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Important lead hazard information for 

families, child care providers and schools. 
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SAMPLE PRERENOVATION FORM 
This sample form may be used by renovation firms to document compliance with the Federal 

pre-renovation education and renovation, repair, and painting regulations. 

Occupant Confirmation 

Pamphlet Receipt 

❑ I have received a copy of the lead hazard information pamphlet informing me of the 

potential risk of the lead hazard exposure from renovation activity to be performed in my 

dwelling unit. I received this pamphlet before the work began. 

Printed Name of Owner-occupant 

Signature of Owner-occupant Signature Date 

Renovator’s Self Certification Option (for tenant-occupied dwellings only) 

Instructions to Renovator: If the lead hazard information pamphlet was delivered but a tenant 

signature was not obtainable, you may check the appropriate box below. 

❑   Declined – I certify that I have made a good faith effort to deliver the lead hazard 

information pamphlet to the rental dwelling unit listed below at the date and time indicated 

and that the occupant declined to sign the confirmation of receipt. I further certify that I 

have left a copy of the pamphlet at the unit with the occupant. 

❑ Unavailable for signature – I certify that I have made a good faith effort to deliver the lead 

hazard information pamphlet to the rental dwelling unit listed below and that the occupant 

was unavailable to sign the confirmation of receipt. I further certify that I have left a copy of 

the pamphlet at the unit by sliding it under the door or by (fill in how pamphlet was left). 

Printed Name of Person Certifying Delivery Attempted Delivery Date 

Signature of Person Certifying Lead Pamphlet Delivery 

Unit Address 

Note Regarding Mailing Option — As an alternative to delivery in person, you may mail the 

lead hazard information pamphlet to the owner and/or tenant. Pamphlet must be mailed at 

least seven days before renovation. Mailing must be documented by a certificate of mailing 

from the post offi  ce. 



IT’S THE LAW! 
Federal law requires contractors that disturb painted surfaces 

in homes, child care facilities and schools built before 1978 to 

be certified and follow specific work practices to prevent lead 

contamination. Always ask to see your contractor’s certification. 

Federal law requires that individuals receive certain information 

before renovating more than six square feet of painted surfaces 

in a room for interior projects or more than twenty square feet 

of painted surfaces for exterior projects or window replacement 

or demolition in housing, child care facilities and schools built 

before 1978. 

•  Homeowners and tenants: renovators must give you this 

pamphlet before starting work. 

•   Child care facilities, including preschools and kindergarten 

classrooms, and the families of children under six years of age 

that attend those facilities: renovators must provide a copy 

of this pamphlet to child care facilities and general renovation 

information to families whose children attend those facilities. 



https://hud.gov/contactus/healthy-homes
https://cdc.gov/lead-prevention/about
https://cpsc.gov


https://epa.gov/lead/contacts


https://epa.gov/lead/outreach
https://epa.gov/lead/forms/nlic


https://www.epa.gov/lead/learn-about-lead
https://cdxapps.epa.gov/leadpro
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WHERE DOES THE LEAD COME FROM? 

Dust is the main problem. 

The most common way to get lead in the body is from dust. Lead dust comes from 

deteriorating lead-based paint and lead-contaminated soil that gets tracked into 

your home. This dust may accumulate to unsafe levels. Then, normal hand to-mouth 

activities, like playing and eating (especially in young children), move that dust from 

surfaces like floors and window sills into the body. 

Home renovation creates dust. 

Common renovation activities like sanding, cutting, and demolition can create 

hazardous lead dust and chips. 

Proper work practices protect you from the dust. 

The key to protecting yourself and your family during a renovation, repair or painting 

job is to use lead-safe work practices such as containing dust inside the work area, 

using dust-minimizing work methods, and conducting a careful cleanup, as described 

in this pamphlet. 

Other sources of lead. 

Remember, lead can also come from outside soil, your water, or household items 

(such as lead-glazed pottery and lead crystal). Contact the National Lead Information 

Center at 1-800-424-LEAD (5323) for more information on these sources. 
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DURING THE WORK 

Federal law requires contractors that are hired to perform renovation, repair and painting 

projects in homes, child care facilities, and schools built before 1978 that disturb painted 

surfaces to be certified and follow specific work practices to prevent lead contamination. 

The work practices the contractor must follow include these three simple procedures, 

described below: 

1. Contain the work area. The area must be contained so that dust and debris do not 

escape from that area. Warning signs must be put up and plastic or other impermeable 

material and tape must be used as appropriate to: 

• Cover the floors and any furniture that cannot be moved. 

