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THE ADMINISTRATOR

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20460
March 20, 2026

MEMORANDUM

SUBIJECT: Issuance of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s Policy on Children’s Health
FROM: Lee M. Zeldin %4 M

TO: Deputy Administrator

General Counsel

Assistant Administrators

Chief Financial and Chief Administrative Officer
Inspector General

Chief of Staff

Associate Administrators

Regional Administrators

As Administrator of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, it is my duty to protect public health
and the environment. Ensuring that every child in America can thrive in an environment with clean air,
water and land is foundational to EPA’s mission. Children may be at greater risk from exposure to
pollutants due to their unique behavior and biology. Reducing environmental exposures during
childhood, including from the impacts of natural disasters and emergencies, will result in a healthier
and more productive future for all Americans. Today, | affirm EPA’s commitment to children’s health
protection by issuing the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Policy on Children’s Health, which
incorporates revisions consistent with Executive Order 14151: Ending Radical and Wasteful
Government DEI Programs and Preferencing and my priorities in powering the Great American
Comeback.

As a member of the Commission established under Executive Order 14212: Establishing the President’s

Make America Healthy Again Commission, | am directing EPA to continue its efforts to improve
children’s environmental health for all Americans by strengthening children’s health protections
consistent with environmental laws and regulations, implementing Executive Order 13045: Protection
of Children from Environmental Health Risks and Safety Risks and applying this policy.

Every American should have access to clean air, land and water. Protecting Americans from pollutants
during their childhood gives them the best opportunity to thrive throughout their lives and contributes
to a healthy economy and society. For decades, EPA has collaborated on children’s environmental
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health issues with federal, state, local and Tribal partners. These important partnerships create lasting
change by maximizing expertise, providing communities with evidence-based information about the
unique vulnerabilities of children and supporting the mitigation of harmful environmental exposures.
Considering children’s environmental health is critical to taking smart actions that strengthen our
economic and national security. Pursuing energy independence lowers the cost of living for American
families and supports their access to reliable and affordable energy. Anticipated advancements in
artificial intelligence technologies can be used to support technologies to understand and advance
children’s environmental health. Streamlining regulations and reducing regulatory uncertainty for the
American auto industry will support reducing the cost of new vehicles for American families and lead
to cleaner vehicles on the road. EPA will continue to work to protect America’s children from pollutants
during their childhood and fulfill our mission to protect human health and the environment.

I am confident that each of EPA’s program and regional offices will intensify efforts to implement this
critical policy. Our increased focus will help ensure that all children can thrive by living, learning and
playing in healthy environments.

If you have questions or need assistance in addressing children’s health issues, please contact the
Children’s Health Protection Division in the Office of Applied Science and Environmental Solutions at
epachildren@epa.gov.

cc: Deputy Assistant Administrators
Deputy Regional Administrators





