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EPA’s Proposed Actions Related to PFAS in Drinking Water

• On May 18, 2026, EPA announced a comprehensive strategy to address 
per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) in water.

• As a part of this commitment, EPA announced two proposed rules related 
to PFAS in drinking water.

• The first rule upholds the 2024 drinking water standards for perfluorooctanoic acid 
(PFOA) and perfluorooctane sulfonic acid (PFOS) while enhancing practical 
implementation by proposing to provide public water systems nationwide with an 
option to request two additional years to comply with the enforceable standards.

• The second rule corrects the 2024 failure to follow the clear requirements of the 
Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA) and proposes to rescind drinking water 
regulations for certain other PFAS to ensure these actions follow the legal process 
laid out in the SDWA.

• EPA is requesting public comment on the two proposed rules.
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PFAS Background and 
Safe Drinking Water Act Regulatory History
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PFAS Background

• PFAS are manufactured chemicals that have been used in industry 
and consumer products since the 1940s. 

• There are thousands of different PFAS, some of which have been 
more widely used and studied than others. PFOA and PFOS are two 
of the best-studied PFAS.

• PFAS tend to break down extremely slowly in the environment and 
because of their widespread use and persistence they can build up 
in people, animals, and the environment over time.

• Drinking water is one of several ways people may be exposed to 
PFAS. PFAS can also be present in water, soil, air, food and other 
materials found in our homes and workplaces.

Office of Water
4



PFAS Background
• Scientific studies have shown that exposure to some PFAS, including 

PFOA and PFOS, in the environment is linked to harmful health effects 
in people and animals. 

• Harmful to pregnancies and developing babies
• Decreased vaccine response in children
• Increased risk for some cancers and liver damage
• Elevated cholesterol levels (which can increase the risk for heart attack or 

stroke)

• EPA is acting to protect people’s drinking water and reducing our 
exposure to PFOA and PFOS can lower our risk for these health effects.
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• In April 2024, EPA finalized the NPDWR and established legally enforceable 
levels, called Maximum Contaminant Levels (MCLs), for six PFAS in drinking 
water.
 PFOA, PFOS, PFHxS, PFNA, and HFPO-DA (commonly referred to as GenX Chemicals) 

as individual contaminants; and
 PFAS mixtures containing at least two of PFHxS, PFNA, HFPO-DA, and PFBS using a 

Hazard Index
• EPA also finalized health-based, non-enforceable Maximum Contaminant Level 

Goals (MCLGs) for these PFAS. 
• Additionally, the final NPDWR requires public water systems to:

 Monitor for these PFAS; 
 Notify the public of the levels of these PFAS; and
 Reduce the levels of these PFAS in drinking water if they exceed the MCLs

EPA’s 2024 PFAS National Primary Drinking Water Regulation
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2024 Final PFAS NPDWR and 2026 Proposed PFAS Rules 
Applicability

Chemical
Maximum Contaminant Level 
Goal (MCLG)

Maximum Contaminant Level 
(MCL)

PFOA 0 4.0 ppt
PFOS 0 4.0 ppt
PFHxS 10 ppt 10 ppt

HFPO-DA (GenX chemicals) 10 ppt 10 ppt
PFNA 10 ppt 10 ppt
Mixture of two or more: PFHxS, 
PFNA, HFPO-DA, and PFBS

Hazard Index of 1 Hazard Index of 1

Proposed Rescission 
Rule

Proposed Extension 
Rule
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Proposed Rule: Rescission of the National Primary Drinking 
Water Regulations for Four PFAS Substances (PFHxS, PFNA, 
HFPO-DA (GenX), and the Mixture of These Three PFAS Plus 

PFBS) Under SDWA
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EPA’s Proposed Rescission Rule
• The 2024 PFAS NPDWR failed the follow the statutory requirements and 

regulatory development process in the SDWA for PFHxS, PFNA, HFPO-DA, and 
Hazard Index mixtures of these three PFAS plus PFBS. 

• To ensure this is corrected, EPA is proposing to rescind the regulatory 
determinations and the resulting enforceable regulations for these PFAS.

• It is not a reassessment of the scientific evidence underlying the 2024 PFAS 
NPDWR. 
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EPA’s Proposed Rescission Rule
• Specifically, the SDWA requires a sequential approach to regulation, where the Agency must first 

propose a determination to regulate a contaminant (i.e., a regulatory determination) and seek 
public comment on whether the regulation is appropriate prior to finalizing that regulatory 
determination and proposing the regulation.