• Seal off  doors and heating and cooling system vents. 

• For exterior renovations, cover the ground and, in some instances, erect vertical  

containment or equivalent extra precautions in containing the work area. 

These work practices will help prevent dust or debris from getting outside the work area. 

2. Avoid renovation methods that generate large amounts of lead-contaminated dust. 

Some methods generate so much lead-contaminated dust that their use is prohibited. 

They are: 

• Open flame burning or torching. 

• Sanding, grinding, planing, needle 

gunning, or blasting with power tools and 

equipment not equipped with a shroud 

and HEPA vacuum attachment. 

• Using a heat gun at temperatures greater 

than 1100°F. 

There is no way to eliminate dust, but some 

renovation methods make less dust than others. Contractors may choose to use various 

methods to minimize dust generation, including using water to mist areas before sanding 

or scraping; scoring paint before separating components; and prying and pulling apart 

components instead of breaking them. 

3. Clean up thoroughly. The work area should be cleaned up daily to keep it as clean 

as possible. When all the work is done, the area must be cleaned up using special 

cleaning methods before taking down any plastic that isolates the work area from the 

rest of the home. The special cleaning methods should include: 

• Using a HEPA vacuum to clean up dust and debris on all surfaces, followed by 

• Wet wiping and wet mopping with plenty of rinse water. 

When the final cleaning is done, look around. There should be no dust, paint chips, or 

debris in the work area. If you see any dust, paint chips, or debris, the area must be 

re-cleaned. 
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PREPARING FOR A RENOVATION 

The work areas should not be accessible to occupants while the work occurs. 

The rooms or areas where work is being done may need to be blocked off  or sealed 

with plastic sheeting to contain any dust that is generated. Therefore, the contained 

area may not be available to you until the work in that room or area is complete, 

cleaned thoroughly, and the containment has been removed. Because you may not 

have access to some areas during the renovation, you should plan accordingly. 

You may need: 

• Alternative bedroom, bathroom, and kitchen arrangements if work is occurring in 

those areas of your home. 

• A safe place for pets because they too can be poisoned by lead and can track lead 

dust into other areas of the home. 

• A separate pathway for the contractor from the work area to the outside in order to 

bring materials in and out of the home. Ideally, it should not be through the same 

entrance that your family uses. 

• A place to store your furniture. All furniture and belongings may have to be moved 

from the work area while the work is being done. Items that can’t be moved, such as 

cabinets, should be wrapped in plastic. 

• To turn off  forced-air heating and air conditioning systems while the work is being 

done. This prevents dust from spreading through vents from the work area to the 

rest of your home. Consider how this may affect your living arrangements. 

You may even want to move out of your home temporarily while all or part of the 

work is being done. 

Child care facilities and schools may want to consider alternative accommodations for 

children and access to necessary facilities. 
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CHECKING YOUR HOME FOR LEADBASED PAINT 

Older homes, child care facilities, and schools are more likely to contain 
lead-based paint. 

Homes may be single-family homes or apartments. They may be private, government-

assisted, or public housing. Schools are preschools and kindergarten classrooms. They 

may be urban, suburban, or rural. 

You have the following options: 

You may decide to assume your home, child care facility, or school contains lead. 

Especially in older homes and buildings, you may simply want to assume lead-based 

paint is present and follow the lead-safe work practices described in this brochure 

during the renovation, repair, or painting job. 

You can hire a certified professional to check for lead-based paint. 

These professionals are certified risk assessors or inspectors, and can determine if 

your home has lead or lead hazards. 

• A certified inspector or risk assessor can conduct an inspection telling you whether 

your home, or a portion of your home, has lead-based paint and where it is located. 

This will tell you the areas in your home where lead-safe work practices are needed. 

• A certified risk assessor can conduct a risk assessment telling you if your home 

currently has any lead hazards from lead in paint, dust, or soil. The risk assessor 

can also tell you what actions to take to address any hazards. 

• For help finding a certified risk assessor or inspector, call the National Lead 

Information Center at 1-800-424-LEAD (5323). 

You may also have a certified renovator test the surfaces or components being 

disturbed for lead by using a lead test kit or by taking paint chip samples and sending 

them to an EPA-recognized testing laboratory. Test kits must be EPA-recognized and 

are available at hardware stores. They include detailed instructions for their use. 



https://epa.gov/getleadsafe

