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Overview of EPA’s State & Tribal Indoor Radon Grants Program: 
A Focus on Activities Conducted During Fiscal Year 2025 

Introduction 

Radon is a naturally occurring, odorless, radioactive gas and is the second-leading cause of lung 

cancer after smoking in the United States. Effective, affordable measures to reduce indoor 

radon are available and when employed, can prevent radon-induced lung cancer and save lives. 

For more than 30 years, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has provided critical 

funding to support state, territory, and tribal efforts to reduce radon exposure through the 

State & Tribal Indoor Radon Grants (SIRG) program. This collaborative partnership between the 

states, territories, tribes, and EPA is critical in reducing radon risk and saving lives. 

Despite notable progress, radon remains a serious public health concern in the United States. 

Millions of homes continue to have elevated radon levels, and approximately 21,000 Americans 

die annually from radon-induced cancer, including people who have quit smoking or never 

smoked.1 In fact, radon is the primary cause of lung cancer among non-smokers and is 

attributable to 3 to 20% of all lung cancer deaths worldwide.2 This reinforces the need for 

expanded radon testing for all homes and buildings, public health–focused policy adoption, and 

risk reduction measures, such as radon mitigation of elevated radon levels in existing homes 

and radon-resistant new construction (RRNC) practices. State, territory, and tribal radon 

programs are vital to implementing successful programs aimed at reducing radon risk. 

Improving indoor air quality (IAQ) is a growing public health priority for many families and 

communities. State and tribal radon programs, community advocates, industry professionals, 

National Radon Action Plan member organizations, and public health agencies address radon as 

a critical IAQ issue by building partnerships to tackle emerging challenges and advance risk 

reduction. Effective radon risk reduction strategies and policies help to expand home and 

building testing, radon mitigation of existing homes with high levels, and RRNC practices.

1 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). 2025. “Health Risk of Radon.” Available online at: www.epa.gov/radon/health-
risk-radon.  
2 Kim, S.H., W.J. Hwang, J.S. Cho, and D.R. Kang. 2016. “Attributable Risk of Lung Cancer Deaths Due to Indoor Radon 
Exposure.” Annals of Occupational and Environmental Medicine 28 (8). Available online at: doi.org/10.1186/s40557-016-
0093-4.  

http://www.epa.gov/radon/health-risk-radon
http://www.epa.gov/radon/health-risk-radon
https://doi.org/10.1186/s40557-016-0093-4
https://doi.org/10.1186/s40557-016-0093-4
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Summary of the Report 

This annual report highlights successful state and tribal grantee approaches in six key focus 

areas: codes and policies, testing in schools and buildings, homes and residential real estate 

transactions, cancer control plans (CCPs), education and outreach to the medical community, 

and additional technical support. The report covers activities conducted during the fiscal 

year (FY) 2025 SIRG reporting cycle (October 1, 2024 – September 30, 2025).3 

In FY25, 46 states (including Washington D.C.), 2 territories, and 24 tribes requested and 

received SIRG funding to support their radon programs. Five new tribes received funding to 

help establish radon programs: the Little River Band of Odawa Indians, the Little Traverse Bay 

Bands of Odawa Indians, the Choctaw Nation, the Standing Rock Sioux Tribe, and the Inter 

Tribal Council of Arizona. A full map of the United States below (Figure 1) shows the current 

funding status for each state, territory, and tribal grantee. 

EPA aims to assist local communities through state and tribal radon grants. Some state and 

tribal radon programs pair SIRG funding with other healthy housing, housing finance, and/or 

radon mitigation assistance programs to expand opportunities to access testing and radon 

mitigation resources.4 

This report demonstrates the importance of partnership, community-tailored programs, and 

established approaches for radon risk reduction throughout the United States through 

highlighting various program activities and approaches shared by states and tribes. 