• For the current regulations for PFHxS, PFNA, HFPO-DA, and the Hazard Index mixtures, EPA both 
proposed and finalized the regulatory determinations and regulations simultaneously and in 
tandem, undercutting transparency, the public’s opportunity for input, and time for drinking water 
systems to prepare for these requirements.

• Once EPA has taken final action to correct this unlawful process, the Agency will deliver on its 
commitment to evaluate these and additional PFAS for future regulation under the SDWA.

• While EPA cannot pre-determine the outcome of this future evaluation, it is possible that the result 
could be more stringent requirements addressing these PFAS in drinking water.
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EPA’s Proposed Rescission Rule – Costs and Benefits
Cost Savings and Foregone Benefits (millions of 2022$)

3% Discount Rate 7% Discount Rate

Quantified Total Expected Annualized Cost Savings $11.6 $11.4

Quantified Total Expected Annualized Forgone Benefits $6.1 $4.1

• Quantified cost savings is the result of reduced compliance costs from relieving regulated entities from any 
monitoring, treatment and reporting obligations specific to the rescinded regulations.

• Potential for an additional $82.4 million in cost savings per year (based on a sensitivity analysis describing 
additional potential treatment of PFNA, HFPO-DA, and PFBS). 

• Quantified forgone benefits represent the missed benefits as a result of reduced benefits from co-removing 
PFOA and PFOS at systems who are also required to treat for PFHxS. 
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Additional EPA Actions on PFAS
• Beyond these two proposed drinking water regulations, EPA is dedicated to comprehensively 

addressing PFAS through its funding and technical assistance. 
• Funding:

• $1 billion to address PFAS and other emerging contaminant through the Emerging Contaminants in 
Small and Disadvantaged Communities Grant ($5 billion over the last five years)

• $4 billion dedicated to addressing emerging contaminants and PFAS through the DWSRF
• $6.5 billion available through the Water Infrastructure Finance and Innovation Act

• Technical Assistance:
• PFAS OUT program is proactively reaching out to water systems with known challenges with PFOA 

and PFOS to provide them with support and information to get PFAS out of drinking water
• RealWaterTA provides direct technical assistance to water systems to deliver tangible outcomes 

such as identifying infrastructure solutions for PFAS and accessing funding assistance
• Updated PFAS Interim Destruction and Disposal Guidance

• Listing PFAS as a chemical group under the Draft Sixth Contaminant Candidate List (CCL 6) to better 
understand and ultimately reduce the potential risks caused by this broad class of chemicals.
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 Stopping PFAS contamination before it reaches drinking water sources is 
central to EPA’s strategy, therefore the agency is advancing technology-
based effluent limitations and pretreatment standards for key industrial 
categories that discharge PFAS, including chemical manufacturers and 
other sources, to keep PFAS out of waterways in the first place.
Using authorities under the Toxic Substances Control Act to ensure new 

and existing chemicals are subject to the most robust, gold-standard 
scientific review before they enter commerce.

Additional EPA Actions on PFAS
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Public Comment Period and Docket

 The public is invited to review the two rule proposals and supporting information 
and provide their written input to EPA through the public dockets.
 The public dockets for each rule can be accessed at: www.regulations.gov under 

the following Docket IDs: 
Proposed PFAS Rescission Rule: EPA-HQ-OW-2025-0654. 

  Proposed PFOA and PFOS MCL Extension Rule: EPA-HQ-OW-2025-1742.
Written comments must be submitted to the public docket by July 20, 2026.
There are two separate dockets. Please ensure any written comments are 

submitted the specific docket associated with your comments.
 For more information on submitting information to EPA dockets: 

https://www.epa.gov/dockets/commenting-epa-dockets 

Office of Water
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Resources
• Information on the two proposed drinking water rulemakings and associated communication materials 

is available on EPA’s proposed rule webpages:
• PFOA and PFOS Extension Proposed Rule: https://www.epa.gov/sdwa/proposed-pfoa-and-pfos-

compliance-extension-rule
• PFAS Rescission Proposed Rule: https://www.epa.gov/sdwa/proposed-pfas-rescission-rule

• PFAS OUT: https://www.epa.gov/water-infrastructure/pfas-out 

• RealWaterTA: https://www.epa.gov/water-infrastructure/real-water-technical-assistance-realwaterta 
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