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September 18, 2026 
 

Tim Whitehouse 
PEER Executive Director 
962 Wayne Ave., Suite 610 
Silver Spring, MD 20910 
Via Email: info@peer.org 

 

 
Re:  Response to Request for Correction of Information under the Information Quality Act: 1) EPA 

Questions and Answers About TSCA; and 2) EPA Questions and Answers about Designation of 
PFOA and PFOS as Hazardous Substances under CERCLA (RFC 26001) 

Dear Mr. Whitehouse, 

This letter is the response to the Request for Correction (RFC), dated October 29, 2025, and assigned 
RFC #26001 for tracking purposes, that was submitted to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
pursuant to EPA's Guidelines for Ensuring and Maximizing the Quality, Objectivity, Utility, and Integrity 
of Information Disseminated by the EPA (EPA IQG). 

 
Summary of the RFC 
In the RFC, PEER requested the retraction of two EPA publications containing alleged erroneous 
information about perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA) on its website: 

 
1. EPA Questions and Answers About TSCA. (Fact Sheet: 2010/2015 PFOA Stewardship 

Program) 

“Q8.[Is] … perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA), and other long-chain PFASs still being manufactured 
or imported into United States? 

The manufacture and import of PFOA has also been phased out in United States as part of the 
PFOA Stewardship program. Existing stocks of PFOA might still be used and there might be 
PFOA in some imported articles."3 

2. Questions and Answers about Designation of PFOA and PFOS as Hazardous Substances under 
CERCLA 

“Have PFOA and PFOS been phased out? Are they still in use? 
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Domestic production and import of PFOA has been phased out in the United States by 
the companies participating in the 2010/2015 PFOA Stewardship Program. Small quantities of 
PFOA may be produced, imported, and used by companies not participating in the PFOA 
Stewardship Program…”4 

EPA’s Response to the RFC 

In response to PEER’s request, EPA is updating its websites for the TSCA and CERCLA programs 
regarding the language related to the 2010/2015 PFOA Stewardship Program to reflect recent updates 
and is making the changes outlined in paragraphs one and two below. 

1. TSCA: Q8. Are perfluorooctane sulfonic acid (PFOS), perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA), and other 
long-chain PFASs still being manufactured or imported into United States? PFOS was not 
reported as manufactured (including imported) into the U.S. as part of the 2012 Chemical Data 
Reporting (CDR) effort or the previous collection effort in 2006. CDR requires manufacturers 
(including importers) to report if they meet certain production volume thresholds, generally 
25,000 lbs at a single site. The last time PFOS manufacture was reported to EPA as part of this 
collection effort was 2002. There are some limited ongoing uses of PFOS (see 40 CFR 
§721.9582). 

 
We added this text at the end of the paragraph: “To access the data, go to EPA's Access CDR 
Data webpage.1” 

We removed this text: “The manufacture and import of PFOA has also been phased out in 
United States as part of the PFOA Stewardship program. Existing stocks of PFOA might still be 
used and there might be PFOA in some imported articles.” 

We replaced the sentences above to: “Domestic production and import of PFOA has been 
phased out in the United States by the companies participating in the 2010/2015 PFOA 
Stewardship Program2. Quantities of PFOA may be produced, imported, and used by companies 
not participating in the PFOA Stewardship Program and some uses of PFOS are ongoing. In 
addition, the Toxics Release Inventory (TRI) is a publicly available database of annual toxic 
chemical release and waste management data reported by certain facilities under the 
Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-Know-Act (EPCRA). For information on PFAS 
chemicals listed under TRI, visit EPA’s TRI Program Website3.” 

2. CERCLA: Have PFOA and PFOS been phased out? Are they still in use? 

“Domestic production and import of PFOA has been phased out in the United States by the 
companies participating in the 2010/2015 PFOA Stewardship Program. Small quantities of PFOA 

 

 

1 https://www.epa.gov/chemical-data-reporting/access-chemical-data-reporting-data 
2 https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2015-10/documents/pfoaguidance.pdf 
3 https://www.epa.gov/toxics-release-inventory-tri-program 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.epa.gov%2Fchemical-data-reporting%2Faccess-chemical-data-reporting-data&data=05%7C02%7Cdebell.kevin%40epa.gov%7Cee8fea49687240339b7808de757dfe44%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C639077381147831039%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ujqg5lRO88B0IapTCJt475vuSjVOlHW0bSYm2Wpqwf0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.epa.gov%2Fchemical-data-reporting%2Faccess-chemical-data-reporting-data&data=05%7C02%7Cdebell.kevin%40epa.gov%7Cee8fea49687240339b7808de757dfe44%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C639077381147831039%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ujqg5lRO88B0IapTCJt475vuSjVOlHW0bSYm2Wpqwf0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.epa.gov%2Ftoxics-release-inventory-tri-program&data=05%7C02%7Cdebell.kevin%40epa.gov%7Cee8fea49687240339b7808de757dfe44%7C88b378b367484867acf976aacbeca6a7%7C0%7C0%7C639077381147857658%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ZJX3oc5ue%2BYOxMa9QXTglM0vNgU33dPsM9CLAZmGVDU%3D&reserved=0
https://www.epa.gov/chemical-data-reporting/access-chemical-data-reporting-data
https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2015-10/documents/pfoaguidance.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/toxics-release-inventory-tri-program


Page 3 of 3  

may be produced, imported, and used by companies not participating in the PFOA Stewardship 
Program and some uses of PFOS are ongoing.” 

We replaced “Small quantities” with “Quantities.” 

In conclusion, as outlined in this letter, the EPA is taking measures to respond to your RFC by updating 
its websites for the TSCA and CERCLA programs. 

Thank you for your interest in the EPA’s information quality efforts. Should you have questions or need 
additional information about the EPA’s IQG process, you may contact us via email to quality@epa.gov 
(our preferred method), or via regular mail to the EPA Data and Enterprise Programs Division, Mail 
Code 2821T, U.S. EPA, 1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20460. 

 

Sincerely, 

DOUGLAS 

 

 
Digitally signed by 
DOUGLAS TROUTMAN 
Date: 2026.09.18 
14:37:20 -04'00' 

Douglas M. Troutman 
Assistant Administrator 

 
 

 
cc:  Carter Farmer, Chief Information Officer 

Jenia McBrian, Chief Quality Officer, Data and Quality Branch, Data and Enterprise Programs 
Division, Office of Finance and Administration 

TROUTMAN 

mailto:quality@epa.gov

	Re:  Response to Request for Correction of Information under the Information Quality Act: 1) EPA Questions and Answers About TSCA; and 2) EPA Questions and Answers about Designation of PFOA and PFOS as Hazardous Substances under CERCLA (RFC 26001)
	Summary of the RFC
	1. EPA Questions and Answers About TSCA. (Fact Sheet: 2010/2015 PFOA Stewardship Program)
	2. Questions and Answers about Designation of PFOA and PFOS as Hazardous Substances under CERCLA
	EPA’s Response to the RFC
	2. CERCLA: Have PFOA and PFOS been phased out? Are they still in use?
	DOUGLAS



