
JOINT GUIDANCE

Subject: Joint guidance for clarifying and applying the terms “basic purpose” and 
“overall project purpose” 

1. Purpose. This joint guidance aligns the 
interp and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
“basic purpose” and “overall project purpose” under the Clean Water Act 
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This guidance provides a joint agreement by the EPA and the Corps that “basic purpose” is used to 
determine the water-dependency of a project and that “overall project purpose” is used to evaluate 

These terms 
relevant purposes.  

 
b. . This joint guidance provides transparency to the public on 

how the EPA and Corps interpret the  
purpose” and “overall project purpose.” Consistency across the federal agencies in how these terms 

permit 
applicants and  
permit processing. follow this guidance as part of its review of 

of 
Corps individual permit for compliance with the Se uidelines. 

 
3. Guidance. 
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c. . The overall project purpose is used 
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i. As an  n applicant may propose the following 
overall project purpose: 

 
To  professionally designed championship golf 
course community in East County with  
for city  

 
The district must use its independent judgment in determining the overall project purpose. The 
overall project purpose must not be so narrowly 

. In the above project purpose 
proposed by the applicant is too restric  for a number of reasons  including its reference to a 
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ii. As an 

   
 

To provide a reliable future water supply to meet the projected increase in demand for 
the Westlake area.  
 

incorrectly stated in terms of a 
 

   
To construct a new  of water by impounding Clear Creek 
upstream of the City of Westlake.   

 
of the overall project purpose 
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iii. In another  for a water supply project overall project purpose could 
be stated as:   

 
East County in the 

projected growth through the year 6 .  
 

Applying this overall project purpose a range of 
- could include

wastewater; groundwater wells; purchase of water from other suppliers; increased 

system with no storage reservoir; river or stream intake with one storage reservoir; and 
n- could include: 

reservoir 
groundwater use with the preferred reservoir 
the preferred reservoir 
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