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March 25, 2024

County Executive Chris Ronayne

Cuyahoga County Administrative Headquarters
2079 E 9th St.

Cleveland, OH 44115

RE: Letter of Commitment for Cuyahoga County CPRG Implementation Grant Submission
Dear Executive Ronayne,

I am writing on behalf of The 0ld Brooklyn Community Development Corporation (OBCDC) in support of Cuyahoga
County, the City of Cleveland, and the City of Painesville’s Climate Pollution Reduction Implementation Grant (CPRG) for
the deployment of clean electricity and nature-based solutions, in alignment with the PCAP measures submitted by the
Northeast Ohio Areawide Coordinating Agency (NOACA) for the Cleveland-Elyria Metropolitan Statistical Area. OBCDC
takes a people centered approach to community development and recognizes that the conditions of our neighborhoods
have a direct impact on the quality of our lives. Place based development is critical for a neighborhood and can be
transformational when designed and executed with an intention to build opportunity for all, equitably. More than
traditional development, promoting opportunity can ensure safe and healthy housing, economic opportunity, health,
inclusion, and well-being.

The CPRG Implementation Grant submitted by Cuyahoga County, in coalition with the City of Cleveland and the City of
Painesville, is an innovative and transformative project that will generate clean and renewable energy through brownfield
development and municipal utility clean energy deployment, as well as other nature based solutions that will dramatically
reduce greenhouse gas emissions, improve low-income energy burden, and improve outdoor air quality, while engaging
residents to experience solar energy at the neighborhood level that directly benefits them.

As the Community Development Corporation supporting the neighborhood in which the W.11th/Spring Road landfill where
a portion of this project will be sited, we plan to support this project by working with the city of Cleveland and Cleveland
Public Power to engage community members through various phases of this project, including planning for a nature-based
pocket park, accessible by foot, bike or other non-motorized means, that will be adjacent to the envisioned 3.2MW solar
array field and reflect the benefits of neighborhood renewable energy projects as well as the culture of the neighborhood
itself. Given that the city will also be dedicating some funding to the installation of public art at this location, we will also
support community conversation and engagement with the public art leads for the city, as well. To the extent possible, we
will assist in crafting culturally appropriate messaging and communicating about the benefits of solar electricity to the
surrounding neighborhood as a positive action that helps reduce climate pollution.

We are committed to supporting the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions throughout our region through strong,
sustainable partnerships and innovative solutions that are inclusive of the values of all Northeast Ohioans.

Best Regards,

Lucas Reeve
Executive Director
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