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EPA’s Small Business Ombudsman Support

Have a question about a SmallBiz@EPA article or EPA
press release? Need help getting to the best Contact Us
regulatory contact, web information, or have a small A .

business item to add to SmallBiz@EPA? Contactthe | S AoD0 Hotling: 800-368-5888

ASBO Program through our live hotline service (M-F, w Email: asbo@EPA.gov
8:30AM — 4:30PM ET) or via email. We’re here to help ' '

with your small business compliance/enforcement
questions and general asbestos concerns.


https://www.epa.gov/resources-small-businesses/asbestos-and-small-business-ombudsman
mailto:asbo@epa.gov

POLICY AND REGULATION

EPA Announces Relaunch of Comprehensive Guidance Document Website,
Advances Total Transparency of Trump Administration

On August 13, 2025, EPA announced the relaunch of EPA’s Guidance Portal, a
streamlined website for accessing important guidance documents related to air quality,
water protection, hazardous waste management, and more. The website serves as a
resource for all guidance documents managed across EPA's headquarters
environmental programs. It is designed to be a one-stop shop to help users and small
businesses easily and quickly locate and follow EPA’s active guidance documents on
topics of interest. Read more on the launch of the Guidance Portal in the press release.

Extension of Postponement of Effectiveness for Certain Provisions of
Trichloroethylene (TCE); Regulation Under the Toxic Substances Control Act
(TSCA)

EPA is extending the postponement of the effectiveness of certain regulatory provisions
of the final rule entitled “Trichloroethylene (TCE); Regulation Under the Toxic
Substances Control Act (TSCA)” for an additional 90 days. Specifically, this
postponement applies to the conditions imposed on the uses with TSCA exemptions.
EPA further postpones until November 17, 2025, the conditions imposed on each of
the TSCA section 6(g) exemptions, as described in this document, in the final rule
published on December 17, 2024. Read more on the TCE postponement in the Federal

Reqister.

EPA Finalizes Rule Ensuring Military, Asthma Inhalers, Semiconductor
Manufacturers Have Priority Access to Needed Ingredients

On August 22, 2025, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) finalized a rule to
support essential American industries by renewing limited, priority access to a class of
key chemicals called hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs) for critical uses through 2030.
Specifically, EPA is finalizing its first mandatory five-year review of application-specific
allowances (ASAs), which provide limited, priority access to HFCs for critical uses. By
renewing priority access for five applications, the Trump Administration is ensuring that
critical health, defense, and technology sectors can continue to operate efficiently and
effectively, bolstering human health, national security, and American technology. Please
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see the Reqgulatory Actions for Allowance Allocation and Reporting webpage or read the
Press Release on HFCs for more information.

Technical Correction: Extension of Deadlines for Three Rulemakings

EPA corrected a document that appeared in the Federal Register on August 15, 2025.
EPA finalized the document announcing three public hearings and comment period
extensions for the following three rules:

1) Extension of Deadlines: Standards of Performance for New, Reconstructed, and
Modified Sources and Emissions Guidelines for Existing Sources: Oil and Natural
Gas Sector Climate Review Interim Final Rule;

2) National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants for Integrated Iron and
Steel Manufacturing Facilities; and

3) National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants for Coke Ovens:
Pushing, Quenching, and Battery Stacks, and Coke Oven Batteries

Following publication of this document, EPA discovered inadvertent errors in the
comment period extension dates for the Oil and Natural Gas and Iron and Steel
rulemakings and corrected them in this action. The correction went into effect on
August 22, 2025. Read more on the rule corrections in the Federal Register.

Now Available: EPA’s 2025 Spring Unified Agenda of Regulatory and Deregulatory
Actions

On September 4, 2025, the Semiannual Regulatory Agenda was published, which
occurs twice a year. The fall version includes the Regulatory Plan and is typically
released sometime between October to December. The spring version generally is
published sometime in April to June. Many other federal agencies similarly produce
Agendas and Plans. The General Services Administration's Regulatory Information
Service Center (RISC) compiles all of them into a Unified Agenda of Regulatory and
Deregulatory Actions.

Access an electronic version at Reglnfo.gov - This is probably the easiest place for you
to search for a rule by specific criteria. Choose "Environmental Protection Agency" from
the drop-down menu provided to return rules in the most current Agenda. Under the
"Unified Agenda" tab at the top of the Reglnfo web page, you may also choose historical
Agendas/Plans or click on "Search" to access an advanced search option. Read more
about EPA’s Requlatory Agenda and Plan management process.
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KEY DATES AND OPPORTUNITIES

Funding Opportunity: EPA Announces Availability of $9 Million to Protect Drinking
Water from Natural Hazards and Cybersecurity Threats

On August 5, 2025, EPA announced over $9 million in grant funding for midsize and
large water systems to help protect drinking water from cybersecurity threats and
improve resiliency for extreme weather events. The agency is also publishing

a report titled, Securing the Future of Water: Addressing Cyber Threats Today,
highlighting 10 recommendations to strengthen resiliency to cyberattacks in the water
sector. The report includes recommendations calling for a holistic approach to
strengthen cybersecurity in the water sector by enhancing coordination and
collaboration across government, associations, and water utilities. This funding
opportunity will remain open until October 6, 2025, on www.grants.gov. Read more
on the funding opportunity in the press release.

