






1001 E. Fayette Street Baltimore, Maryland 21202
Brandon M. Scott, Mayor
Ihuoma Emenuga, MD, MPH, MBA
Commissioner of Health

March 27, 2024

To: The Baltimore Office of Sustainability and Department of Public Works
Subject: Letter of Support

Dear REDUCE Coalition:

On behalf of the Baltimore City Health Department (BCHD), I write to express our support for the 
Reduce, Electrify, Decarbonize Utilize Clean Energy (REDUCE) project through which Baltimore City 

Baltimore-Columbia-Towson Metropolitan Statistical Area seek a competitive Climate Pollution 
Reduction Grant (CPRG) (Opportunity # EPA-R-OAR-CPRGT-23-09) to undertake key climate pollution 
reduction initiatives outlined in the MSA-specific Primary Climate Action Plan and the State of 

BCHD has collaborated with the Baltimore Office of Sustainability on several climate and health related 
initiatives, including work under the Heat Mitigation Working Group to strengthen Baltimore City 
climate goals through Mayor We are 
eager to support the REDUCE proposal to advance understanding and awareness of climate pollution in 
the city and region. As our agency works to better improve the health of all Baltimoreans, we are 
particularly interested in helping to 
goals related to extreme heat. 

Combined, the activities detailed in the REDUCE proposal will result in measurable reduction of climate 
pollution and impactful change through climate actions that yield co-benefits for communities, 
individuals, wildlife, ecosystems, and local economies. F
with the State of Maryland, activities will dovetail with the State s proposal to create substantial impact 
on the region. The proposed activities will help safeguard the nearly 3 million people living in our MSA, 
the 20th largest in the nation, by better preparing to take near and longer-term action to mitigate climate 
pollution risks in climate vulnerable areas of the Chesapeake Bay region. 

I strongly urge you to fully fund the REDUCE proposal. Should you have questions or wish to speak 
about our support of this proposal, please contact BCHD Chief of Staff & Chief Operating Officer, 
Kelleigh Eastman at Kelleigh.eastman@baltimorecity.gov. I look forward to seeing the positive impact 
CPRG funds will have on our community and across the region.

Sincerely,

Kelleigh Eastman 
Chief of Staff & Chief Operating Officer
Baltimore City Health Department



March 28, 2024

Director Ava Richardson 
Baltimore Office of Sustainability
417 E. Fayette Street, 8th Floor
Baltimore City, MD 21202

Pollution 
and Reduction Grant (CPRG) Proposal, Opportunity # EPA-R-OAR-CPRGT-23-09

Dear Director Richardson, 

I am writing to express the Department of General Services' commitment to and support of the 
Baltimore Metropolitan Statistical Area's "Reduce, Electrify, Decarbonize, Utilize Clean Energy" 
(REDUCE) proposal. The REDUCE proposal undertakes urgent actions for climate pollution reduction 
at the community level to support our collective and individual climate goals. The proposal is 
grounded in equity, focused on ideation with the community to ensure that climate pollution reduction 
investments encourage local actions and foster regional systems change while addressing 
environmental justice challenges faced by underserved and overburdened communities.

The Department of General Services is Baltimore City's lead for the decarbonization of its own 
buildings and fleet. By providing exemplary services to city government and examples of 
decarbonization strategies, the Department will partner with the Baltimore Office of Sustainability and 
other REDUCE partners to lend expertise and assistance, ensuring the success of REDUCE projects. 
The Department has worked alongside REDUCE partners through the Baltimore Metropolitan Council 
for regional energy procurement and renewable energy strategy for decades, and collaborates daily 
with the Office of Sustainability on city-focused climate mitigation and resilience strategies.

My team and I are in full support of the REDUCE application and believe that it will transform 
Baltimore and our region's ability to reach our collective climate goals. Please do not hesitate to reach 
out with any questions, and we strongly hope that the EPA fully funds the REDUCE application.

Sincerely,

Berke Attila
Director 
Department of General Services 

cc:
Terrel Chesson, Deputy Director, Department of General Services
Julia Kalloz, Chief, Energy Division, Department of General Services
Jason Mathias, Deputy Chief, Energy Division, Department of General Services





 
2911 Pulaski Highway 
Baltimore, MD 21224 

(410) 585-8810 

 

March 7, 2024 

Environmental Protection Agency 
Transmitted electronically via: CPRG@epa.gov  

Dear Review Panel: 

On behalf of Banner Neighborhoods Community Corporation, I write to express enthusiastic support for 
the Reduce, Electrify, Decarbonize Utilize Clean Energy  (REDUCE) project through which the seven 
counties in the Baltimore-Columbia-Towson Metropolitan Statistical Area seek a competitive Climate 
Pollution Reduction Grant (CPRG) (Opportunity # EPA-R-OAR-CPRGT-23-09) to undertake key, 
timely climate pollution reduction initiatives outlined in the MSA-specific Primary Climate Action Plan 

