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Years as a Bill, Now a Law!

* The bill passed unanimously in the U.S.
Senate, and by voice vote with over two-thirds
majority in the U.S. House of Representatives.

e Signed into law, the Good Samaritan
Remediation of Abandoned Hardrock Mines
Act of 2024, on December 17, 2024. (Public
Law 118-155 118th Congress)

* Alot of support from a wide number of
sponsors and co-sponsors in both the Senate
and House, see next slide.
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SENATE

Sen. Risch, James E. [R-ID]*
Sen. Crapo, Mike [R-ID]*

Sen. Daines, Steve [R-MT]*
Sen. Barrasso, John [R-WY]*
Sen. Lummis, Cynthia M. [R-WY]*
Sen. Thune, John [R-SD]*

Sen. Cramer, Kevin [R-ND]*
Sen. Boozman, John [R-AR]*
Sen. Sullivan, Dan [R-AK]*
Sen. Murkowski, Lisa [R-AK]
Sen. Braun, Mike [R-IN]

Sen. Romney, Mitt [R-UT]

Sen. Ernst, Joni [R-1A]

Sen. Hoeven, John [R-ND]

Sen. Rounds, Mike [R-SD]

Sen. Mullin, Markwayne [R-OK]
Sen. Capito, Shelley Moore [R-WV]
Sen. Lee, Mike [R-UT]

Sen. Budd, Ted [R-NC]

Sen. Tillis, Thomas [R-NC]
Sen. Cotton, Tom [R-AR]

Sen. Heinrich, Martin [D-NM]

Sen. Hickenlooper, John W. [D-CO]*
Sen. Lujan, Ben Ray [D-NM]*

Sen. Kelly, Mark [D-AZ]*

Sen. Tester, Jon [D-MT]*

Sen. Cortez Masto, Catherine [D-NV]*

Sen. Rosen, Jacky [D-NV]*

Sen. Bennet, Michael F. [D-CO]*
Sen. Wyden, Ron [D-OR]*

Sen. Merkley, Jeff [D-OR]

Sen. Stabenow, Debbie [D-MI]
Sen. Whitehouse, Sheldon [D-RI]
Sen. Padilla, Alex [D-CA]

Sen. Smith, Tina [D-MN]

Sen. Welch, Peter [D-VT]

Sen. Schatz, Brian [D-HI]

Sen. Butler, Laphonza R. [D-CA]
Sen. Manchin, Joe, |1l [D-WV]
Sen. Shaheen, Jeanne [D-NH]

Sen. Sinema, Kyrsten [I-AZ]*

HOUSE

Rep. Maloy, Celeste [R-UT-2] |

Rep. Curtis, John R. [R-UT-3]*

Rep. Fulcher, Russ [R-ID-1]*

Rep. Moore, Blake D. [R-UT-1]*

Rep. Owens, Burgess [R-UT-4]

Rep. Zinke, Ryan K. [R-MT-1]

Rep. Simpson, Michael K. [R-1D-2]
Rep. Johnson, Dusty [R-SD-At Large]
Rep. Amodei, Mark E. [R-NV-2]

Rep. Boebert, Lauren [R-CO-3]

Rep. Nehls, Troy E. [R-TX-22]

Rep. Bean, Aaron [R-FL-4]

Rep. Crawford, Eric A. "Rick" [R-AR-1]
Rep. Graves, Garret [R-LA-6]

Rep. Fong, Vince [R-CA-20]

Rep. Stauber, Pete [R-MN-8]

Rep. Lesko, Debbie [R-AZ-8]

Rep. Crane, Elijah [R-AZ-2]

Rep. Newhouse, Dan [R-WA-4]

Rep. Thompson, Glenn [R-PA-15]

Rep. Peltola, Mary Sattler [D-AK-At Large]*
Rep. Lee, Susie [D-NV-3]*

Rep. Costa, Jim [D-CA-211*

Rep. Pettersen, Brittany [D-CO-7]

Rep. Neguse, Joe [D-CO-2]

Rep. Horsford, Steven [D-NV-4]