Key Take-Aways and Significant Progress 

• For this annual SIRG cycle, 41 of the 46 states (including Washington D.C.) and 12 of the 

24 tribes receiving FY25 SIRG funding submitted reports on planned and conducted radon 

activities. 

• The number of tribes receiving funding increased from 22 to 24 during this reporting 

cycle.   

• Grantees continue to make progress adopting consensus radon measurement standards 

and RRNC requirements at the state and local level. Notable highlights include: 

o In Maryland, several counties have adopted Appendix F of the International 

Residential Code, including Baltimore, Calvert, Carroll, Frederick, Howard, 

Montgomery, and Washington counties. 

o In New York, Madison County adopted Appendix F of the International Residential 

Building Code and the town of Georgetown added RRNC into its local code. 

 
3  While the FY25 SIRG reporting cycle covers October 1, 2024 – September 30, 2025, some states and tribes that submitted data 
for FY25 included activities completed from July 1, 2024 – June 30, 2025, due to adherence to calendar year updates instead. 
4 The National Center for Healthy Housing and the American Lung Association. 2024. “Finding Funding to Fix Radon 
Problems.” Available online at: nchh.org/resource-library/2024.06.25_ala-nchh-webinar_finding-funding-to-fix-radon-
problems_common-questions.pdf.  

https://nchh.org/resource-library/2024.06.25_ala-nchh-webinar_finding-funding-to-fix-radon-problems_common-questions.pdf
https://nchh.org/resource-library/2024.06.25_ala-nchh-webinar_finding-funding-to-fix-radon-problems_common-questions.pdf
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Figure 1. Map of Current Funding Status for Grantees Across the United States 
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Spotlight: Successful Approaches for Reducing Radon Risk 

This section showcases examples of state and tribal projects and activities funded in part by 

EPA’s SIRG program. 

Adoption of State Policies/Regulations or Building Codes 

• Since 2010, the Illinois Radon Resistant Construction Act has required all homes to be 

built using RRNC techniques determined by regulations adopted by the Illinois 

Emergency Management Agency (IEMA). In total, more than 1,900 housing units have 

been bult with radon reducing features. The IEMA Radon Program continues to 

provide training to code officials, as well as general contractors, licensed plumbers 

and local developers, to ensure the proper and effective installation. 

• In FY25, the Michigan Radon program held discussions with the Department of 

Licensing and Regulatory Affairs Bureau of Construction Codes to discuss revisions to 

the Michigan Residential Building Code Rule and shared radon testing data with all 

83 counties in the state. 

Testing and Remediation of Schools and Childcare Facilities 

• In Connecticut, more than 240 schools and daycares were tested for radon, and one 

school with an elevated radon level received a mitigation system.  

• More than 290 schools and daycares were tested for radon in Florida. The state 

Department of Health engaged with schools and informed them about mandatory 

radon testing requirements.  

• The Wisconsin Department of Children and Families enacted a policy in 2023 requiring 

all licensed childcare providers to test for radon and mitigate when levels meet or 

exceed 4 pCi/L. During this reporting period, more than 40 childcare centers mitigated 

elevated radon levels, protecting approximately 1,200 enrolled children as well as 

teachers and caretakers of the facilities from exposure to high radon.  

• The Washington D.C. Radon Program collaborated with the Department of General 

Services to test more than 25 public schools for the presence of radon. All the facilities 

tested during this reporting cycle were below the action level.  

Addressing Radon in Homes and Residential Real Estate Transactions 

• More than 1,300 housing units in Delaware were tested for radon, and more than 200 

of the tests resulted as part of real estate transactions. The state radon program also 

helped citizens educate a homeowner’s association that was originally blocking 

residents from installing radon mitigation systems because of aesthetic reasons and 

successfully advocated for more testing in the neighborhood and mitigation systems 

when appropriate.  
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• In collaboration with the American Lung Association, the Iowa Department of Health 

and Human Services produced and distributed a video in English and Spanish to 

encourage home buyers to test their homes and educate them about radon. The video 

was shared with residents as part of a Radon Reduction Toolkit for Home Buyers. 