 

The people who live, work, play, invest, learn and grow in Baltimore already live with negative effects 
caused by climate pollution and the risk of climate related hazards increases each year. The City of 
Baltimore recently approved an ambitious Climate Action Plan Update (CAP) that must be implemented 
to achieve the City and State of Maryland goal to achieve net-zero emissions by 2045, while also 
working to alleviate the unjust, unfair burden placed on environmental justice and frontline communities 
across the state. While the CAP provides a sound roadmap for achieving the shorter-term goal of 60% 
emission reduction by 2030, significant investment must be made and longer-term financing 
mechanisms must be identified to implement the CAP. 

With CPRG funding, the REDUCE partners will support community-level and jurisdiction specific 
programming to prioritize the benefits of climate pollution reduction for communities across Maryland 
with the most need. CPRG funds will support decarbonizing municipal operations while spurring 
regional zero waste capacity laying the foundation for regional circular economies of scale. To 
complement climate pollution reduction and decarbonization activities, REDUCE aims to maximize the 
co-benefits of nature-based solutions to sequester carbon, seek new, future untapped revenue sources to 
REDUCE and continually train, educate, and motivate a regional climate workforce. Combined, the 
activities will result in measurable reduction of climate pollution and impactful change through climate 
actions that yield co-benefits for communities, individuals, wildlife, ecosystems, and local economies. 

the State of Maryland proposal to create a significantly greater impact on the region. 

The proposed activities will help safeguard the nearly 3 million people living in the MSA, the 20th 
largest in the nation, by better preparing jurisdictions to take near and longer-term action to mitigate 



2911 Pulaski Highway
Baltimore, MD 21224

(410) 585-8810

climate pollution related risks in particularly climate vulnerable areas located on or adjacent to the 
Chesapeake Bay. 

I strongly urge you to fully fund the REDUCE proposal.  Should you have questions or wish to speak 
about our support of this proposal, please contact Robin Truiett-Theodorson at 
robin@bannerenighborhoods.org.  I look forward to seeing the positive impact CPRG funds will have 
on our community and across the region.

Best Regards,

Robin Truiett-Theodorsn
Executive Director























Transportation and Urban Infrastructure Studies
Morgan State University 1700 E. Cold Spring Lane Baltimore, MD 21251

March 11, 2024

Environmental Protection Agency

Transmitted electronically via: CPRG@epa.gov 

Dear Review Panel:

On behalf of Morgan State University, I write to express enthusiastic support for the Reduce, Electrify, 
Decarbonize Utilize Clean Energy (REDUCE) project through which the seven counties in the Baltimore-
Columbia-Towson Metropolitan Statistical Area seek a competitive Climate Pollution Reduction Grant 
(CPRG) (Opportunity # EPA-R-OAR-CPRGT-23-09) to undertake key, timely climate pollution reduction 
initiatives outlined in the MSA-speci
Pollution Reduction Plan. 

Morgan State has collaborated with the City of Baltimore and other regional partners to advance 
understanding and awareness of climate pollution in the city and region. We have worked closely with 
regional partners to advance sustainable transportation through our work on Baltimore City s Complete 
Streets Manual, the Baltimore Social-Environmental Collective sponsored by the Department of Energy, 
and through our bike and transit focused projects in our University Transportation Centers. Our continued 
collaboration will help to inform plans and evaluate progress, making it essential to the success of the 
project.  We are pleased to continue to collaborate to apply research, better understand the impact of actions 
undertaken and, as possible, help educate a climate workforce to maximize the impact of funds invested in 
the REDUCE project. 

With CPRG funding, the REDUCE partners will support community-level and jurisdiction specific 
programming to prioritize the benefits of climate pollution reduction for communities across Maryland with 
the most need. CPRG funds will support decarbonizing municipal operations while spurring regional zero 
waste capacity laying the foundation for regional circular economies of scale. To complement climate 
pollution reduction and decarbonization activities, REDUCE aims to maximize the co-benefits of nature-
based solutions to sequester carbon, seek new, future untapped revenue sources to REDUCE and 
continually train, educate, and motivate a regional climate workforce. Combined, the activities will result 
in measurable reduction of climate pollution and impactful change through climate actions that yield co-
benefits for communities, individuals, wildlife, ecosystems, and local economies. Further, due to the 

the State of Maryland, activities will dovetail with the State of Maryland 
proposal to create a significantly greater impact on the region.