Rep. Schrier, Kim [D-WA-8]

Rep. Titus, Dina [D-NV-1]

Rep. Crow, Jason [D-CO-6]

Rep. Sykes, Emilia Strong [D-OH-13]
Rep. Vasquez, Gabe [D-NM-2]

Rep. Schiff, Adam B. [D-CA-28]

Rep. Thompson, Mike [D-CA-4]

Rep. Caraveo, Yadira [D-CO-8]

Rep. Gallego, Ruben [D-AZ-3]

Rep. Leger Fernandez, Teresa [D-NM-3]
Rep. Stanton, Greg [D-AZ-4]
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Tackling the Problem

* There are over 100,000 Abandoned Mine Land
sites across the U.S.

* These sites pose safety hazards and threaten
human health and the environment by posing
ongoing risks to water quality and ecosystemes.

* Mitigating physical hazards and cleaning up sites
will be costly, estimated at $11 billion and $50

billion nationwide, respectively.*
° Llablllty concerns may arlse |n Certaln Cleanup Prospect- and mine-rehlla;.t(.adfeaturesacross the U.S. (USGS)
situations.

*Nationwide estimate source: Interstate Mining Compact Commission (IMCC) and National Association of Abandoned Mine Land Programs (NAAMLP)
Hardrock Abandoned Mine Hazards: An Overview of Impacts and Solutions, November 2025
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Overview

* EPA’s Good Samaritan Remediation of Abandoned Hardrock Mines Program seeks to
support the cleanup of abandoned hardrock mine sites.

o Encourages the efforts of certain non-liable parties (aka “Good Samaritans”) who are willing to voluntarily
clean up some of these sites.

* The Good Samaritan Remediation of Abandoned Hardrock Mines Act of 2024:

o Allows 15 Good Samaritan permits and 15 Investigative Sampling permits.

o A Good Samaritan permit provides a ‘shield’ from CERCLA (aka “Superfund”) and Clean Water Act (CWA)
liability.

o Aims to leverage private party resources, both technical and financial, to clean up eligible sites to reduce
environmental and public health risk.
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Current Goals

Successful implementation of 15 Good Samaritan remediation projects.
Demonstrate success in different ways:

* Different ecosystems and watersheds;

* Varied states and land jurisdictions;

* Different cleanup processes;

* Many types of media addressed (e.g., surface water, soil, sediment,
mine waste); and

* Establish a record of measurable improvements (e.g., water quality,
habitat, risk reduction).

In this pilot program, an iterative approach will incorporate lessons
learned throughout a phased process.

-
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The Road Ahead

EPA's Phased Approach for 15 Good Samaritan Pilots:

Construction Season 2026 R Construction Season 2028

: e 8-10si .. :
e 1-3sites S-10sites * Remaining sites to reach 15

* Expanding to public lands total
with Federal Land
Management Agencies
and mixed-ownership

* Probably private lands, as

available The more complex of the

low-risk projects
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Key Components of the Good Sam Law

Proposed activities must make
“IT]he proposed project poses a “measurable progress” toward achieving-

) : |. applicable water quality standards;
low risk to the environment, Il. improved soil quality;

. . - ” lll. improved sediment quality;
as determined by the Administrator. IV. other improved environmental or safety conditions; or

§4(b)(1)(d)(emphasis added) V. reductions in threats to soil, sediment, or water quality

or other environmental or safety conditions;"
§4(m)(1)(A)(v) (emphasis added)

Good Samaritan applicants must

provide financial assurance for EPA will work closely with federal land

every project. management agencies (Departmeth of the
A project without financial assurance that is left Interior and the Department of Agriculture)

incomplete could cause worse environmental impacts on general guidance development.
than the site's original condition.
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Important Pieces

foran Applicant
to Understand

View Process
Flow Chart Here:

December 2, 2025

Flow Chart - EPAaction

Good Samaritan START - EPA begins accepting Applicant decision
i applications (for max 15 Good

Permit Samaritan and max 15 Investigative Mot o prces

Sampling permits)

