
March 18, 2025

Ms. Andrea Kotrla
Environmental Manager
Itasca Landfill, Republic Services
2559 FM 66
Itasca, Texas  76055

RE: The United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Region 6 Reauthorization Approval
for Land Disposal of Polychlorinated Biphenyls (PCBs) at Republic Services, Inc. in Itasca, 
Texas; EPA ID No. TXR000084604

Dear Ms. Kotrla:

This letter and the enclosed Conditions of Approval grants authorization to Republic Services, Inc. for 
land disposal of PCB waste at its facility in Itasca, Texas. The EPA provided notice via postcard mailers,
along with a publication in the Hillsboro Reporter newspaper, announcing the proposed approval 
which opened a 45-day comment period. The EPA’s responses to all significant comments will be 
available on the EPA Region 6 PCB website at https://www.epa.gov/pcbs/epa-region-6-
polychlorinated-biphenyls. 

Violation of 40 CFR Part 761 or any of the enclosed Conditions of Approval may subject Republic 
Services, Inc. to enforcement action under the Toxic Substances Control Act and/or other applicable 
laws and regulations. Such action could result in a termination, revocation, or modification of the 
approval. This approval becomes effective on the date of this letter and expires at midnight, the same 
day and month, five years later. Please submit your reauthorization request at least one year before 
the expiration of this approval.

If you have questions, please contact Harry Shah at (214) 665-6457 or shah.harry@epa.gov. 

Sincerely,

                                                                                             
                                                                                              

Helena Healy
Director
Land, Chemicals and Redevelopment Division

HELENA HEALY
Digitally signed by HELENA 
HEALY 
Date: 2025.03.19 17:07:52 -05'00'
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cc: Charly Fritz, TCEQ 
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ITASCA LANDFILL TX, LP 
HILL COUNTY LANDFILL 

 PCB APPROVAL CONDITIONS 

Consistent with 40 CFR §761.75(c) the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 6 has  
determined that Itasca Landfill’s application for approval to dispose PCBs in Landfill phases 
4-17 meets the requirements of 40 CFR §761.75.

The terms and abbreviations in these conditions are in accordance with those defined in 40 
CFR § 761.3, unless otherwise noted. The term "Facility" hereinafter refers to Itasca Landfill 
TX, LP, located in Hill County, TX. 

I. LOCATION OF FACILITY

The Facility is located on Farm to Market Road 66, approximately two miles east of

Interstate Highway 35W.

II. PCB WASTES AND DISPOSAL UNITS AUTHORIZED

A. PCB Waste Authorizations and Prohibitions

1. The following PCB wastes may be disposed at the Facility:

a. non-liquid PCBs regulated for disposal in accordance with 40 CFR § 761.61;

b. non-liquid PCBs regulated for disposal in accordance with 40 CFR § 761.62;

c. non-liquid PCBs regulated for disposal in accordance with 40 CFR §761.79;

d. PCB Small Capacitors; and,

e. PCB liquids at concentrations <500 parts per million (ppm) that come from

incidental sources as defined at 40 CFR § 761.60(a)(3) solidified in

accordance with condition III.A.3. before disposal in an authorized disposal

cell.

2. The following PCB wastes are prohibited from disposal at the Facility (some of

these prohibitions may be removed or modified, provided the Facility applies

for and receives EPA approval for a commercial storage facility pursuant to 40

CFR § 761.65(d):

a. PCB liquids other than those allowed in condition II.A.1.e.; and,
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b. PCB Items (except PCB Small Capacitors) including PCB Transformers, PCB

Large Capacitors (i.e., 50 ppm), PCB hydraulic machines, PCB­ 

Contaminated Electrical Equipment, Natural gas pipeline systems

containing PCBs, other PCB Articles that contain PCBs, PCB Containers or

PCB Article Containers.

3. Notwithstanding condition II.A.2. above, the Facility may dispose of the

following prohibited wastes, provided that the Facility complies with

condition II.A.4. below:

a. drained and flushed PCB Transformers pursuant to 40

CFR § 761.60(b)(1)(i)(B);

b. drained and flushed PCB hydraulic machines pursuant to 40

CFR § 761.60(b)(3)(ii) and 40 CFR § 761.60(b)(l)(i)(B);

c. drained and flushed PCB-Contaminated Electrical Equipment (except
PCB· Large Capacitors) pursuant to 40 CFR § 761.60(b)(4) and 40 CFR §
761.60(b)(l)(i)(B);

d. drained and flushed natural gas pipeline systems pursuant to 40

CFR § 76 l.60(b)(5); and,

e. other PCB articles that contain PCBs, PCB Containers or PCB Article

Containers that are drained and flushed of all free-flowing liquids pursuant to

40 CFR § 761.60(b)(6) and 40 CFR § 761.60(b)(l)(i)(B).

4. For disposal of PCB Items listed in condition II.A.3. above, the Facility shall

inspect each PCB Item at the site of generation or transport and verify that each

PCB Item intended for shipment for disposal at the Facility is free from all free-

flowing liquids. This information shall be recorded and kept on file at the Facility.

