
 
EPA Permitting Authority Map USER GUIDE: (last updated 5/19/26) 

OVERVIEW:  

EPA works to ensure compliance with several environmental statutes that are the basis for our 
nation’s environmental permitting programs. Although EPA directly issues some permits, many 
jurisdictions – such as states, territories, tribal nations and municipalities – are approved to 
directly implement federal environmental permit programs on EPA’s behalf. This process can be 
referred to as delegation, assumption, authorization, approved or primacy, to tribal, state, 
territory and/or local agencies (entirely or in part), with EPA retaining federal oversight and/or 
enforcement authority, when necessary. 

The EPA Permitting Authority Map assists with identifying which regulatory agency has the 
authority to review and approve permits corresponding to EPA Permitting Programs and their 
supporting environmental statutes. 

For additional information on EPA Permitting Programs, visit Permitting at EPA.  
 
MAP INSTRUCTIONS: 

1. Navigation: Open the ‘Bookmarks’ ( ) in the side panel to find bookmarked locations (i.e. 
Alaska, Hawaii, and U.S. Territories) outside the initial map load area or use the search bar    
( ) in the top right of the map to navigate to your location. Use the plus and minus buttons 
to zoom in and out. 

2. Selection: Click on a state or territory in the map to open an ‘EPA Permitting Authority’ 
popup window ( ) with information on authorities for the listed environmental statutes. 

3. Layer Visibility:  Open ‘Geographic Layers’ ( ) in the side panel to turn visibility off and on   
( ) for the EPA Region and American Indian Reservation, Alaskan Native Allotments, and 
American Indian Off-Reservation Trust Lands boundaries. 

4. Legend: Open ‘Legend’ ( ) in the side panel to review symbology for the map layers.  
5. Basemaps: Select a new basemap under ‘Basemap Gallery’ ( ) to alter the map view. 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL STATUTES & EPA PERMIT PROGRAMS DEPICTED IN THE MAP: 

Clean Air Act (CAA) 42 U.S.C. §7401 et seq. (1970) (CAA):  

CAA Permits for Construction of New or Modified Stationary Facilities 
• New Source Review (NSR) Major Construction Permit - Prevention of Significant 

Deterioration (PSD) Permit 
• New Source Review (NSR) Major Construction Permit - Nonattainment NSR (NNSR) 

Permit 

https://www.epa.gov/permits
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.epa.gov%2Fclean-air-act-overview%2Fclean-air-act-requirements-and-history&data=05%7C02%7CMagliaro.Anne%40epa.gov%7C21b4d53978dd4ef9ef0508de69b6df8b%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C639064431322329968%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KTTi9kyJMjBnZFQesscbUhL2FIJkut%2BJrG2my%2BZfEy0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.epa.gov%2Fnsr&data=05%7C02%7CMagliaro.Anne%40epa.gov%7C21b4d53978dd4ef9ef0508de69b6df8b%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C639064431322365649%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FiJ4sX4GFCifK57pSD1Bpgg%2BxtXVGdh%2BOaKEEQIZfog%3D&reserved=0


 
• New Source Review (NSR) Minor Construction Permit - Minor NSR Permit 
CAA Permits for Operation of New or Modified Stationary Facilities  
• Title V Permit  
CAA Permits for New or Modified Facilities in the Outer Continental Shelf  
• Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) Permit 
CAA Permits for New or Modified Deepwater Ports  
• Deepwater Ports Permit 

CAA Permits types of authority:  
• EPA Implemented 
• EPA Delegated 
• EPA Approved State Implementation Plan (SIP), Tribal Implementation Plan (TIP) or 

Federal Implementation Plan (FIP) 
 

Clean Water Act (CWA) 33 U.S.C. §1251 et seq. (1972): 

CWA-National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permits for discharge of 
pollutants into waters: 
• CWA Section 402/NPDES Permit Program 

CWA NPDES Permits types of authority: 
• Qualified state, territorial, or tribal government agencies may apply for the authority to 

administer the NPDES program, which is comprised of five components: 
o NPDES Base Program for individual municipal and industrial facilities  
o General Permit Program  
o Pretreatment Program 
o Federal Facilities Program  
o Biosolids (Sewage Sludge) Program 

• EPA remains the permitting authority until a state program is authorized by EPA. Unless 
otherwise indicated on the map, a state listed as authorized for the NPDES program is 
also authorized for the Pretreatment and Federal Facilities Programs.  