New Data Shows Chemical Releases Decline While American Economy Thrives

On August 21, 2025, EPA released the 2023 Toxics Release Inventory (TRI) National
Analysis, which shows that toxic chemical releases have decreased as the chemical
industry’s contribution to the national Gross Domestic Product (GDP) has increased.
EPA is holding a public webinar September 30, 2025, at 3:00 PM EST to provide an
overview of the 2023 TRI National Analysis. Read more on the 2023 TRI National
Analysis in the press release and register for the webinar.

'-li DISCOVER SBEAP

As required under Section 507 of the 1990 Clean Air Act Amendments, state Small Business
Environmental Assistance Programs (SBEAPs) partner with EPA in providing regulatory
compliance assistance to small businesses. Each month, Discover SBEAP highlights a different
state SBEAP to help promote the important compliance assistance resources and services they
offer to their local small business community.

Empowering Colorado's Small Businesses’

The Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment’s (CDPHE) Small Business
Assistance Program, housed within the CDPHE’s Air Pollution Control Division, is
committed to aiding small businesses in understanding and complying with
environmental regulations. Colorado’s SBEAP Program provides free services such as
air emission reporting assistance, environmental compliance assistance in various
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industry types like hospitals, schools, data storage facilities, craft breweries, as well as
additional education and resources to go beyond compliance and into sustainability.

Work with Colorado’s exceptional Small Business Liaison, Gabe Catenacci, who recently
received an EPA Administrator’s Small Business Award in 2025 for Outstanding
Accomplishments in Providing Technical Environmental Assistance to the Small
Business Community.

For more information about the Colorado SBEAP program visit their webpage, email
them at cdphe apcd sbap@state.co.us, or call 303-691-4951.

@ SPOTLIGHT

EPA Administrator Zeldin, VP Vance Tour Alta Refrigeration, Highlight EPA Action
to Lower Costs for American Families

On August 21, 2025, at a tour of Alta Refrigeration in Peachtree City, Georgia, with Vice
President J.D. Vance, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Administrator Lee
Zeldin highlighted agency action to increase access to safe, available refrigeration
inputs. The Technology Transitions Rule, implemented by the Biden-Harris EPA, would,
starting next year, require cold storage warehouses to use products like ammonia or
carbon dioxide instead of more available alternatives. The rule also forces companies to
use particular technologies for refrigerant systems, using substances like ammonia that
are more toxic and flammable. The Technology Transitions Rule raises the cost of food
at the grocery store, harms semiconductor manufacturing, and restricts Americans from
being able to purchase affordable air conditioning systems for their homes. EPA has a
proposal at the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) under interagency review
reconsidering the Technology Transitions Rule. When EPA’s reconsideration proposal
clears interagency review, it will be released for public notice and comment. Read more
of the press release on this recent Technology Transition Rule announcement.

EPA Announces Action to Support Lower Food Prices for Americans and Reduce
Burden on American Farmers by Addressing Meat and Poultry Discharge
Regulations

On August 30, 2025, EPA Administrator Lee Zeldin announced a final action imposing
no additional wastewater discharge regulations on meat and poultry processing
facilities. This action advances the Trump Administration’s successful efforts to support
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a lower cost of living for American families and American farmers while protecting
human health and the environment. Read more on the Administrator’s support for
farmers in the press release.

At lowa State Fair, EPA Administrator Zeldin Announces Diesel Exhaust Fluid (DEF)
Fix

On August 12, 2025, EPA Administrator Lee Zeldin announced new action to protect
American farmers, truckers, and other diesel equipment operators from sudden speed
and power losses caused by diesel exhaust fluid (DEF) systems. Alongside U.S. Small
Business Administrator Kelly Loeffler at the lowa State Fair, EPA issued clear guidance
urging engine and equipment manufacturers to revise DEF system software in existing
vehicles and equipment to prevent these sudden shutdowns, giving operators more time
to repair faults without impacting productivity or safety. Read more on the DEF fix
initiative in the press release.

EPA Announces Action on Small Refinery Exemptions, Continues Work to Get
Renewable Fuel Standard Program Back on Track

On August 22, 2025, EPA acted on the backlog of 175 Small Refinery Exemption (SRE)
petitions from 38 small refineries for 2016 — 2024 compliance years. In consultation with
the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE), EPA reviewed and considered information
submitted by each petitioning small refinery. EPA then evaluated each SRE petition
consistent with the Clean Air Act and case law. After carefully reviewing all information,
EPA is granting full exemptions to 63 petitions, granting partial exemptions to 77
petitions, denying 28 petitions, and determining 7 petitions to be ineligible. Read more
on the SRE petitions and the agency’s progress in the press release.
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