The record shall contain the following information:

a. the name, date, and place of inspection;

b. the name of the Facility inspector;

c. a description of each PCB Item inspected, including any serial numbers or
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markings that discretely identify the PCB Item; and, 

 

d. how the Facility inspector verified that there were no free-flowing liquids in 

each PCB Item to be disposed. 

 
B. Units Authorized 

 
The following waste treatment and disposal units are authorized for 

solidification and disposal of PCB wastes (no liquid PCBs may be disposed in the 

approved cells). The capacity of each unit is detailed in attachment A. Disposal of 

PCB waste shall not exceed 100,000 tons annually and solidification of PCB 

containing liquid waste in the liquid waste bulking facility shall not exceed 

1,000,000 gallons annually without prior approval. 

 
1. Landfill Phases 4, 5, 6, 15 B and 16B/17 

 
2. Conditional approval of Phases 7 through 14, provided EPA grants written 

approval for the phases that have been completed in accordance with approved 

EPA and Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) plans, and which 

have received written operating approval from the TCEQ. 

3. The liquid waste bulking facility.  

 
C. Authorization to Operate Additional Units 

 
For a new landfill cell that has not been constructed or put into use before the 

effective date of this approval, the Facility shall not commence disposal of PCB 

wastes until the Facility has notified in writing the EPA Region 6 PCB 

Coordinator and received a written approval authorizing the new cell for PCB 

disposal. The notification shall include a narrative and detailed as-built 

engineering drawings of the new cell showing that the new cell(s) meet TCEQ 

and Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA) PCB design requirements. The 

notification shall also include drawings of the placement of groundwater 

monitoring wells and the depth these wells have been screened to detect 

contaminants in the upper aquifer zones. A certification by a registered 

Professional Engineer shall also be included that the new cell has been 

constructed in accordance with the design plans. 
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D. Facility Expansion 
 

Any modification or expansion in capacity of an approved cell requires that the 

Facility notify EPA Region 6 in writing and receive written approval from EPA 

Region 6 before PCB wastes may be disposed in the cell after the cell has been 

modified or expanded. 

 

E. Waste Characterization and Acceptance 

 
Itasca shall require generators to submit a PCB non-hazardous waste profile along 
with waste shipments (Appendix A-3). Itasca shall require generators to analyze 
PCB non-hazardous waste semi-annually to recertify waste profiles (40 CFR 
761.75(c)(3)(ii)).  
 

 
III. DISPOSAL FACILITY DESIGN, CONSTRUCTION, AND OPERATION 

 
A. General Design, Construction, and Operating Requirements 

 
1. The design, construction, and operation of the PCB landfill and liquid waste 

bulking facility shall comply with applicable portions of 40 CFR Part 76I, Subpart 

D, 40 CFR § 761.75(b)(l)-(9) (Technical requirements), and the Facility original 

application dated September 2013 and revisions through September 2024. 

 
2. The design, construction, and operation of the PCB disposal areas shall also 

comply with the effective TCEQ permit. 

 
3. No PCB liquids or items containing PCB liquids may be disposed in the PCB 

landfill cells. Incidental sources of PCB liquids received at the Facility shall be 

immediately solidified upon receipt before being disposed in the landfill cells. 

Solidification shall take place in the liquid waste bulking facility authorized in 

condition II.B.3. A representative sample from each batch of solidified waste for 

disposal shall be collected and pass the Paint Filter Test (EPA Method 9095, SW-

846) before the batch may be disposed. A representative sample shall be 

defined as three aliquots, each taken from a portion of three equally divided 

areas of the total batch and then composited into one sample. Test results shall 

be kept on file at the Facility. 

 
4. Water containing PCBs, may only be solidified and disposed in the landfill, if the 
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PCB concentration meets the decontamination standard of less than or equal to 

0.5 ppb as specified in 40 CFR § 761.79(b)(l)(iii). 

 

5. Water containing PCBs with the PCB concentration greater than 0.5 parts per 

billions (ppb) shall be disposed of in an incinerator that complies with §761.70 or a 

high efficiency boiler in accordance with §761.71; or in a facility with an alternative 

disposal approval issued under §761.60(e).  

 
6. The Facility may not dispose of PCB wastes in the landfill or any landfill cell if the 

TCEQ permit for the landfill or any landfill cell becomes invalid, unless EPA 

provides further written approval to do so. 

 
7. All PCB wastes shall be logged showing date removed for disposal and the date 

the PCB or PCB Item was disposed in a landfill cell. The location of PCB wastes 

disposed within the landfill cells shall be recorded and kept on file. This 

information shall be provided to EPA upon request. 

8. The Facility shall at all times during PCB disposal, properly operate and. 

maintain all facilities and systems of treatment and control (and related 

appurtenances), which are installed or used to achieve compliance with the 

conditions of this approval. Proper operation and maintenance include effective 

performance, adequate funding, adequate operator staffing and training, and 

adequate laboratory and process controls, including appropriate quality 

assurance procedures. 