Pre-Application Discussions (EPA, other federal agencies, states, Tribes,
potential Good Samaritans):
Technical assistance on:
Good Samaritan and cooperating person(s) eligibility (§52(8) & 2(5) of the Act)
+ Site eligibility (§2(1) of the Act)
+ Good Samaritan project eligibility criteria (84(b) of the Act)
« Good Samaritan permit application requirements (§4(c) of the Act)

« Investigative sampling application requirements (§4(d)(3) of the Act)

[see Good Samaritan Eligibility Q&A]

+ Information to support Environmental Review (§(4)(1) of the Act)
Good Samaritan Investigative Sampling

Permit Track Permit Track

Good Samaritan submits
permit application to EPA

/ EPA determines
eligibility criteria
not met, permit
criteria not met,

or application is

Good Samaritan submits
permit application to EPA

EPA determines I
eligibility criteria I
not met, permit
criteria not met,
or application is

A EPA determines eligibility

I criteria met, permit criteria met,
I application is complete; proceed
i

not complete; ‘\ \. not complete;
application may not application may not
proceed o — proceed
N EPA Decides to Grant Permit
investigative sampling

Within 14 days, EPA provides Good Samaritan applies to Good Samaritan decides
application to local, state, tribes, convert to Good Samaritan not to convert, permit
&FLMAs, as required permit w/in 1 year of ends as planned
concluding sampling

(54(e) of the Act)

S,

~a

- On whosae land |s the work occurring f

SN\

/

Only 1 FLMA - =1 FLMA, EPA selocts FLMA land & stats, State, tribal, or private
FLMA loads wehich to lead aftor trikal, or private land land = EPA leads
consultation FLBAA loads
— !
-r/ o
F —— ¥
FLMA leads NEPA EPA loads NEPA
Enviranmental Coordination Environmantal
Assessment & public - wi Fadaral, State, - Asspssment & public
participation (S&4(]] & il Tk o local, as participation (§54() &
of the Act) applicable (1) of the Act)
/\k ‘/\
Enwiranmaental Enmvironmantal
Environmantal Asseuumient results Asssssrmont results Enviranmantal
Assassmont in a Finding of No in a Finding of No Assasament
does not result Significant Impact, Significant Impact, doas not result
In & Finding of can procaed can proceed in a Finding of
Mo Significant No Significant
Impact, Impact,
application denled application denied
The Act limits the number
of Good Samaritan
permits to 15, and EPA
EPA Decides to Grant retains the discretion to EPA Decldes to Grant
Parmit (If FLMA laad, select parmit applications Parmit {if EPA load, EPA
both FLMA and EPA sign far approval signa declsion documant)
declshon documaent) | : i
Good Samaritan

begins work!

DHetakrar; Thin i Baing prossided di dalmidtion oy dvd doss ol imiode lagaly Binoliag rqudrerrurnl o FI Shite, on The pudidic. Thid cannod Be
vl il ipoen R crea e vy gt el o ecabela by ary Py in e lgastion with the Linded States Any daciuons regandig o penticulor permil will he mode
baged upon the statuie and the dicrstion granded By the statute, inchniling whether or ol o gran | or desry @ panmit

EPA Good Samaritan Mine Cleanup Program Webinar




Project Eligibility Considerations

https://www.epa.gov/cleanups/good-samaritan-applicant-eligibility

o ¥ United States
o Environmental Protection Search EPA.gov
\’ Agency g

The site cannot be:

Environmental Topics v Laws & Regulations Report a Violation v About EPA ~

Home Cleanups

Cleanups

Basic Information
Cleanups: What You Should Know
Cleanup laws, regulations and guidance

Science and technology for
cleanups

Find Partners and Contacts
News

Related Links

Contact Us about Cleanups

%

Good Samaritan Applicant Eligibility

Part 1 - |s a site and project eligible for a Good Samaritan permit?

Part 2 - Are specific parties eligible to be a Geod Samaritan or Cooperating Person?

