
ORDINANCE NO._ID 

AN OlUJINANCE OF THE CITY OF MERIDIAN AM21lIW'IG T'I'?LE § OF :elm 
REVISED AND COMPILED OROiltlWCE~ OF TH2 CI'l'Y OF MERIDIAN TO ADD A 
NEW C~ TO BE KNOlilil AS 'tBE f!LBA11 AIR OlUJDQNCES OF THE. Cifi OF 
MEIUDIAN TO PROVIDE FOB CLEAN UR Il!l'CLUD!NS SROR'l' Trl.'LB, AU'l:S:ORI'l'Y 
AND PUlU'OSE", APPLICABZLifi, DEl"tNITIONS, AIR QUAI.I'l'Y DESJ:~'l!IOl'IS 
AND ALERT CRITElUA, PuBL:l:C NO'l'Ili'ICA't!ON, Bua:N'.ING SOLID l!'U!i:. OR 
REFUSE, AIR QUALifi ALE.RT EXRM\'TWBS, MDIIMtlM STANDARDS FOR Jil.BAN 
BURNING APPt.IA!ICES, APPL!CAB.IL'.ITY 01!' CRAPflR. Ami PBNAL'l't;-. AND 
PROVIDING AN BF!'BC'l'Iv:E: OMK-

WBEREAS, the cJ.ty of Meridian, Ada County, Idaho (the •City") 

is a nwnicipal corporation of the Stata of Idaho and is authori:r;ed 

by Chapter 3, Title SO, Idaho Code, to adopt ordinances to maintain 

the welfar"' of the City and, where. federally m.andatad, enforce such 

ordinances by either crim.inal or civil penaltiesi and 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Meridian (the 

"Council") has found that the_ health and _welfare of the residents 

of the City are adver.,ely impact.¢ by air pollution caused :by the 

bllrni.ng of solid fu~l and refuse; and 

WffERl'l!AS, the State of Idaho, Department of Bealth and Welfare, 

J;livision of Enviro~ntal Quality ( "IDEQ~) has 4-Stablished a 

p=qram purs~t to Chapter 85, Titl.e 42, m:dted States Code (the 

Federal ~clean Air Act") for the establishment of air quality 

designations, alert criteria and ba.ns for solid fuel and refuse 

burning; and 

WBEBEAS, the Council has found that controlling the emissions 

from solid fuel and refuse bu.ming will protect the heal th and 

welfare of the citizens of the City; 

NOW, TIIERBFORE 1 BE I'l' 0RDJUNED BY THE ~YOR AND CITY COUNCIL 

OF 't'BE CITY OF MERIDIAN, ADA CODNTY, IDAHO: 
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SECTION l: SBORT '?I'l'LE: 'l'his Chapter shall l:ie known and J 
cited as the Meridian Cle4El _Ai.r _qrdi.zJa.IJce, 

SECTION 2: The purpo111e o-t this 

Chaptar is to protect air --qi:ial.:tt'y resOUJ';'Ce-s vital to the public 

health, safety, and welfare of Meridian residents and the economic 

future by controlling emissions from- solid fuel and refuse l:iUrning. 

'l'his Chapttt is prOmulgated under the authority of the Idaho 

Constitution, Article 12, Sec:tign 2, and Idaho Code SS 31-714 a.nd 

jl-801. 

SECTION 3: APPLICABILI'l'Y: This Chapter shall apply to all 

areas of the City of Meridian and those areas annexed to the City 

of Meridian hereafter. 

SECTION 4: DEFINITIONS : For the purpose of this Cha.ptar, 

the following taDlllJ, phrllSes, word111, and derivations all have the J 

meanings given herein. The word nshall n is a.lways manctato:ey and 

not merely directo:i:y. 

AIR POLLUTION: The presauce in the outdoor atmosphere of any 
conta.nti.nata, or combination:i thereof, in such qual_ity or of 
such nature and duration and tinder such conditions as would be 
injurioua to httma.n heal.th or welfare, to plant or anjm .. J life, 
or to property, or to interfere unreasonably with the 
enjoyment of life or property. 

BUILDING: Any structure, dwelJ.ing, office, industrial. plant, 
garage or barn, whethiuc publicJ.y or privately owned or atty 
other structure as defined by the Unifo:rm Building Coda as 
adopted in Chapt,.r 1, TitJ.e 2, of the Revised and CompiJ.ed 
Ordinances of the City of Meridian. 

BURN DOWN: That period of time following an air pollution 
alert required for the cessation of combustion within solid 
fuel heating appliances or IUlY outdoor fires or burning or 
incineration included within this ChapteJ:. 

