
 
 
 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
SUBJECT: Response to the Office of Inspector General Corrective Action Memorandum for Final  

Report: Audit of the EPA’s Water Infrastructure Set-Aside Grants to Tribes, Report No. 
25-P-0036 

 
FROM:  Jessica L. Kramer 
 
TO:   Nicole N. Murley, Acting Inspector General 

Office of Inspector General  
 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to respond to the Office of Inspector General’s corrective action 
memorandum dated September 24, 2025, which corresponds to the OIG final report: Audit of the EPA’s 
Water Infrastructure Set-Aside Grants to Tribes that directed six recommendations to the Office of 
Water. In the OIG’s September 24, 2025, corrective action memorandum, the OIG agrees that the 
OW’s planned corrective action for Recommendation 6 meets the intent of the recommendation. In 
the final report dated June 16, 2025, the OIG accepted the OW’s proposed corrective actions and 
completion dates, resolving the OIG’s Recommendations 1, 2, 3, 4, and partially agreeing to 
Recommendation 5, stating “the corrective action, as provided, will address the intent of the 
recommendation for the DWIG-TSA program, however, this corrective action does not address the 
CWISA projects considered for funding.” In the OW’s August 13, 2025, memorandum responding to 
final report, the OW provided a proposed corrective action to address the unresolved clean water 
portion of Recommendation 5. In the OIG’s September 24, 2025, corrective action memo, 
Recommendation 5 remains unresolved as the OIG interpreted that the OW’s proposed corrective 
action to Recommendation 5 pertained to the clean water program but not to the drinking water 
program. 
 
The following is a clarification of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s response to unresolved 
Recommendation 5 for both the drinking water and clean water programs, including the proposed 
corrective actions for the drinking water program found in the OW’s February 24, 2025, response to 
draft report (published in OIG final report dated June 16, 2025) and for the clean water program found 
in the OW’s August 13, 2025, response to OIG final report.   
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AGENCY’S RESPONSE TO REPORT RECOMMENDATIONS 5  
 

Recommendation Office 
  

High-Level Intended 
Corrective Action(s)                                         

Estimated 
Completion 
Date 

5. Provide guidance to the regional 
offices regarding pre-award 
recordkeeping requirements for 
documenting the rationale and data 
used to determine funding decisions 
related to the tribal set-aside 
programs for all Infrastructure 
Investment and Jobs Act awards.  

Office of 
Water 
  

Agree.  
 
The Office of Wastewater Management 
proposes the development and 
implementation of policy guidance 
communication to the regional Clean 
Water Indian Set Aside (CWISA) 
Guidance support staff to clarify pre-
award recordkeeping requirements 
when Regions request to fund a CWISA 
project that deviates from Indian Health 
Service (IHS) Sanitation Deficiency 
System (SDS) priority order.  
 
The Office of Groundwater and Drinking 
Water will provide additional 
instructions for how Regions should 
document information related to DWIG-
TSA project proposals received and how 
the Region applies their project 
prioritization methodology. 
 

 
 
March 31, 2026 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June 30, 2026 

 
 
CONTACT INFORMATION 
Thank you for the opportunity to clarify the OW’s response to the OIG’s Recommendation 5. If you 
have any questions regarding this response, please contact the Office of Water Audit Follow-up 
Coordinator, Carla Hagerman, at Hagerman.Carla@epa.gov.  
 
 
 
cc:  Katherine Trimble, OIG 

Marcus Gullett, OIG 
Kevin King, OIG 
Jenny Drzewiecki, OIG 
Peggy Browne, OW/DAA 
Benita Best-Wong, OW/DAA 
Macara Lousberg, OW/IO 
Janita Aguirre, OW/IO 
Carla Hagerman, OW/IO 
Andrew Sawyers, OW/OWM 
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Wynne Miller, OW/OWM 
Jennifer McLain, OW/OGWDW 
Yu-Ting Guilaran, OW/OGWDW  
Raffael Stein, OW/OWM 
Veronica Blette, OW/OWM 
Cathy Allen, OW/OWM 
Katherine Stebe, OW/OWM 
Leeann Youn, OW/OWM 
Travis Cummings, OW/OGWDW 
Gregg Treml, OFA/DCFO 
Meshell Jones-Peeler, OFA/OFOM 
Sue Perkins, OFA/OFOM 
Andrew LeBlanc, OFA/OFOM 
Jose’ Kercado, OFA/OFOM 
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