PART 1 -Site and Project Eligibility

A mine site must be an “abandoned hardrock mine site” as defined in the Act to be eligible for a Good Samaritan permit. Projects must
be for “remediation” as defined in the Act and must meet the Act’s permit eligibility criteria, as determined by the Administrator.

A. Site eligibility questions to be considered:
Is the mine site an “abandoned hardrock mine site” [Sec. 2(1)]7 If not, the project is not eligible under the Good Samaritan Act.
1.1s the hardrock mine site abandoned or inactive [Sec. 2(1)(A)]?

* No - stop. Site is not eligible.

o Yes - continue analysis.

2. Was the mine site (1) used for the production of a mineral, other than coal, conducted on Federal land under the “Mining Law of
1872" or (2) on non-Federal land [Sec. 2(1)(A)(i)]?

s No-stop. Siteis not eligible.

o Yes - continue analysis.

December 2, 2025
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In a temporary shutdown or cessation;
Included on the CERCLA National
Priorities List;

The subject of a planned or ongoing
response action under CERCLA or
similar federal and state reclamation or
cleanup program;

A site that has a responsible owner or
operator; or

A site that was actively mined or
processed minerals after December 11,
1980. §2(1)(C).
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Good Samaritan Applicant Eligibility

PART 2 — Good Samaritan & Cooperating Person Eligibility

An entity must meet the Act’s definition of a “Good Samaritan” to be eligible to apply for and receive a Good Samaritan permit. Any
cooperating entities must meet the Act’s definition of a “Cooperating Person” to qualify as Cooperating Person(s) named in a Good

Samaritan permit.

A. Good Samaritan eligibility questions to be considered:

Is the person/entity eligible to be a “Good Samaritan” [Sec. 2(8]]7

1. Is the person/entity a “person” under the Good Samaritan Act, which means any entity described in section 502(5) of the Federal
Water Pollution Act (33 U.5.C. 1362(5)); or section 101(21) of the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and
Liability Act of 1980 (42 U.S.C. 9601(21)) [Sec. 2(13)]?

* No - stop. Person/entity is not a Good Samaritan.

* Yes - continue analysis.

2. Is the person/entity a past or current owner or operator of the abandoned hardrock mine site at which the historic mine residue is

located or a portion of that abandoned hardrock mine site [Sec. 2(8)(A)]?

s Yes - stop. Person is not a Good Samaritan.

o No - continue analysis.

3. Did the person/entity have a role in the creation of the historic mine residue [Sec. 2(8)(B)]?

e Yes - stop. Person/entity is not a Good Samaritan.
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\e;EPA A + B = C (Enforceable Permit)

NEPA

Environmental APPLICATION PERMIT
Assessment |

Identified in Section 4.1
of the law
“Environmental Review
and Public Comment”

Provides conditional
protection from liability
under the CWA and

CERCLA

Identified in Section 4.c of
the law “Application for
Permits”

Project-specific technical
documents will be
referenced from the
application

Must result in a Finding
of No Significant Impact

15 pieces for a complete
application

Coordination during the NEPA and permitting process.
* Creates efficiencies for applicants and reviewers.
* One decision document envisioned by law.



National Environmental Policy Act

* The Good Sam Act requires NEPA review - an Environmental Assessment and Finding
Of No Significant Impact is required.

Good Sam Act NEPA lead agency depends on project location:
* EPA is the NEPA lead on non-Federal lands; and
* Federal land management agency is the NEPA lead agency on Federal public lands.

Applicants can develop EAs in coordination with the lead agency and EPA and are
subject to lead agency approval.

* Public engagement as required by the NEPA statute.

Other Federal statutes (e.g., Endangered Species Act, National Historic Preservation Act,
etc.), if applicable, would be integrated with the NEPA and permitting process.
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Basic Components to the Permit Application

—[ General Information and Eligibility Criteria }

e General Project Information
e Analysis of Eligibility Criteria for Good Samaritan Qualification

—[ Good Sam Project Description — Remediation Activities J—

e Description of Baseline Conditions of the Remediation Area (description of the problem)
e Remediation Plan (description of how the problem is to be addressed)

—[ Supporting Information }

e Monitoring Plan (description of the measurements to be taken that determine if the
cleanup is working)

e Remediation Cost Estimate and Financial Assurance
e Health and Safety Plan, Contingency Plan
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4 N\
General Information and

_ Eligibility Criteria

* Basic information identifying the Good Samaritan
project and permit applicant.