 
9. All transport vehicles owned by the Facility and used for the transport of PCB 

wastes on public highways shall be properly maintained and inspected, as 

required by the applicable Department of Transportation regulations. 

Transporters of PCB waste shall notify EPA of their PCB waste activities by filing 

EPA Form 7710-53, "Notification of PCB Activity," prior to engaging in PCB 

waste hauling activities. 

 
B. Surface and Ground Water Monitoring Requirements 

 
1. Samples collected for compliance with this approval shall be analyzed for the 

parameters listed in 40 CFR § 761.75(b)(6)(iii). The term "chlorinated organics" 

shall be defined as a full scan gas chromatograph analysis for volatile organic 

compounds (VOCs) and semi-volatile organic compounds (SVOCs) in 

groundwater samples, and SVOCs for surface water sample analysis. 
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2. All surface and groundwater samples shall be analyzed for PCBs. Analytical 

methods shall follow EPA approved procedures and methods. The procedures 

and methods used shall be recorded along with the data. 

 
3. Monitoring wells MW-7R, MW-14, MW-17, MW-20R, MW-21, MW-22, MW-23, 

MW- 24, MW-25, and MW-26 shall be sampled and analyzed semi­ annually for 

the constituents required in III.B.1 and 2. Any sample result with detectable 

levels of PCBs shall be reported via email to the EPA Region 6 PCB Coordinator 

within 5 working days of discovery. 

 
4. Surface water offsite discharges shall be sampled and analyzed at least semi­ 

annually for the constituents required in III.B. l .and B.2. where sufficient sample 

size may be collected for analysis. Any sample result with detectable levels of 

PCBs shall be reported via email to the EPA Region 6 PCB Coordinator within 5 

working days of discovery.  

 
 

C. Sediment monitoring  
 

The facility shall conduct annual (at least six months apart) sediment monitoring for 

the drainage near the Storm water outfalls SWO-1 and SWO-2 location under provision 

40 CFR 761.75 (c)(3)(ii). The PCB levels in any soil sample or solid sample required by this 

Approval shall be determined by using:  

 
1. Appropriate procedures identified by SW-846 Method 3500C (or future EPA 

 updates) for organic extraction and sample preparation. 

 

2. Procedures identified by SW-846 Method 3600C (or future EPA updates) for 

 sample extract cleanup, when necessary/appropriate. 

 

3. SW-846 Methods 8082A (as updated by EPA) for analytical measurement. The 

 results shall be reported as total PCBs, on a dry weight basis (103-105°C), calculate 

by comparison to Aroclor standards identified by SW-846 Methods 8082A when 

Aroclors are present. Identified Aroclors used for calculation of total PCBs also are 

to be reported. The report shall identify the location the sample was taken, and the 

PCB levels detected.  
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4. All sediment sampling results shall be reported to the EPA Region 6 PCB 

Coordinator, via email within 15 working days of discovery. At the end of 5 years, 

EPA will reevaluate the sampling results reporting requirements.  The analytical 

laboratory methods used for PCB analysis shall meet the detection limit of 1 ppm 

for PCB. 

 

D. Leachate Collection and Disposal 

 
1. Leachate collected from the leachate collection system shall be stored in the 

approved storage tank listed under condition IV.A. 

 
2. Leachate shall be managed in accordance with Section 6 of the September 2024 

application. Any modification to this plan shall be submitted to EPA Region 6 for 

review and approval before a new or modified plan may be implemented by the 

Facility. 

 

3. Leachate collection shall comply with requirements under 40 CFR §761.75(b)(7) 

and shall be sampled and analyzed as required under 40 CFR §76l.75(b)(6)(iii), in 

addition to those constituents required by the TCEQ. Analytical methods shall 

follow EPA approved methods and procedures. Results of these analyses and 

the method used shall be kept on file at the Facility and made available to EPA 

upon request. Any sample result with detectable levels of PCBs shall be 

reported via email to the EPA Region 6 PCB Coordinator within 5 working days of 

discovery. 

 
4. Leachate shall be properly disposed at disposal facilities approved for such 

wastes in accordance with 40 CFR § 761.75(b)(7). The Facility shall keep records 

of when and where leachate was disposed. Leachate may be disposed in Facility 

units authorized in condition II.B after solidification. A representative sample of 

each solidified batch must pass the Paint Filter Test before disposal. 

 
5. Leachate from TSCA-PCB approved cells shall be sampled prior to mixing with 

leachate/water from other sources. Dilution to avoid applicability of the TSCA-PCB 

regulations is prohibited as specified in 40 CFR §761.1. 

