Date:  
Melanie Sorman and Jesse Casiano
Region 5 Brownfields Project Manager
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

Brownfields and Redevelopment Sections
77 West Jackson Boulevard – SB-5J
Chicago, Illinois 60604-3590

Dear Ms. Sorman and Mr. Casiano:

The Village of Hopkins Park, Illinois (Village) is requesting assistance from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to perform a targeted brownfields assessment (TBA) at 13365 East Central Street in Hopkins Park, Illinois (Site).  The Site is owned by a private citizen who acquired the property through a county tax sale in 2005.  The property was previously used as a service station until the 1970s and has been vacant since then.  The current owner has signed an agreement to grant access to the site for assessment.
The Village is seeking assistance in the form of a TBA to determine whether there are any environmental impacts on the Site and, if applicable, the areas, nature and concentrations of such contamination.

It is the Village’s intention to use the results of an environmental assessment to determine how to proceed in the redevelopment of the property.  The Village wishes to use the land for a future commercial or industrial enterprise.  For example, a local citizen has submitted a business plan to create a bio-based fuel additives manufacturing plant.  The short and long-term benefits of this proposed business are numerous. The Village, which has an unemployment rate of 27 percent, will greatly benefit from the addition of new jobs. Furthermore, the Village has a minority population of 96 percent in a county which is 76 percent white.  For this reason, jobs in the community, as opposed to jobs that require travel to nearby cities will be of great benefit in strengthening the local economic base. Income generated by these new employees will also benefit other businesses in Hopkins Park.  The environmental assessment results will be used to ensure that environmental conditions discovered during the assessment of the Site, if any, are fully considered and appropriately addressed as part of the future redevelopment of the land.
If you have any questions regarding this request, please feel free to contact me at (815) 944-8625 or paytonmm@yahoo.com. 

Sincerely,

Samuel Payton

Mayor of Hopkins Park