* Asks questions that capture due diligence information
of utmost importance to the project - such as surface
and minerals owners associated with the project area.

* Requests a location map that provides sufficient
information for a reviewer to be able to accurately
locate the project area.
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[Key Eligibility Conditions for Projects }

 Itisimportant to understand Good Sam eligibility criteria, both for the Good Sam(s) (people
doing the work) and the proposed project (the site itself).
* Necessary elements to proceed with a Good Samaritan project include:
* Applicant and cooperating person may not be liable for the contamination;
A project property that does not have a responsible owner or operator;

A project that addresses mine materials (at a site that was not actively mined and did not
actively process minerals after 1980) suitable for remediation;

A legal right to access the property;
A project that will create a benefit to the environment;

The applicant has the capability (technical expertise and financial assurance) to complete
the work; and

Mining/exploration is not authorized.
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Good Samaritan Project Description —
Planned Remediation Activities

Identify and Establish Baseline Remediation Plan

Conditions of the Remediation Area . . L
* Applicant describes the remediation efforts

« Applicant characterizes current conditions to take place as part of the Good Samaritan
of the project area by providing component project.
descriptions. * Applicant also describes how the project

area will look and be taken care of after

* Important to characterize components of remediation is complete.

the natural setting and build an
understanding of the impacts the mine

residue has created (e.g., impaired water Maps are important to document the
quality or affected vegetation) using remedlgt.lon comppnents and to documen‘F
the anticipated finished results after work is
complete.

* Show “Measurable Progress.”

existing data.
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[ Supporting Information }

Remediation Cost Estimate and Financial Assurance

Monitoring Plan

. . . o * Applicant id ject budget and descripti ffi ial
* Applicant describes the intended monitoring activities PPICANT provides a project bucget ant description ot financla

post-remediation that will demonstrate the success of
the project. any operation and maintenance, will be completed.

resources that demonstrates that the permitted work, including

* Monitoring can include the sampling and/or study of Health and Safety Plan

the following, e.g.: . . . e
& €8 * Applicant provides a project-specific health and safety plan that

Historic mine resi . : .
© nistoric e residue applies to all on-site workers.

o Surface water, sediment and/or soil sampling.

o Revegetation success. ]
Contingency Plan

* A sampling/monitoring map(s) shows the locations

and types of monitoring to be completed. * Applicant provides a contingency plan that accounts for adverse

events, including adverse weather and sudden releases of
historic mine residue, and includes response and notification
plans.
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Application Review Process and Permit Approval

* EPA is ready to consider Good Sam permit application
packages.

* EPA strongly encourages pre-application discussions at
any time with potential Good Samaritans.
* As part of the permit review and approval, EPA will:
* Work through the details of initial permit language;

* Coordinate with federal, state, local and Tribal
governments and non-governmental organizations;

Acid mine drainage photo.

* Ensure public involvement; and
* Approve, up to 15, permits that meet the law.

December 2, 2025 EPA Good Samaritan Mine Cleanup Program Webinar




State Partnerships —
A Key to Unlocking Good Sam’s Success

* A strong partnership with our state colleagues is key to our success.

 State/Tribes with jurisdiction must be given an opportunity to review and, if necessary,
comment on the grant of the Good Sam permit
* Reminder, certain Clean Water Act requirements related to States’ roles are not exempt (e.g., CWA 401).

* EPA plans to draw on States’ deep knowledge of Abandoned Mine Land and water
quality
issues/solutions.
* |n the process of pre-application discussions, States’ views are essential to identifying
successful projects.
 State input helps us understand:
* Local community’s goals for a cleanup;
* Local resources that can be included to support the Good Sam; and
e State and local laws, regulations, and guidance to implement our permits.