 
6. The Facility shall ensure that leachate depth over the primary liner in PCB landfill 

cells do not exceed one (1) foot. 
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E.  Run-On Runoff Systems 
  

Itasca landfill shall comply with the requirements in §761.75(b)(4) (ii), Appendix C, 

Part III - Site development plan and Part IV- Site operating plan of the permit 

application including:  

 

1. operating and maintaining a run-on control system capable of preventing storm 

 water flow onto the active portions of the Itasca Landfill during peak discharge 

 from a 24-hour, 25-year storm; and 

 

2. operating and maintaining a runoff management system to collect and control 

storm water volume resulting from a 24-hour, 25-year storm event, as provided in 

site operating plan for the Itasca Landfill. 

 

 
IV. AUTHORIZATIONS FOR LEACHATE COLLECTION TANKS 

 
A. Units Authorized 

 
1. The 200,000 gallons leachate storage tank. 

 
B. Authorization to Operate Additional Leachate Storage Tanks 

 
For an additional PCB leachate storage tank, the Facility shall not commence 

storage of the leachate in the new tank until the Facility has notified the EPA 

Region 6 PCB Coordinator in writing and received a written approval authorizing 

the new leachate storage tank. The notification shall include a detailed 

engineering description of the leachate storage tank. 

 

 

V. LANDFILL CLOSURE AND POST-CLOSURE CARE 

 
A. Facility landfill closure and post-closure care shall comply with the plans presented 

in Appendix B of the September 2024 application. Any proposed changes to these 

plans shall be submitted to the EPA Region 6 PCB Coordinator for review and 

written approval. EPA Region 6 reserves the right to require written modifications 

to these plans to ensure compliance with the TSCA PCB regulations. 
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B. The Facility shall notify the EPA Region 6 PCB Coordinator in writing that a PCB 

containing landfill cell is scheduled for closure within 60 days of the anticipated 

date when closure is to begin, along with a copy of the closure plan. 

 
C. Records required under 40 CFR § 761.180(d) and (f) shall be maintained by the 

Facility for the times specified after closure of the PCB approved landfill. 

 
D. The Facility shall submit a closure decontamination plan to the EPA Region 6 PCB 

Coordinator for written approval for the PCB leachate collection tank and the liquid 

waste bulking facility within 180 days of the planned closure date. 

 
E. Upon completion of closure activities, a copy of the certification of final closure 

required by the TCEQ shall be provided to EPA Region 6. 

 
F. Copies of the annually adjusted closure cost estimate and proof of adequate 

financial assurance as required by the TCEQ and 40 C.F.R. § 761.75(c) (3) (ii) for the 

Facility landfill shall be provided to the EPA Region 6 PCB Coordinator. 

 

 

VI. STANDARD APPROVAL CONDITIONS 
 

A. Severability 
 

The conditions of this authorization are severable, and if any provision of this 

authorization, or any application of any provision, is held invalid, the remainder 

of this authorization shall not be affected thereby. 

 

B. Duty to Comply 

 
The Facility shall comply with all Federal, State, and local regulations, approvals, 

and permits. The Facility may not dispose of PCBs, if any existing permits prohibit 

such disposal until the prohibition has been removed from the permit. 

 

C. Personnel Safety 

 
The Facility personnel safety requirements and procedures for PCB handling, 

storage, transport, and disposal shall comply with Occupational Safety and 

Health Administration (OSHA) requirements. 
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D. Duty to mitigate and Protect the Environment  
 

1. The Facility shall correct any adverse impact on the environment resulting from 

noncompliance with this approval. 

 

2. Condition to modify, revoke and reissue, or terminate the Approval. EPA reserves 

the right to modify (including by imposing additional conditions), revoke and 

reissue, or terminate this Approval when any of the following circumstances exist: 

 

a. EPA has reason to believe the approved activities are not achieving the relevant 

standards or goals or otherwise are not in compliance with the Approval. 

 

b. EPA has reason to believe the approved activities present or may present an 

unreasonable risk of injury to health or the environment; 

 

c. EPA becomes aware of new or previously undisclosed information that may 

substantively impact its previous finding of no unreasonable risk and require 

modifications to this Approval; or 

 

d. EPA issues new regulations or standards that impact conditions of this Approval. 

 

 
E. Proper Operation and Maintenance 

 
The Facility shall at all times properly operate and maintain all facilities and 

systems of treatment and control (and related appurtenances) which are 

installed and used to achieve compliance with the conditions of this approval. 

Proper operation and maintenance include effective performance, adequate 

funding, adequate operator staffing and training; and adequate laboratory and 

process controls, including appropriate quality assurance procedures. 

 
F. Duty to Provide Information 

 
The Facility shall provide any relevant information which EPA may request to 

determine whether cause exists for modifying, revoking, reissuing, or 

terminating this approval, or to determine compliance with this approval. The 

Facility shall also provide, upon request, copies of records required to be kept 

under the TSCA PCB regulations. 
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G. Inspection and Entry 

 
The Facility shall allow an authorized representative, upon presentation of 

credentials and other documents as may be required by law, to: 

 
a. enter the Facility where PCBs are being handled, stored, or disposed; 

 
b. have access to and copy, at reasonable times, any records that are required 

to be kept-under the TSCA PCB regulations; 

 
c. inspect any facilities, equipment (including monitoring equipment), 

practices, or operations required under this approval or the TSCA PCB 

regulations; or, 

d. sample or monitor for the purpose of assuring that the Facility is operating in 

compliance with the conditions of this approval or the TSCA PCB regulations. 

