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WHAT IS DATA CERTIFICATION?

 Primary Quality Assurance Organizations (PQAOs) attest the completeness 
and accuracy of the previous year’s data collected by approved monitors at 
State/Local Air Monitoring Stations (SLAMS) and Special Purpose Monitor 
(SPM) sites that meet CFR Quality Assurance/Quality Control (QA/QC) 
criteria.
 Data certification requirements may also be in other agreements.

 Required May 1st submittal to the Regional Administrator by 40 CFR §58.15

 EPA does not “validate” or “certify” data submitted by an agency but does 
review the data and enters EPA evaluation flags.
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WHAT IS DATA CERTIFICATION? CONTINUED

 Data should be verified and validated by the PQAO and/or certifying agency 
prior to the data certification process.

 The data certification package should include:
 A data certification cover letter
 The Certification Evaluation and Concurrence Report (AMP600) for criteria pollutants – signed 

with certifying agency
 The Quicklook All Parameters Report (AMP450 NC)  – If PMcoarse (PM10-2.5) and/or 5-min SO2 

data are recorded
 Optionally, any other data for designation or exceptional events
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DATA CERTIFICATION FLAGS AND THEIR MEANINGS

This table can be found in the data 
certification guidance documents, Ambient 
Monitoring Technology Information Center 
(AMTIC) webpage, and Air Quality System 
(AQS) webpage.

https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2019-
04/documents/data_certification_flag_values_for_amtic.pdf
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AMP600 COLOR CODING

 Color coding information can be 
found in the data certification 
guidance documents on the AMTIC 
webpage.

 Check the guidance documents 
annually for any changes to the 
process or AMP600.

 NOTE: Three yellow flags trigger a red 
AQS “N”  flag.
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HOW THE AMP600 CRITERIA WORKS
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Performance 
Evaluation Program 
(PEP) PQAO Criteria 
is based on bias 
estimate, not 
completeness.

Some flags are generated at a PQAO level and affect every monitor’s AQS 
recommended flag. 
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THE DATA 
CERTIFICATION PROCESS

Step 1: Run 
Reports

Step 2: Verify 
and Correct 

Data

Step 3: Data 
Certification



STEP 1: RUN REPORTS

1. Run the AQS Monitor Description Report (AMP390) - 
If a certifying agency role is not designated, then the 
monitor will not appear in the AMP600.

2. Run AMP600 Report - AQS will recommend a 
certification flag for each monitor based on 40 CFR 
Part 58 criteria.

3. Run the QA Data Quality Indicator Report (AMP256) 
to get a more detailed look at the QA data if needed.
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In this tab fill out all the necessary cells (at a 
minimum the ones highlighted in yellow on this 
slide).



THE AMP600 REPORT SUMMARY PAGE
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Make sure 
the report 
is signed 
here before 
submittal.



THE AMP600 POLLUTANT PAGE
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Before Data 
Certification

Note the lack 
of CA and 
EPA flags



STEP 2: DATA REVIEW AND CORRECTION

 If you see “N” flags in the AMP600 :
 Should this be a N Flag? Check the following:

1. Has any data not been submitted?
2. Should data be invalidated and removed from AQS?
3. Run an AMP256 and/or AMP390 to get more details.

 The AQS recommended flags cannot be altered - it is based on the 
AMP600 criteria.

 Use the AQS Certification Form to enter your certifying agency flags.
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THE AQS CERTIFICATION FORM
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For the    monitors, until the 
agency enters their flags, EPA 
Evaluation Flags will not be 
added.

An agency can choose to put in 
a different flag than the AQS 
flag and provide a comment.

 “M” flags indicate data was 
changed after certification and 
needs recertification.



THE AMP600 POLLUTANT PAGE (CA FLAGS)
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After CA Flags 
are Entered



“M” FLAGS +
CA & AQS FLAGS THAT DIFFER
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“M” flags 
indicate a change 
to the data was 
made after 
certification. 

In this case, the 
CA has already 
changed their 
“M” flag to 
another flag. 

A CA comment is needed if the CA flag disagrees with the AQS recommended flag.



STEP 3:  DATA CERTIFICATION

1. Rerun the AMP600 - Verify flags and comments have been 
entered.

2. Sign the cover letter and AMP600 report and submit with AMP 
reports or other documentation.

 NOTE: EPA Evaluation Flags are not Concurrence Flags!
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THE AMP600 POLLUTANT PAGE 
(W/ EPA FLAGS)
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After July 1st, 
any monitors 
not certified 
will 
automatically 
be “U” 
flagged 
(uncertified).



CERTIFICATION PROCESS:
THOUGHTS AND STEPS FORWARD

 Use the certification process often - don’t wait until May to 
run the reports!

Working in advance will help in identifying any issues earlier in 
the process.
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Questions:

1. What to do if data values 
are changed (removed or 
corrected) retroactively? 
What happens to the 
data if they aren’t 
recertified?

2. How to handle issues at 
the PQAO level and not 
at the local level - such as 
collocation not being met 
at PQAO level?

Answers:

1. Recertification is needed. Please work with your Regional Office 
contact on recertification packages. Uncertified data is identified as 
questionable and may or may not be used for determinations. 

2. Work with your Regional Office contact. They can help determine what 
requirements are needed and which flags/comments would be 
appropriate.
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For more Q&A please see the guidance and webinars posted on the AMTIC Certification webpage.



      CONTINUED

Questions:

3. How are monitor or data 
issues corrected? 

4. Are there rules for the 
comments in AQS, especially 
for any issues identified?

Answers:

3. This depends on the issue and how much data may be affected. If 
data is changed, please see the answer to Question #1. If issues 
are identified, work with your Regional Office contact to identify a 
resolution.

4. There is no limit to the number of characters/words that can be 
entered into the comment section of the AQS Certification 
Form/AMP600 Comment area. 
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For more Q&A please see the guidance and webinars posted on the AMTIC Certification webpage.



RESOURCES

40 CFR Part 58

AMTIC QA

Data Certification Webpage

AQS Webpage

 If you have questions or problems with AQS or Data Certifications, contact:
 Your EPA Regional Office AQS Contact – current contacts identified in the data certification guidance 

document
 The Exchange Network Services Center (ENSC)
 Weekdays 8:00 AM - 6:00 PM (EST) 
 1-888-890-1995 - choose option 2 for Node Helpdesk Support 
 nodehelpdesk@epacdx.net
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