Internal EPA Document, Do Not Share or Quote




Considering Good Samaritan Pilot Scope

¥

Why starting small establishes a \
sustainable base for Good Samaritan pilots. |

* Good Samaritan permits address certain types of
remediation activities.

* Given the layers of concurrent federal compliance
requirements, a Good Samaritan pilot should have a
focused cleanup area, a targeted media, and achievable
measures of success.

* The Act requires that the permit applicant be able to
financially address all necessary components of the
investigative sampling, remediation and monitoring of
the proposed project.
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Hypothetical Pilot Project - Overview

 Example Problem: Acid mine drainage (AMD) from an
abandoned mine adit drains through a waste
rock/tailings pile, liberating metals into the area posing a
threat to human health and the local ecosystem.

* Measurable Result: The AMD is routed around the waste
rock/tailings, an earthen cap is placed over the waste
rock/tailings and revegetated. This limits AMD physical
contact with metals in the waste rock/tailings and
improves water quality downstream, potentially
restoring any local wetlands and helping to re-
establishing native riparian vegetation.
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Hypothetical Example
General Project Description and Baseline Conditions

There is a collapsed mine portal/adit that drains water
perennially. The adit effluent flows across, infiltrates, and

percolates through a large mine waste pile and discharges
into the valley below.

December 2, 2025
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Hypothetical Example
Developing a Remediation Plan and Showing Measurable Progress

* The water quality data demonstrates that the
interaction of surface water (from the adit portal and
precipitation events) with the waste pile increases
metals contamination downstream in the receiving
wetlands and creek.

* The engineering design specifications aim to reduce the
mobilization of metals and mine-impacted material
from the site by:

o Rerouting the adit channel.

o (The Act prohibits projects that plug, open, or otherwise
“alter” a portal/adit.)

o Constructing a run-on channel.
o Recontouring the mine waste pile.
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Map of
Proposed
Remediation
Activities

DO NOT AISTURB
EXISTING
WETLAND

GRADING LIMITS
(APPROX [TFR.)
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Final Design
"1 Showing Post-
Remediation Site
Conditions

APERCAMAT
| MINE WASTE
GRADING LINGTS

TONE/ACRE

2. PULVERIZED LIMESTOME IN SUPERSACKS AODED AT 30
TONS/ACRE

3. DNCE ROUGH GRADING (S ACHEVED LIMESTOME MATERIAL

SHALL BE SPREAD ACEOES EXPOSED 'WASTE AND MIMED M

USING AN EXCAVATOR BUCKET OR RIDPER TEETH OMN THE

DOZER

LIMESTOME KMATERIAL TO BE PLACED IM DEPTHE CF 12 - 18

INCHES,

BFTER LIMESTOME PLACEMENT CLEAM FILL SHALL BE SPREAD B

ACROSS THE SITE AT DEPTHS OF 4 - & INCHEZ.

6. SOLTOBE TRACKED INTD THE GRADED SLOPE

7. SOLTOEBE AMENDED WITH 4-6-2 FERTIIZER (2000#/ACEE!

B.  SOLTOBE AMENDED 'WITH COMPO5T AT 50 TOMS/ACRE

& EOL AMEMDMENTS TD BE MINED INTO THE TOP 3 INCHES OF 5
THE 3CIL

10, RECLABAED SLOPEES TO BE HUMMOCKED OR ROUGHEMED
PRIOE T SEEDING AND MULCHING.

11, MULCHING REQGUIREMENTE PFER TROUT LFMLEMITED

- DRECTHON

812, ALL MINE WASTE GRADING TO BE PERFORMED OMSITE

GRADIMNG PLAN SHOWN IS APPROXIMATE AND SLUBFECT TO

SITE COMDITRIHE.
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Office of Mountains, Deserts, and Plains Contacts

David Hockey
Director
hockey.david@epa.gov

Jamey Watt
Lead for Good Samaritan Program Development
watt.jamey@epa.gov

Webpage: https://www.epa.gov/cleanups/good-samaritan-remediation-
abandoned-hardrock-mines-program
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