 
H. Monitoring and Records 

 
1. The Facility shall comply with all monitoring and record keeping 

requirements for PCB landfills and storage facilities. All PCB records, 

documents, and reports shall be maintained at centralized locations at the 

Facility and shall be made available for inspection by authorized EPA 

representatives. All records required by this approval shall be written in 

ink, typed, or put in electronic format. Any modification or correction of 

the records shall be initialed and dated by the supervisor in charge. 

 
2.  The owner/operator shall maintain records of PCB waste in accordance 

with 40 CFR § 761.180(b), including three-dimensional burial coordinates 
for PCB waste required by 40 CFR 761.75(b)(8)(iv) and an annual 
document which contains information on the type and quantity of PCBs 
and PCB items handled at the facility. 

 
I. Notice of Transfer of Ownership 

 
The Facility shall notify EPA at least thirty (30) days before transferring 

ownership of the Facility. The Facility shall also submit to EPA, at least thirty (30) 

days before such transfer, a notarized affidavit signed by the transferee stating 

that the transferee shall abide by the terms of this approval. 
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J. Twenty-four Hour Reporting of Noncompliance 

 
If at any time the Facility becomes aware of any departure from the TSCA PCB 

regulations, the approval, or the conditions of approval, it shall notify the EPA 

Region 6 PCB Coordinator by telephone within 24 hours and shall submit a 

written report within five (5) working days. 

 
K. Other Information 

 
When Facility officials become aware that it failed to submit any relevant facts 

in its application, or submitted incorrect information in any report to EPA, it 

shall promptly submit such facts or information to the EPA Region 6 PCB 

Coordinator. 

 

L. Operation of the Facility 

 
The Facility shall maintain an adequately trained onsite inspector to direct 

emergency procedures, which could result from fires, explosions or releases of 

PCB containing wastes.at the Facility. The Facility shall submit the name of this 

inspector within sixty (60) days of the effective date of this approval. The 

Facility shall maintain in good working order any equipment required to deal 

with these emergencies. 

 
M. Spills 

 
PCB spills occurring at the Facility, or from any Facility owned PCB transport 

vehicle, shall be cleaned up according to the PCB Spill Cleanup Policy, 40 CFR 

Part 761, Subpart G. Following each spill cleanup action, the Facility shall 

develop and maintain records of the cleanup in accordance with 40 CFR § 

761.120-135, the PCB Spill Cleanup Policy. These records shall include: 

 
a. identification of the source of the spill; 

 
b. estimated or actual date and time of the spill occurrence; 

 
c. date and time cleanup was completed; 
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d. description of the spill location; 
 
e. pre-cleanup sampling data used to establish spill boundaries, if required, 

because of insufficient visible traces, and a description of the sampling 
methodology used; 

 
f. amount and type of waste cleanup material generated; 

 
g. description of the solid surfaces cleaned and of the double wash/rinse 

method used, and if soil is the contaminated media, the depth of soil 

excavated and amount of soil removed for disposal; 

 
h. post-cleanup verification sampling information such as a description of the 

sampling methodology used, the number of samples analyzed, and the 

analytical data; and, 

i. a certification by the appropriate Facility officials stating that the cleanup 

levels required by EPA were achieved, and that the record is true to the best 

of his/her knowledge. 

 
N. Duty to Notify 

 
The Facility shall notify the EPA Region 6 PCB Coordinator in writing at least 

thirty (30) days prior to any planned physical or operational change that may 

require modification of this approval. 

 
O. Effective Date of Approval  

 
This approval becomes effective on the date of the approval letter, and expires 

at midnight, the same day and month, five years later. Please re-apply for re­ 

authorization six months before the expiration date. If your application for re­ 

authorization is received before the expiration date of this approval and a final 

determination has not been made by the expiration date, this approval shall be 

administratively continued until a final decision is made on your re-authorization 

request. 

 
 
END OF APPROVAL CONDITIONS 
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APPENDIX A - AUTHORIZED UNITS AND CAPACITY 
 
 

Authorized units Dimension Maximum Capacity 

Landfill - Phase 4 410' x 1590' x 34' 167,000 Cubic Yards 

Landfill Phase 5A 400' x 600' x 48' 925,000 Cubic Yards 

Landfill Phase 5B 400' x 950' x 48' 3,752,000 Cubic Yards 

Landfill Phase 6A 400' x 870' x 48' 1,757,000 Cubic Yards 

Landfill Phase 6B 400' x 710' x 54' 3,031,000 Cubic Yards 

Landfill Phase 16B/17 965' x 1275' x 54' 2,185,000 Cubic Yards 

Landfill Phase 15B 400’x1130’ x 62’ 2,672,000 Cubic Yards 

Leachate Storage Tank ⌀ 43.27‘x 20’ Ht. 200,000 Gallons 

Liquid Solidification 
area /Concrete Mixing 

Basins 

4 Basins @ 
60’x20’x12’ 

359,000 Gallons total 

Note:  

1. The capacities listed for each disposal area represent the maximum capacity (inclusive 
of PCB and non-PCB wastes). PCB waste is not to exceed 100,000 tons annually 
without approval. 

