Clean Data Policy. EPA is taking final action on an exceptional
events request submitted by the District of Columbia (DC) on March 20, 2024, and
concurred on by the EPA on July 17, 2024. Read more on the final rule in the Federal

Reagister.
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KEY DATES AND OPPORTUNITIES

EPA Accepts Nominations for Science Boards

On May 1, 2025, EPA Administrator Lee Zeldin followed through on his commitment to
seek nominations for the Science Advisory Board (SAB) and Clean Air Scientific
Advisory Committee (CASAC). EPA’s science advisory boards, including SAB and
CASAC, provide independent scientific advice to the Administrator on the science that
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underlies agency rulemaking. The SAB and CASAC both play a role in supporting EPA’s
mission to protect human health and the environment.

EPA encourages all interested individuals to apply for consideration. Nominations will be
accepted for 30 days. For more information about the membership application, the
nomination and selection process, please visit EPA’s Science Advisory Board and EPA’s
Clean Air Scientific Advisory Committee.

EPA Celebrates 100 Days with 100 Environmental Actions

On March 30, 2025, EPA Administrator Lee Zeldin released a recap of 100
environmental actions taken by the agency during President Trump’s First 100 Days in
office, including the record Phase 1 hazardous materials clean up after the catastrophic
Los Angeles wildfires; the announcement of major actions to combat PFAS
contamination; redevelopment at 21 Superfund sites across 13 states and removal of all,
or a portion, of 4 sites from the National Priorities List; completion of 25 State
Implementation Plans, 16 of which were backlogged from the previous Administration;
and so much more. Read more on the agency’s first 100 days of environmental actions
in the press release.

ASK SBEAP

Dear Ask SBEAP:

Our nonprofit community is considering acquiring donated industrial space for
career advancement and resilience training. We’ve just learned that the property
previously stored industrial chemicals, potentially classifying it as a brownfield.
Could you outline the recommended steps for assessment and any potential
complications our community should consider before acquisition?

Sincerely, Barron Brown

Dear Barron,

Great to hear about your community initiative on career advancement training — it is a
meaningful effort that will help improve your community members’ lives. According to
the EPA definitions, “A brownfield is a property where the expansion, redevelopment or
reuse of which may be complicated by the presence or potential presence of a
hazardous substance, pollutant or contaminant.” As you mentioned, if the property
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previously stored industrial materials or substances that might have left behind
contamination or require cleanup, it could potentially be classified as a brownfield. With
that in mind, there are key strategic approaches and checkpoints your nonprofit should
consider:

e Engage local and state brownfield programs: Understand community needs
and collaborate with your local, state and federal brownfield programs for
support.

¢ ldentify potential or actual contamination: Conduct Environmental Site
Assessments to determine environmental risks.

o Explore environmental liability safeguards: Work with the community and
stakeholders to avoid responsibility for existing contamination and oversee safety
measures.

o Make strategic plans for cleanup and redevelopment: Create a cleanup and
reuse plan based on the site’s future use into a productive space.

o Seek funding and grant opportunities: Seek federal, state and local grants,
loans and tax incentives to help cover assessment and cleanup costs, making
redevelopment more financially feasible.

EPA offers well-established resources and guidance tailored for nonprofit organizations.
To inspire brownfield developers, the EPA’s Success Stories Map tools showcase
completed projects funded by EPA grants that transformed neglected sites into
community assets. For additional resources to empower communities with brownfield
concerns, please reach out to your state’s regional technical assistance to brownfield, or
the Technical Assistance to Brownfields Communities (TAB).

If you need assistance with navigating environmental regulations, SBEAP provides free
and confidential technical support to help your business meet compliance requirements
smoothly. You can find contact information for your state SBEAP on the State Contact
map available on the National SBEAP website or reach out to the National SBEAP
directly at 800-578-8898.

@ SPOTLIGHT

EPA Administrator Lee Zeldin Releases Video Messages About the EPA Mission
and Next Phases of Organizational Improvements

On April 9, 2025, EPA Administrator Lee Zeldin shared a message to America,
highlighting EPA’s core mission and the work the agency does on behalf of the
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American people, demonstrating his commitment to driving growth through his
Powering the Great American Comeback initiative. Read more on the Administrator’s
message in the press release and watch the video. Administrator Zeldin also released a
message on May 2, 2025, on EPA’s next phase of organizational improvements to better
integrate science into agency offices, deliver clean air, land, and water to all Americans.
Read and watch for more information on Administrator Zeldin’s message on EPA’s
organizational improvements.

EPA Announces Completion of Hurricane Helene response in Western North
Carolina

EPA announced that the agency has completed its work supporting the Federal
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), the North Carolina Department of
Environmental Quality (NC DEQ), the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and local health
departments with hurricane response efforts in western North Carolina. Read more on
the agency’s Hurricane Helene response in the press release.

EPA Announces $49 Million in Technical Assistance to Help Rural, Small, and Tribal
Communities Address Wastewater Challenges

On April 29, 2025, the EPA announced $49 million in funding to technical assistance
providers to help communities address wastewater challenges through the Rural, Small
and Tribal Clean Water Technical Assistance Grant Program. This funding will be for
projects helping hundreds of communities with wastewater infrastructure and Clean
Water Act compliance projects advancing the agency’s Powering the Great American
Comeback initiative by ensuring that all Americans can rely on clean air, land and water.
For more information and details on the full funding announcement read the press
release.

Website : ‘ Phone: N ST
epa.gov/resources-small-businesses/asbo (800)368-5888 AR asbo@epa.gov



https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-administrator-lee-zeldin-releases-video-message-about-epa-mission
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-administrator-lee-zeldin-releases-video-message-about-epa-mission
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-announces-next-phase-organizational-improvements-better-integrate-science-agency
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-announces-next-phase-organizational-improvements-better-integrate-science-agency
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-announces-completion-hurricane-helene-response-western-north-carolina
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-announces-completion-hurricane-helene-response-western-north-carolina
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-announces-49-million-technical-assistance-help-rural-small-and-tribal-0
https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-announces-49-million-technical-assistance-help-rural-small-and-tribal-0
https://www.epa.gov/resources-small-businesses/asbestos-and-small-business-ombudsman
mailto:asbo@epa.gov

