Supplement for Protect Your Family From Lead in Your Home pamphlet

This is a supplement for the March 2021 and older versions of the Protect Your Family From Lead in Your Home
(PYF) pamphlet. The January 2026 version of the PYF pamphlet includes the new dust-lead action levels
(previously referred to as the dust-lead clearance levels) and dust-lead reportable levels (previously referred to
as the dust-lead hazard standards) that are effective January 12, 2026. These levels are referenced on pages 6
and 11. Pages 10 and 11 of the January 2026 version also reflect the updated definition of abatement, which
was effective January 13, 2025. EPA does not require users to discard older versions of the PYF document. To
ensure that the updated information is provided, users should provide this PYF supplement if using prior
versions of the pamphlet.

The following information replaces the information on Page 6
Deteriorating lead-based paint (peeling, chipping, chalking, cracking or damaged paint) is a hazard and needs
immediate attention. Lead-based paint may also be a hazard when found on surfaces that children can chew or
that get a lot of wear and tear, such as:

e On windows and window sills
e Doors and door frames

e  Stairs, railings, banisters and porches

Lead-based paint is usually not a hazard if it is in good (intact) condition and if it is not on an impact or friction
surface like a window.

Lead dust can form when lead-based paint is scraped, sanded or heated. Lead dust also forms when painted
surfaces containing lead bump or rub together. Lead paint chips and dust can get on surfaces and objects that
people touch. Settled lead dust can reenter the air when the home is vacuumed or swept, or when people walk
through it. EPA currently defines any reportable level of lead dust measured by an EPA-recognized lead
laboratory as hazardous.

If you suspect your home has lead-based paint, you should clean regularly to minimize dust using the information
on pages 9 and 11, especially when young children live in the home. EPA does not recommend lead abatements
based on lead dust unless the lead dust is at or above the action levels listed on page 11.

Lead in soil can be a hazard when children play in bare soil or when people bring soil into the house on their shoes.
EPA currently defines the following levels of lead in soil as hazardous:

e 400 parts per million (ppm) and higher in play areas of bare soil
e 1,200 ppm (average) and higher in bare soil in the remainder of the yard

Remember, lead from paint chips—which you can see—and lead in dust or soil—which you may not be able to see—can
both be hazards.

The only way to find out if paint, dust or soil lead hazards exist is to test for them. The next page describes how to do
this.



The following information replaces the information on Page 10:

Disturbing lead-based paint or removing lead improperly can increase the hazard to your family by spreading even
more lead dust around the house.

e In addition to day-to-day cleaning and good nutrition, you can temporarily reduce lead-based paint
hazards by taking actions, such as repairing damaged painted surfaces and planting grass to cover
lead-contaminated soil. These actions are not permanent solutions and will need ongoing attention.

e You can minimize exposure to lead when renovating, repairing or painting by hiring an EPA- Tribal-or
state-certified renovator who is trained in the use of lead-safe work practices. If you are a do-it-
yourselfer, learn how to use lead—safe work practices in your home.

e Toremove lead hazards, you should hire a certified lead abatement contractor. Abatement methods
(which are designed to permanently address lead-based paint hazards) include removing, sealing or
enclosing lead-based paint with special materials. Just painting over the hazard with regular paint will not
permanently address the lead-based paint hazards.

Always use a certified contractor who is trained to address lead hazards safely.

e Hire a Lead-Safe Certified firm (see page 12) to perform renovation, repair or painting (RRP)
projects that disturb painted surfaces.

e Hire a certified lead abatement contractor to permanently address lead hazards. This will ensure
your contractor knows how to work safely and has the proper equipment to clean up thoroughly.

e Certified contractors will employ qualified workers and follow strict safety rules set by their state or
Tribe or by the federal government.

To remove lead hazards, you should hire a certified lead abatement contractor. Abatement methods (which
are designed to permanently address lead-based paint hazards) include removing, sealing or enclosing lead-
based paint with special materials. Just painting over the hazard with regular paint will not permanently
address the lead-based paint hazards.

The following information replaces the information on Page 11:

If your home has had a lead abatement, dust cleanup activities must be conducted once the work is
completed. Dust cleanup activities must be conducted until clearance testing indicates that lead dust levels
are below the following action levels:

e 5 micrograms per square foot (ug/ft?) for floors, including carpeted floors
e 40 pg/ft? for interior window sills

e 100 pg/ft? for window troughs

Abatements are designed to permanently address lead-based paint hazards. However, when an abatement
is complete lead dust may still remain above reportable levels (see page 6) and can also be reintroduced into
an abated area. Steps to keep lead dust low after an abatement include:

e  Using a HEPA vacuum on all furniture and other items returned to the area
e Regularly cleaning floors, window sills, troughs and other hard surfaces with a damp cloth or sponge
and a general all-purpose cleaner

Please see page 9 for more information on steps you can take to protect your home after the abatement. For
help in locating certified lead abatement professionals in your area, call your state, Tribal or local agency (see
pages 15 and 16), visit cdxapps.epa.gov/leadpro, or call 1-800-424-LEAD [5323].
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