2. Liquid Waste Bulking Facility: 359,000 gallons maximum capacity of PCB containing 
liquid/waste (<500 ppm). Not to exceed 1,000,000 gallons annually without approval. 
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8 PERSONNEL AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 

Personnel safety and environmental protection in the handling and disposal of TSCA 
PCB wastes is addressed through a variety of measures.  The Itasca Landfill strives to 
comply with all applicable Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) 
regulations for personnel safety.  The following activities and procedures are in place at 
the facility to minimize environmental impacts from TSCA PCB wastes disposed of at 
the landfill: 

storm water monitoring 

groundwater monitoring 

spill prevention planning 

spill response procedures 

8.1 PCB Safety Training 

Employees involved in the management of TSCA PCB wastes will receive training and 
instruction on the proper techniques for safety and protection around PCBs.  Personal 
protective gear, such as dust masks and gloves, will be worn by personnel involved with 
placement, inspection, and disposal activities for TSCA PCB waste.  Waste management 
safety training is updated at least every two years. 

The landfill general manager, site manager, load inspectors, equipment operators, and 
gate attendants will be trained in the contents of the site operation plan by Itasca Landfill 
personnel.  In-house training addresses the following topics: 

Customer notification and load inspection procedures; 

Identification of TSCA PCB wastes; 

Waste handling procedures (acceptable and prohibited wastes); 
Health and safety; 

Fire safety; and 

Recordkeeping. 

Documentation of training is maintained electronically or physically at the site.  Selected 
equipment operators, load inspectors, and other personnel will receive training at TCEQ-
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sponsored or approved training courses as deemed appropriate by the landfill general 
manager. 

8.2 Spill Control Methods 

Vehicles transporting TSCA PCB wastes to the Itasca Landfill must be covered or have 
waste fully enclosed to prevent exposure to wind or rain.  The gate attendant ensures that 
vehicles hauling waste to the site are enclosed or provided with a tarpaulin, net, or other 
means to properly secure the load.  Waste vehicles are directed to the designated disposal 
areas immediately after entering the landfill. 

The facility general manager is responsible for the cleanup of any waste materials spilled 
along and within the right-of-way of all public access roads serving the site for a distance 
of two miles in either direction from the facility’s entrance.  Cleanup for the spilled 
materials is performed on a weekly basis and more often if the landfill general manager 
deems necessary.  The landfill general manager or his designee will consult with TxDOT 
officials as necessary concerning cleanup of state highways and rights-of-way consistent 
with Title 30 TAC §330.145. 

In the event of an accident or spill that involves PCB-contaminated waste at the facility, 
but outside the approved disposal area, facility personnel will recover the material using 
onsite equipment such as front end loaders and trucks in order to return the material onto 
the disposal vehicle if practical.  If any spills involving TSCA PCB wastes bound for the 
Itasca Landfill occur within 2 miles of the landfill, EPA Region VI, TCEQ Region 9, and 
the Executive Director of the TCEQ will be notified, and cleanup assistance will be 
provided as needed by the facility.  If any waste materials come into contact with surface 
water, the water will be tested for PCB concentration and will be managed as 
contaminated water.  If the spill requires additional assistance, facility personnel will 
contact a licensed spill cleanup contractor to perform the cleanup operation. 
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9 RECORDKEEPING AND DOCUMENTATION 

9.1 PCB Waste Inspections and Records 

All TSCA PCB wastes received at the Itasca Landfill will be accompanied by a pre-
approved waste profile form and waste profile documentation characterizing the waste 
and describing the concentrations of PCBs contained within the waste.  Analytical data 
providing PCB concentrations will be included with this documentation.  If approval has 
been given from an applicable regulatory agency for sampling and analysis procedures 
that differ from widely used practices and procedures, documentation of this approval 
will be provided to the Itasca Landfill.  Records and documents will be maintained at the 
Itasca Landfill Site Operating Record in either a physical or electronic format for a 
minimum of 20 years after the landfill has accepted its last load of TSCA PCB waste. 

9.1.1 PCB Liquid Inspections 

Inspections of TSCA PCB items for free-flowing liquids will be documented.  These 
inspection forms are recorded, kept on file at the facility, and contain the following: 

Name, date, and place of inspection; 

Name of the facility inspector; 

Description of each TSCA PCB item inspected including serial numbers or 
markings that discretely identify the TSCA PCB item; and 

How the facility inspector verified that no free-flowing liquids were present in 
each TSCA PCB Item to be disposed. 

