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March 20, 2024  
 
Angela Tovar 
Commissioner, City of Chicago Department of Environment 
Via Electronic Mail 
  
Dear Commissioner Tovar, 
 
The Cook County Bureau of Economic Development (BED) enthusias�cally supports the 
Coali�on applica�on from the City of Chicago and County of Cook for $199 million for the 
Climate Pollu�on Reduc�on Grant. 

The Cook County Bureau of Economic Development’s (BED) mission is to enhance the quality 
of life for Cook County residents through transforma�ve and equitable community and 
economic development. The Bureau priori�zes sectors that offer rela�vely low barriers to 
entry, good jobs with career pathways and play a globally relevant part of the regional 
economy. With a deep commitment to collabora�on, Cook County plays a leadership role in 
mul�ple ini�a�ves, which include manufacturing and solar sector partnerships, ini�a�ves to 
promote innova�on, industrial resiliency and supply chain diversifica�on, and programs to 
support manufacturing and clean energy career pathways.  

The Chicago/Cook County CRPG Coali�on Proposal advances highly effec�ve Greenhouse Gas 
reduc�on strategies coupled with strong Environmental Jus�ce benefits. The proposal will 
assist smaller and medium sized businesses install energy efficient equipment while reducing 
toxins and air pollu�on in Environmental Jus�ce areas. The program will also address food 
waste in Chicago and Cook County through crea�on of food scrap collec�on programs and 
suppor�ng infrastructure. In addi�on, the CRPG coali�on it will advocate for energy 
efficiency, electrifica�on and renewable energy strategies and investments in public buildings 
such as schools, libraries, and public housing in historically excluded communi�es to reduce 
air pollu�on, provide jobs, and create educa�onal working models for aggressively 
addressing climate change. 

This proposal, if funded, will significantly reduce the region’s GHG emissions and catalyze 
economic opportuni�es. We look forward to working closely to support this effort. Please do 
not hesitate to contact me for further assistance or informa�on.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

Xochitl Flores 