CLEAN BURNING 
APPLIANCE: A sol.id fuel. heating appl.iance that has been 
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certified as clean burning by either the Ore9on Department of 
BnviJ::onmental Quality or the United States Environmental 
Protect.ion Agency and hiUI been placed on the list ~ approved 
clean burning appliancas maintained by the City Clerk. 

ECONOMIC HARDSHIP: Fifty percent (50t;) or le:s11 of Ada 
CQ\lnty's median income a.s established by th.a o.s. Departmeu.t 
of :a:ousinq and Orban DeveloplaBil.t. 

FII!3PLACE: A residential solid fuel burning device with an 
ai.t"-to-fuel ratio of greater than thirty (30) which is a 
permanent structural featu:r:11 of a building. A fir9place is 
make up Qf a concealed masonry or metal flue and a maaonry or 
metal firebox enclosed in decorative masonry or othe:r lmil.d.ing 
llli!;tarials. A residential solid fuel burning device which is 
freestanding or which is installed into an existing 
KfiJ:eplac:e• opening is not included in the definiti.on of 
.Kf~place". 

HEA'I' OUTPUT: The British Thermal Unit (B'l'U) /hour output of a 
solid fuel heating appliance measured Ulldar the testing 
criteria as adapted by the Ada County Development Services 
Department. · 

OPEN BfilW'ING: The ci;.unbnation of any material not contained in 
a haatin9 appl.iance or inci.ne:t"ator. 

PAR'l'lctJLAx.13 
MATTER: AD.y ga.a-bo;t'Ile partic:les resulting from incQmPlete 
combustion, conaisting predominantly, but not axcluaively, of 
carbon and other combustible matter. 

PERSON: Any individual, firm, partner:ihip, association, 
corporation, CQmPany, organizatio11 or gOVl!.?;IIJll8Utal entity. 

REFUSE: All solid waste, garbage, and rubbish, including bnt 
not lbnited to cardboard, plastic, rubber, atyrofoam, 
petroleum prodncts, food stuff, Christma:i trees, yard debris, 
or chem.i;:ally treated wood. 

REFUSE 
INCINERAXQR: Any device designed or operated to reduce the 
volume of refuse, Natllral qas-fired patholoi;ical incinerators 
are excluded. 

SOLE SOURCE: One or more solid fuel heating devi.c:es whicb. 
constitute the only :source of heat in a building for the 
purpoae of spal<;:e heating. No solid fuel. heating device ( s) 
shall be the sole source of heat if the building is aqnipped 
with a per:inanently installed furnace or heating system 
designed to heat the building that is connected or unconnected 
from its energy source, utilizing: oil, natural gas, 
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electricity or propane. 

SOLID FUEL: Any f~ of untreated wood or coal. 

SOLID FUEL 
APPLIANCE~ 
combustion 

-= An enclosed device desi~ned for solid fuel 
that meets all of the follOW:t.Ilg' criteria: 

A. An a..i.:r:-to-fuel averaqing less than thirty five to one 
(JS-to-1) J 

B. Firebox volume less than twenty (20) cubic feet; 

C. , Mi 0 iD111m burn rate laise than five (5) kilogranus pel:' hour; 

~· 
D. MaxiJnum weight of less than eight hundl:'ed ( 800) 

kilograms. 

Explicitly excluded are furnaces, boilers, cook stoves, and 
open fireplac:es. 

SECTION 5. AIR QUALITY DESIGNATIONS AND ALER'r Cll.ITEIUA~ 

A. Tbe quality of Mel:'idian's air shall boe detendned by 
lllOnitoring pollutant level., in and/or around the City of 
Meridian with equipment and llH:!tbods approved by the Idaho 
State Divisioin of BIIVil:'onmental Qaallty. 

B. The quality of Ada county's air shall be doesigDated 
according to the following table, where "PM 10" ind.ieates 
particulate matter with an aerodynamic diameter less than 
or equal to ten (10} microns: 

lfealth Effect 
Designation 

Good 
Moderate 
Unhealthful 
Very unhealthful 
11.,,zardous 

PM 10 ,COncentrati.cms 
24-hou:i;; !uc/m'J 

o- 50 
51-150 

151-JSO 
351-420 

>420 

C. In order to prevent the eristence of air quality that is 
unhealthful, an Ur pollution -alert•' will be declared 
whenever the Idaho State Division of Environment QW!l.lity 
lllE!aaures levels of PM 10 concent:i:ations exceeding one 
hundred (100) microqrams per cubic meter (ug/m') and 
forecast!! air staqnation conditions continuing for at 
least twenty four (24) hours. 
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SECTION 6: Whenever air 

pollution a1ert e~nditions are me_t, l~al pr.int, radio, and 

television news media will be notified. Announeements of the 

existence of an air pollution "alert 6 will be lllB.de by the news 

ll18d1a. during resnlarly scheduled. broedcasts and in all editions of 

the official newspaper of Ada County. 

