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Business Point of Contact  

Curtis Thayer 
Curtis Thayer serves as the Alaska Energy Authority (AEA) executive director.  Previously, he was the 
commissioner for the Department of Administration and cabinet member for Governor Sean Parnell, 
responsible for 1,100 public employees and an annual budget of $350 million. As part of his public 
service, he served as the deputy commissioner of the Department of Commerce, Community, and 
Economic Development, and worked in Washington, D.C. with Alaska’s Congressional Delegation. A 
graduate of the United States Department of Energy’s National Renewable Energy Laboratory Executive 
Energy Leadership Institute program, Thayer has gained a comprehensive understanding of advanced 
energy technologies that has helped him guide his organizations in making energy-related 
decisions.  The project budget and work plan anticipate a 3%-time commitment from Thayer to the 
project.  

Timothy Sandstrom 
Tim Sandstrom is AEA’s Chief Operating Officer and will represent Mr. Thayer, directly overseeing the 
rural energy team. He has been with AEA since 2011 and served as director of rural programs. 
Sandstrom oversees the management of AEA’s Rural Power System Upgrade, Bulk Fuel Upgrade, Circuit 
Rider, Emergency Response, and Training Programs. As a senior management team member, he is also 
responsible for implementing AEA’s strategy and budget management for his programs. With over 35 
years in construction, project management, and engineering project management throughout Alaska, 
Sandstrom brings a broad range of private sector experience to his work. The project budget and work 
plan anticipate a 3% time commitment from Sandstorm to the project.  

Technical Point of Contact 

Rebecca Garrett 
Rebecca is the Rural Programs Manager and has been with Alaska Energy Authority since 1997 and has 
managed projects and programs in varying size and complexity since 1998. She earned her project 
management professional (PMP) certification and keeps an active registration. She will take on the day-
to-day administration of this award, starting by preparing the Project Management Plan. From there, she 
will assign individual projects to qualified project managers who will provide project oversight, review, 
and accept plans, procedures, deliverables, and reports. Ms. Garrett will be responsible for project 
communications between contractors, consultants, and the AEA team. She will track specific contractual 
deliverables against the schedule to ensure contractors are on track to meet critical milestones. She will 
be the primary point of contact for the award. The budget and work plan anticipate 25% of Garrett’s time 
committed to this project. 
 







415 Iver Street, Fairbanks, AK  99709
907-712-7925

benjshilling@gmail.com

To continue my career while advancing financial knowledge, and independence in the institutions I work for 
and the clients I serve. 

2013 - Current 
Responsible for the accounting department and all financial reporting. At $470M of 

assets and $250M of annual revenues while maintaining an A+ Bond Rating and many years of clean audits 
with no findings. Directly responsible for a staff of 12 and shared oversight of another 10. 

2002 - 2012 
- Governmental auditor and accountant with emphasis on Alaskan Tribal Governments. Extensive 

training of tribal staff in the operation of governmental accounting and the use of automated accounting 
systems. Negotiated audit requirements with State and Federal audit agencies. 

1993 - 2002 
Conducted fraud, compliance, efficiency, and information 

technology audits throughout the university system and the State. Reported directly to the Board of Regents. 
Testified at trials and presented at national Internal Audit conferences. Directly responsible for 4 staff. 

1986 - 1993 
Managed governmental and non-profit audit engagements including the City of Fairbanks 

and the Fairbanks North Star Borough School District. Clients included local financial institutions, non-profits 
and local governments and school districts across the interior. 

University of Alaska, Fairbanks 
Bachelor of Business Administration Accounting, Cum Laude 1985 
Associate of Arts Computer Information Systems, Cum Laude 1983 

Certified Public Accountant 1989 
Certified Information System Auditor 1994 







 
 

NORTHWEST ARCTIC BOROUGH PROJECT MANAGER 

Ingemar Mathiasson 

 
Ingemar Mathiasson is the Northwest Arctic Borough Energy Program Manager. He will serve 
as the primary technical and management point of contact for this grant, overseeing all aspects 
of the award. With over a decade of managerial experience along with personal experience 
working in the power and renewable energy industry, Mr. Mathiasson has successfully led 
various energy projects, including renewable energy integrations, wind power and solar 
projects. He is experienced in leading numerous grant-funded initiatives and managing 
compliance with grant requirements. He understands the requirements for the proposed 
upgrades to the community power plants and how these upgrades will achieve reduced diesel 
consumption, thereby reducing greenhouse gas emissions. Mr. Mathiasson regularly works with 
the various community utilities, the Alaska Energy Authority, the Native Regional Corporation, 
and tribal and city governments. He reports to the Borough Mayor, Dickie Moto, and will keep 
him informed on the project progress. 

 