• The Utah Radon Program assisted the Northwestern Band of the Shoshone Nation 

with testing more than 60 tribal homes and mitigating homes with elevated radon 

levels. 

Inclusion of Radon in Cancer Control Plans (CCPs) 

• Building on an existing strategic plan focusing on health promotion and disease 

prevention, the Oregon Health Authority partnered with the Knight Cancer Institute to 

publish a comprehensive cancer control plan in December 2025 that includes a goal to 

increase radon awareness and testing rates, particularly in rural areas.  

• The Maine Cancer Control Plan includes many radon specific objectives, including 

educating the public about the importance of using certified radon mitigators and 

reducing financial barriers to installing radon mitigation systems in buildings that have 

elevated radon levels.  

Education and Outreach to the Medical Community 

• The Bad River Tribe developed flyers to inform medical providers and nurses about 

the risk of radon and best practices for addressing the public health concern with 

patients and tribal residents.  

• In February 2025, the Vermont Radon Program joined the state cancer coalition and 

lung cancer screening task force to increase access to the medical community and 

promote radon awareness. 

Continuing Education, Outreach, and Technical Support 

• Montana made significant progress expanding technical capacity with the number of 

certified radon mitigators increasing to at least five in every county in the state. 

Additionally, through partnerships with the Montana Department of Labor and 

Industry, various builders, several realtors, Habitat for Humanity, and other 

organizations, the program has begun to standardize the installation of passive radon 

mitigation systems in new construction. 

• The Idaho Environmental Health Program successfully launched the Radon in Real 

Estate course for realtors, which was approved by the Idaho Real Estate Commission 

for continuing education credits. Due to high demand, the course will be offered more 

broadly across the state in the coming year. 
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• The Alaska Radon Program secured an agreement with the Alaska Native Tribal Health 

Consortium to continue circulating continuous radon monitors in communities 

serviced primarily by traveling public health nurses. This will allow Alaska to reach 

rural communities during peak radon testing season. 

• The Tennessee radon program expanded its list of professional courses to new 

audiences, including real estate professionals and home builders. In collaboration with 

the state association of realtors, the radon program hosted several continuing 

education classes for realtors to promote radon awareness. Additionally, the program 

developed online learning materials for professionals in the home buying and selling 

industry, such as realtors, home inspectors, builders, and contractors.  

Additional Success Stories 

The following states and tribes engaged in radon risk reduction activities that fall outside the 

six key areas of focus and may draw on additional sources of funding.  

• In New Hampshire, the Rye Public Library found elevated levels of radon in various 

areas in their facility. After consulting with EPA, the library decided to close the facility 

for mitigation, which took around a month to complete. The New Hampshire 

Department of Health and Human Services assisted the library in expediting their 

re-opening by loaning them three continuous radon monitors. The program saw an 

uptick in test kit requests in response to news articles that detailed the library’s 

experience.  

• The Nevada Radon Education Program (NREP) contributed to a major public health 

milestone this year by providing technical assistance for Senate Bill 387, which now 

requires certain insurance plans to cover lung cancer screenings. While the bill was 

championed by a state senator and health partners, NREP provided vital education 

about the link between radon exposure and lung cancer to strengthen the case for 

early detection.  

• The Kansas Radon Program and Kansas State University have been working with the 

Masonic Cancer Alliance (MCA) to provide radon outreach and test kit distributions at 

cancer screening events. As part of this project, the MCA will collect data and 

information regarding test results and mitigation efforts. This will include collecting 

data regarding potential barriers to mitigation. After sufficient data are collected, the 

MCA along with the American Lung Association have proposed introducing legislation 

to establish a Low-Income Radon Mitigation Assistance program to set aside state 

funds to help low-income Kansans receive radon risk reduction resources. 
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