SECTION 7: BURNING SOLID !"O'EL OR REl!'USE: 

A. No person shall cause or allow refuse or coal to be 
burned in a solid fuel heating applianco designed for 
wood fuel. 

B. No person shall cause or al1ow a refuse incinerator to be 
operated contrary to the design, specifications, and 
manufacturer' s instructions • 

SECTION 8: AIR QUALI'l'Y ALERT/ADDITIONAL RESTRICTIONS: 

At the onset and during the pendency of a declared air quality 

"alert", the following additional restrictions appl.y: 

A. No person shall cause or allow, after a three {3) hour 
"burn doWn 6

, the operations of a solid fuel heating 
appliance or open fireplace, unl.ese an exemption has bean 
granted by the City Clark. 

B. No per$an shal.1. cause or allow the operation of a solid 
waste incinerator. 

C. No t;ierson shall cause or allow open burning or refuse or 
sol.id fueJ.. 

SEC'I'ION 9: 

A. The City Clerk shall grant exemptions from this Chapter 
if it is dete=dned by the City CJ.erk that: 

1. A solid fuel heating appl.iance is the sole source 
of heat fOl:" the structure in which it is situated; 
or 

2. Using alternative 
unr,.asonable economic 

heating 
hardship; 

would 
or 

cause •• 

3 • The sol.id fuel heating appl.i=e is listed by Ada 
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County Development Services as a clean burning ,.... 
1 appliance. ,_,, 

B. Any person denied an ex<tmption under this Chapter 11hall 
be provided, at the option of the applicant for the 
exemption, a hearing before the Mayor and City Coancil. 

C. Any building cons'U'ucted after the effective date of this 
Chapter shall 11ot be eligible for an exemption tmder 
sab.11ec:tions Al and A2 above. 

SECTION 10: MINIMUM STANDARDS FOR CLEAN BURNING APPLIANCES ; 

A. In no event sh.a.II the standan:l.111 fol:' clean burning solid 
fuel heating appliances allow a weighted average 
partic11late emission greater than: 

l. For a n- clean burning solid fuel heating 
appliance with a minimmn heat output of les!J than 
forth thousand ( 40, 000) BTU p11r hcur and tested 
pursuant ta p:i:ocedures approved by the Building 
Department. 

a. Seven and five-tenths (7.5) grallll'J per hour for 
a nom::atalytic solid fuel heating appliance. 

b. Four and one-tenth (4.l) grams per hour for a --.,) 
catalytic solid fuel heatinq appliance. 

2. Clean bllrilinq solid fuel heati.uq appliances with a 
mjniwlll!. heat output of qreater than forth thousand 
( 40, 000) S'l'U p•r hour shall not exceed an averaqe 
particul.ate <tmission sta.nd.aJ:d equ'11 to the IJWll of 
aiqht and zero-tenths (a. 0) grams per hour plns 
two-tenths (0.2) qr!llllll per hour for each one 
thousand (l,000) B'l'U per hour heat output. 

3. For any other solid fuel heatinq appliance 
official.ly exempted by the Enviromnental :E>rotection 
Agency from. the above requirement". 

SECTION 11~ Af'PLICASILITY OF Cl:lAPTER: Nothinq in this 

Chapter is intended to conflict with, supersede, repeal, or a£fect 

any other regulations or requirements for the installation or 

inspection of solid fuel heating appliances, including, but not 

limited to, those regulations adopted at Title 2, Chapter l, of the 

Revised and Compiled Ordinances of the City of Meridian. l!'urther, 
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nothing in this Chapter is entitled to conflict with, supersede, 

repeal, or affect any other resulationa er requirements for the 

burning, cutdcc:J:" fires, and incineration permits i.nc:ludi.ng, but =t 

limited to, those re<;[Ulations adopted at Title 6, Chapter 5, of the 

Revised and Compiled Ordinances cf the City cf Meridian. 

SEC'l'ION 12: PENALTY: A violation of any of the provisions 

of this Chapter or the faiJ.ure or om.is111ion to perfo:r;m. any duty 

imposed by the provisions of this Chapter is hereby declared 

unlawful and punishable as a misdemeanor. 

SECTION 13: EFFECTIVE DATE: WHEREAS, there is an emergency 

therefor, which emergency is hereby dec:lared to exist, this 

Orcl.i.nance shall be in full. forc:e and effec::t from and after its 

pa.=.,age, approval and public:ation acc:ord.ing to law. 

PASSED AND APPROVED this 1994. 

CI'l'Y OF MERIDIAN 

ATTEST: 

~=:.~~crm 
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