The proposed activities will help safeguard the nearly 3 million people living in the MSA, the 20th largest 
in the nation, by better preparing jurisdictions to take near and longer-term action to mitigate climate 
pollution related risks in particularly climate vulnerable areas located on or adjacent to the Chesapeake Bay. 

I strongly urge you to fully fund the REDUCE proposal.  Should you have questions or wish to speak about 
our support of this proposal, please contact Dr. Celeste Chavis at celeste.chavis@gmail.com or 443-885-
5061.  I look forward to seeing the positive impact CPRG funds will have on our community and across the 
region.

Best Regards,

Celeste Chavis, Ph.D., PE
Professor & Chair
Transportation & Urban Infrastructure Studies
School of Engineering
Morgan State University
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March 25, 2024

TO: The Baltimore Office of Sustainability and Department of Public Works

Proposal

Dear REDUCE Coalition:

On behalf of Civic Works, I write to express enthusiastic support for the Reduce, Electrify, 
Decarbonize Utilize Clean Energy (REDUCE) project through which the Baltimore City 
and the six counties (Anne Arundel, Baltimore, Carroll, Harford, Howard and Queen 

more-Columbia-Towson Metropolitan Statistical Area seek a 
competitive Climate Pollution Reduction Grant (CPRG) (Opportunity # EPA-R-OAR-
CPRGT-23-09) to undertake key, timely climate pollution reduction initiatives outlined in 
the MSA-specific Primary Clima
Pollution Reduction Plan. 

Civic Works has collaborated with the City of Baltimore and Howard County to advance 
understanding and awareness of climate pollution in the city and region. This includes Civic 
Works role as Baltimore City s implementation partner for the Baltimore Energy Challenge 
and Baltimore Shines programs, which expand access to energy efficiency and solar services 
for low-income residents. Civic Works has also served as an implementation partner with
Howard County for energy-focused community engagement initiatives. Our continued 
collaboration will help to inform plans and evaluate progress, making it essential to the 
success of the project. We are pleased to continue to collaborate to engage frontline 
communities, better understand the impact of actions undertaken through CPRG and support 
the behavior change needed regionally to achieve statewide, regional and local climate 
goals. 

With CPRG funding, Civic Works will collaborate with the REDUCE partners to support 
community-level and jurisdiction specific programming to prioritize the benefits of climate 
pollution reduction for communities across Maryland with the most need. This includes 
educating and supporting residents in completing home decarbonization improvements;
proving energy efficiency, electrification and solar installs; and providing training to support
career pathways for occupations engaged in regional decarbonization work.



Combined, the activities will result in measurable reduction of climate pollution and impactful change 
through climate actions that yield co-benefits for communities, individuals, wildlife, ecosystems, and local 

lose collaboration with State of Maryland, activities will 
dovetail with the State of Maryland proposal to create a significantly greater impact on the region.

The proposed activities will help safeguard the nearly 3 million people living in the MSA, the 20th largest 
in the nation, by better preparing jurisdictions to take near and longer-term action to mitigate climate 
pollution related risks in particularly climate vulnerable areas located on or adjacent to the Chesapeake 
Bay. 

I strongly urge you to fully fund the REDUCE proposal. Should you have questions or wish to speak about 
our support of this proposal, please contact Eli Allen at eallen@civicworks.com. I look forward to seeing 
the positive impact CPRG funds will have on our community and across the region.

Best Regards,

Eli Allen
Senior Program Director
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March 8, 2024

Environmental Protection Agency

Transmitted electronically via: CPRG@epa.gov 

Dear Review Panel:

On behalf of Civic Works, I write to express enthusiastic support for the Reduce, Electrify, 
Decarbonize Utilize Clean Energy (REDUCE) project through which the seven counties 
in the Baltimore-Columbia-Towson Metropolitan Statistical Area seek a competitive 
Climate Pollution Reduction Grant (CPRG) (Opportunity # EPA-R-OAR-CPRGT-23-09)
to undertake key, timely climate pollution reduction initiatives outlined in the MSA-specific 

tion Plan. 

The people who live, work, play, invest, learn and grow in Baltimore already live with 
negative effects caused by climate pollution and the risk of climate related hazards increases 
each year. The City of Baltimore recently approved an ambitious Climate Action Plan 
Update (CAP) that must be implemented to achieve the City and State of Maryland goal to 
achieve net-zero emissions by 2045, while also working to alleviate the unjust, unfair burden 
placed on environmental justice and frontline communities across the state. While the CAP 
provides a sound roadmap for achieving the shorter-term goal of 60% emission reduction 
by 2030, significant investment must be made and longer-term financing mechanisms must 
be identified to implement the CAP.