9.1.2 PCB Storage and Disposal Logs 

TSCA PCB wastes will be logged showing the date of removal for disposal and the date 
the PCB or PCB item was disposed of in a landfill cell.  The location of the TSCA PCB 
wastes disposed of within the landfill cells will be recorded in three-dimensional 
coordinates and kept in the Site Operating Record. 

9.2 PCB Spill Cleanup Records 

Following each spill cleanup action, the Itasca Landfill will develop and maintain records 
of the cleanup.  The records will include the following: 

18



Weaver Consultants Group, LLC
Q:\ALLIED\ITASCA\EPA TSCA PERMIT APPLICATION\2024 REVISION\PERMIT APP TEXT - CLEAN.DOC Rev. 1, 9/24/24

TSCA Permit Application

31

Identification of the source of the spill; 

Estimated or actual date and time of the spill occurrence; 

Date and time cleanup was completed; 

Description of the spill location; 

Pre-cleanup sampling data used to establish spill boundaries if required due to 
insufficient visible traces, and a description of the sampling methodology used; 
Amount and type of waste cleanup material generated; 

Description of the solid surfaces cleaned and of the double wash/rinse method 
used, and if soil is the contaminated media, the depth of soil excavated and 
amount of soil removed for disposal; 

Post-cleanup verification sampling information such as a description of the 
sampling methodology used, the number of samples analyzed, and the analytical 
data; and 

A certification by the appropriate facility officials stating that the cleanup levels 
required by EPA were achieved, and that the record is true to the best of his/her 
knowledge. 

9.3 Surface and Ground Water Monitoring Results 

Procedures and methods used for surface water and groundwater monitoring will be 
recorded along with the data.  Monitoring records will be maintained and kept in the site 
operating record. 

Leachate sampling will be performed by a third party contractor and analyzed by an 
independent contractor.  The results of these analyses and the method used will be kept 
on file in the Site Operating Record.  Records will also be kept regarding when and 
where the leachate was discharged off-site. 

All batches of TSCA PCB solidified waste will pass the Paint Filter Test (EPA Method 
9095, SW-846) before they may be disposed. 
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1.0 Background Information 
 
Republic Services (TXR000084604) currently operates a landfill permitted to dispose of non-liquid 
polychlorinated biphenyl (PCB) waste with PCB concentrations limited to 50 parts per million (ppm) 
to 500 ppm of PCBs at its Itasca Landfill facility located at 2559 Farm to Market (FM) 66, Itasca, Hill 
County, Texas (Figure 1). The requirements of 40 CFR 761.75 will be met in the PCB disposal area. 
Construction will be limited to preparing new cells of the previously approved landfill area to receive 
waste and the placement of received waste. 
 
2.0 Scope of Federal Action 

2.1 Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Action on PCB Disposal Permit Reauthorization 
Request  

 
The federal action that is the subject of this Biological Evaluation (BE) is EPA’s proposed approval of 
Republic Service’s permit reauthorization request.  The design and operation at the facility in Itasca 
would remain unchanged, requiring opening of previously approved landfill cells within the existing 
facility footprint. Permit approval would allow for the continued disposal of non-liquid PCB-
containing waste in accordance with 40 CFR 761.75 in the designated PCB disposal areas as well as 
treatment of incidental liquid waste such as landfill leachate. 
 

The following analysis of the effects of the action assumes that the operating procedures 
implemented at the site will prevent the release of PCB-containing waste.   
 
2.2 Site and Surrounding Land Use 

 
The existing Itasca Landfill is a Type I municipal solid waste (MSW) facility operating under Texas 
Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) permit No. MSW 241D (Facility Layout Appendix A). 
PCB waste with concentrations in the range of 50-500 ppm will be disposed of in the Class 1 
industrial waste disposal area. Adjacent land uses include FM 66 to the south, agriculture to the 
north and west, and wooded areas lining streams to the east and south with some undeveloped, 
cleared property interspersed. There are some constructed ponds to the south which could indicate 
use for cattle grazing as well as possible residences one third to one half a mile to the south, across 
FM 66. 
 
3.0 Effects Assessment 

3.1 Species of P o t e n t i a l  Concern 
 
The EPA requested and received the current Endangered Species Act (ESA) species list through the US 
Fish and Wildlife Service’s (USFWS) ECOS-IPaC system for the defined action area.  Table 1 lists the 
threatened, endangered, and candidate species from the 2024 list as well as their current status and 
critical habitat.  
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Figure 1. Site Location (Google 2024) 

  

Table 1. Species listed under the ESA within the action area (IPaC 2024) 

Species Status Critical Habitat
Tricolored Bat (Perimyotis subflavus) Proposed 

Endangered
Wherever found. No critical habitat has been 
designated

Golden-cheeked Warbler (Setophaga 
chrysoparia)