 
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) 15 U.S.C. §2601 et seq. (1976):  

RCRA Permits and authorizations for the management of hazardous materials: 
• Subtitle C – Hazardous Waste Permits  

RCRA Subtitle C Permit types of authority:  
• EPA Implemented 
• State receives Authorization to implement the federal program in lieu of EPA 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.epa.gov%2Ftitle-v-operating-permits&data=05%7C02%7CMagliaro.Anne%40epa.gov%7C21b4d53978dd4ef9ef0508de69b6df8b%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C639064431322386977%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7i0LkEQj2NmBas8z%2F7l1mcQe7SJuMp1eyDviQ0T9Qmc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.epa.gov%2Fcaa-permitting%2Fouter-continental-shelf-air-permits&data=05%7C02%7CMagliaro.Anne%40epa.gov%7C21b4d53978dd4ef9ef0508de69b6df8b%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C639064431322405062%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2Lrn8GI2qVZWiL9JbheQHsdmLKbe6wvwHM9IrTNbvp0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.epa.gov%2Fcaa-permitting%2Fair-permitting-deepwater-port-act-projects-south-central-region&data=05%7C02%7CMagliaro.Anne%40epa.gov%7C21b4d53978dd4ef9ef0508de69b6df8b%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C639064431322422156%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mD%2FjqRNt8AZ3%2BqqJIU7rP3Xsp%2B1ZdfXUnfk7NLphh6k%3D&reserved=0
https://www.epa.gov/laws-regulations/summary-clean-water-act
https://www.epa.gov/npdes
https://www.epa.gov/npdes
https://www.epa.gov/rcra/resource-conservation-and-recovery-act-rcra-overview
https://www.epa.gov/hwpermitting


 
Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA) 42 U.S.C. §300f et seq. (1974):    

SDWA Permits or exemptions for the protection of drinking water related to subsurface 
injection wells: 
• Underground Injection Control (UIC) Well Permits (Classes I, II, III, IV, V, VI)  
• Aquifer Exemption (AE) 

SDWA UIC Permits and AE types of authority:  
• EPA Implemented 
• EPA approved Primacy 
 

Marine Protection, Research and Sanctuaries Act (MPRSA) 33 USC §1401 et seq. 
(1972):   

MPRSA Permits for the disposition and transportation of materials in the ocean: 
• MPRSA Protection Permit (General, Research, Emergency or Special Permits)  

MPRSA Permits types of authority:  
• EPA Implemented   

 
NOTE: The EPA Permitting Authority map is a live data source that will continuously be 
evaluated, updated and enhanced. The initial map release includes a limited list of 
environmental statues that EPA permit programs have authority to implement or have approved 
other agencies with the authority to directly implement on EPA’s behalf (entirely or in 
part).  EPA expects to expand the map to include additional statutes and/or permits that may 
not be currently listed on the map. Additionally, EPA is planning future build-out for the map to 
include additional data layers and new project planning capabilities. 
 
DATA USE AND DISCLAIMERS: 
The information provided by the EPA Permitting Authority Map is not an official agency 
determination and does not create any legal rights, obligations, responsibilities, or defense to 
any person.  The EPA Permitting Authority Map should be used for planning purposes only. EPA 
recommends reaching out to the relevant EPA Regional offices or state/tribal/local permitting 
authority, as appropriate, for additional guidance.  

This map does not identify lands of exclusive federal jurisdiction. Lands of exclusive federal 
jurisdiction are lands in the U.S. where the federal government retains exclusive jurisdiction in 
relevant respects. Not all federal lands are lands of exclusive federal jurisdiction. Rather, 

https://www.epa.gov/laws-regulations/summary-safe-drinking-water-act
https://www.epa.gov/uic/underground-injection-control-epa-region-7-ia-ks-mo-and-ne
https://www.epa.gov/uic/underground-injection-control-epa-region-7-ia-ks-mo-and-ne
https://www.epa.gov/marine-protection-permitting/about-marine-protection-research-and-sanctuaries-act
https://www.epa.gov/marine-protection-permitting/about-marine-protection-research-and-sanctuaries-act
https://www.epa.gov/marine-protection-permitting/about-marine-protection-research-and-sanctuaries-act
https://www.epa.gov/marine-protection-permitting/marine-protection-research-and-sanctuary-act-permits
https://www.epa.gov/aboutepa/regional-and-geographic-offices


 
exclusive federal jurisdiction is established only under limited circumstances pursuant to the 
Enclave Clause of the U.S. Constitution, article 1, section 8, clause 17.  

For more information on tribal boundaries and areas used in this map, see EPA Guidance for 
Using Tribal Boundaries, Areas and Names Resources.  None of the datasets are intended to 
constitute a determination of legal tribal or Indian country boundaries, nor of any entity’s 
jurisdictional authority or rights of ownership or entitlement. 

https://www.epa.gov/geospatial/guidance-using-tribal-boundaries-areas-and-names-resources
https://www.epa.gov/geospatial/guidance-using-tribal-boundaries-areas-and-names-resources