With CPRG funding, the REDUCE partners will support community-level and jurisdiction 
specific programming to prioritize the benefits of climate pollution reduction for 
communities across Maryland with the most need. CPRG funds will support decarbonizing 
municipal operations while spurring regional zero waste capacity laying the foundation for 
regional circular economies of scale. To complement climate pollution reduction and 
decarbonization activities, REDUCE aims to maximize the co-benefits of nature-based
solutions to sequester carbon, seek new, future untapped revenue sources to REDUCE and 
continually train, educate, and motivate a regional climate workforce. Combined, the 
activities will result in measurable reduction of climate pollution and impactful change 
through climate actions that yield co-benefits for communities, individuals, wildlife, 

State of Maryland, activities will dovetail with the State of Maryland proposal to create a 
significantly greater impact on the region.



The proposed activities will help safeguard the nearly 3 million people living in the MSA, the 20th largest 
in the nation, by better preparing jurisdictions to take near and longer-term action to mitigate climate 
pollution related risks in particularly climate vulnerable areas located on or adjacent to the Chesapeake 
Bay. 

I strongly urge you to fully fund the REDUCE proposal.  Should you have questions or wish to speak 
about our support of this proposal, please contact Eli Allen at eallen@civicworks.com.  I look forward to 
seeing the positive impact CPRG funds will have on our community and across the region.

Best Regards,

Eli Allen
Senior Program Director
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410.333.2730 / 410.333.2721 fax / authority@nmwda.org
nmwda.org / Business-to-Business Recycling:  mdrecycles.org
Tower II – Suite 402, 100 S. Charles Street, Baltimore, MD 21201-2705

Comprehensive Waste Management Through Recycling, Reuse, Resource Recovery and Landfill

MEMBERS:    
Rhody R. Holthaus, Anne Arundel County / Vacant, Baltimore City / D’Andrea L. Walker, Baltimore County / Clifford J. Engle, Carroll County
Phillip S. Harris, Frederick County / Joseph J. Siemek, Harford County / Mark A. DeLuca, Howard County / Guillermo Wainer, Montgomery County
Charles Glass, Maryland Environmental Service / Andrew Kays, Executive Director

March 12, 2024 

Environmental Protection Agency 
Transmitted electronically via: CPRG@epa.gov 

Dear Review Panel:

I write to express my enthusiastic support for the Reduce, Electrify, Decarbonize Utilize Clean
Energy – (REDUCE) project. The seven counties in the Baltimore-Columbia-Towson Metropolitan 
Statistical Area (MSA) seek a competitive Climate Pollution Reduction Grant (CPRG) (Opportunity # 
EPA-R-OAR-CPRGT-23-09) to undertake key, timely climate pollution reduction initiatives outlined 
in the MSA-specific Primary Climate Action Plan and the State of Maryland’s Climate Pollution
Reduction Plan.  

Local government climate action planning and coordinated implementation is critically needed to
meet the State of Maryland’s goal to achieve a 60% reduction in emissions of by 2031 and net-zero
emissions by 2045, while also working to alleviate the unjust, unfair burden placed on environmental 
justice and frontline communities across the state.

CPRG funding will enable the REDUCE partners to support community-level and jurisdiction- 
specific programming to prioritize the benefits of climate pollution reduction for communities across
Maryland with the most need. CPRG funds will support decarbonizing municipal operations while 
spurring regional zero waste capacity and lay the foundation for regional circular economies of scale. 
To complement climate pollution reduction and decarbonization activities, REDUCE aims to
maximize the co-benefits of nature-based solutions to sequester carbon, seek new, untapped revenue 
sources to REDUCE and continually train, educate, and motivate a regional climate workforce. 
Combined, the activities will result in measurable reduction of climate pollution and impactful change
through climate actions that yield co-benefits for communities, individuals, wildlife, ecosystems and 
local economies. Further, due to the coalitions’ close collaboration with State of Maryland, activities
will dovetail with the State of Maryland’s proposal to create a significantly greater impact on the 
region. 
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The proposed activities will help safeguard the nearly 3 million people living in the MSA, the 
20th largest in the nation, by better preparing jurisdictions to take near and longer-term action to 
mitigate climate pollution related risks in particularly climate vulnerable areas located on or
adjacent to the Chesapeake Bay. The Northeast Maryland Waste Disposal Authority is tasked
with regional planning and services, support, and sustainability and thus will support its Member
Jurisdictions, many of whom are among the seven counties in the Baltimore-Columbia-Towson 
Metropolitan Statistical Area, in such climate pollution reduction efforts, as applicable as
directed and in accordance with our law.

I strongly urge you to fully fund the REDUCE proposal.  Should you have questions or wish to 
speak about our support of this proposal, please contact me at akays@nmwda.org.  I look
forward to seeing the positive impact CPRG funds will have on the region.

Best Regards,

Andrew Kays
Executive Director 
