Endangered Wherever found. No critical habitat has 
been designated

Piping Plover (Charadrius melodus) Threatened Location does not overlap the critical habitat

Rufa Red Knot (Calidris canutus rufa) Threatened There is proposed critical habitat; species 
only needs to be considered for wind 
energy projects

Whooping Crane (Grus americana) Endangered Location does not overlap the critical habitat

Alligator Snapping Turtle (Macrochelys 
temminckii) 

Proposed 
Threatened

Wherever found. No critical habitat has been 
designated

Monarch Butterfly (Danaus plexippus) Candidate Wherever found. No critical habitat has been 
designated

3.2 Species Assessments and Determinations

The EPA has made the following assessments and determinations considering information produced 
by USFWS and other researchers in evaluating whether EPA’s proposed permitting action is Likely
to Adversely Affect, Not Likely to Adversely Affect, or would have No Effect on the listed species. 
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The tri-colored bat hibernates six to nine months a year, primarily in caves or mines (Texas 2023). 
This bat has been found to migrate only an average of 31 miles to its summary nursery site, 
tending to consist of 35 or fewer females in buildings, tree cavities, or rock crevices, from which 
they emerge after sunset and again around midnight to catch small insects along a forest edge or 
over a pond or other waterway (Texas 2023). There do not appear to be any mines or caves in the 
site vicinity to provide suitable wintering habitat, only the abandoned Itasca Quarry, a surface 
mine about a mile to the south/southeast of the landfill (MinesDatabase 2024). Hill County lies 
within “the Blackland Prairie, Grand Prairie, and East Cross Timbers Resource Areas in north-
central Texas” (USDA SCS 1978). The Itasca Landfill sits in an undeveloped area about one mile 
northeast of the intersection of Interstate 35 and FM 66. With no apparent wintering habitat in 
the vicinity and limited wooded areas to provide a forest edge for foraging, it is unlikely that the 
tri-colored bat would be found near the facility. Therefore, re-permitting of the Itasca Landfill will 
have no effect on the tri-colored bat. 
 
Golden-cheeked warblers nest “in central Texas mixed Ashe-juniper and oak woodlands in ravines 
and canyons” (TPWD 2024). They require woodland habitat “with tall Ashe juniper (colloquially 
"cedar"), oaks, and other hardwood trees” (TPWD 2024). While these endangered warblers can 
be found in Hill County, they prefer to nest in woodlands within ravines or canyons, which are not 
found near the landfill site, and then migrate to Mexico and Central America in July after raising 
their young (TPWD 2024). As a result, re-permitting the landfill is not likely to adversely affect 
golden-cheeked warblers. 
 
The 2024 USFWS’s ECOS-IPaC species list indicated that the Rufa Red Knot, a shore bird, need 
only be considered for Wind Energy Projects. Neither the Piping Plover nor Whooping Crane has 
critical habitat in the vicinity of the subject facility (USFWS 2024). Therefore, re-permitting of the 
Itasca Landfill will have no effect on these bird species.  
 
The alligator snapping turtle is a reptile that is primarily found in riverine systems which flow into 
the Gulf of Mexico. Because the subject facility is not close to a suitable water body, re-
permitting of the landfill will have no effect on the alligator snapping turtle. 
 
Monarch butterflies require milkweed plants for laying their eggs, specifically for the 
development of the larval stage which requires the cardenolides supplied by these plants for the 
larvae to develop their toxicity, a protective mechanism against predators (USFWS 2022). The 
adult butterfly depends on flowering plants to gather nectar for sustenance during migration. The 
renewal of the Itasca Landfill’s permits will not result in any construction at the facility, so no 
reduction in habitat would occur. The World Health Organization indicates that there has been no 
evidence that plants concentrate PCBs, but rather they reflect the concentration in ambient air 
(2000). Because the Itasca Landfill liquid waste bulking facility is contained within a building, the 
likelihood of PCB-containing particulate matter being released to the outside air is low. Other 
PCB-containing waste received at the Itasca Landfill is solid and not likely to become airborne. 
Therefore, permit renewal will have no effect on monarch butterflies. 
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4.0 Effects Determination 
 
The EPA has determined that approval of the PCB Commercial Storage and MRF Renewal Permit 
for the Itasca Landfill is expected to have no effect on any of the species in the USFWS IPaC list. 
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12/5/24, 5:22 PM IPaC: Explore Location resources
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3/28/24, 12:35 PM Itasca Landfill - Google Maps

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Itasca+Landfill/@32.1736003,-97.1348815,14z/data=!4m6!3m5!1s0x864e556c25a171ff:0x3f7cf1c298d4256d!8m… 1/5

Map data ©2024 2000 ft

Itasca Land ll
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Garbage dump

Directions Save Nearby Send to
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Share

Itasca Land ll
4.2 (26)
Garbage dump

Directions Save Nearby Send to
phone

Share

Overview Reviews About

2559 FM 66, Itasca, TX 76055

Open  Closes 6 PM

Itasca Land ll
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