NORFOLK

N

INNOVATION
’ CORRIDOR
March 22, 2024
Hampton Roads Planning District Commission
723 Woodlake Dr.
Chesapeake, VA 23320
Subject: Letter of Support for the Hampton Roads Planning District Commission’s

(HRPDC) application for the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA)
Climate Pollution Reduction Grant (CPRG), Funding Opportunity EPA-R-OAR-
CPRGI-23-07

Dear Ms. Katchmark:

On behalf of the Norfolk Innovation Corridor (NIC), I am writing to express our strong support for
the Advancing Clean Transportation (ACT) in Hampton Roads Program application submitted by
the HRPDC for the EPA’s CPRG Program. With a focus on serving low-income and disadvantaged
communities (LIDACs), the ACT Program will increase access to trails and active transportation
opportunities, expand the region’s Electric Vehicle (EV) charging network, and reduce streetlight
energy use, all of which will benefit the region’s communities by reducing harmful greenhouse
gas emissions. Public health improvements through reduced co-pollutant generation and
increased active transportation are also critical components of this effort.

The NIC supports the HRPDC and its partners in this effort to reduce emissions, encourage the
adoption of clean transportation approaches, and meet electric vehicle EV-charging needs
throughout Hampton Roads. A technology zone located in Norfolk, Virginia, the NIC supports
and connects small and large leading-edge entrepreneurs and innovation resources sharing a
common goal of creating resilient solutions and expanding the quality of life for all. We are fully
committed to creating a connected community in a sustainability fashion.

By increasing equitable access to clean transportation, the ACT Program will benefit community
members, tourists, and other interested parties throughout the region. Expanding the charging
network across the Hampton Roads region is essential to further catalyze transportation
electrification efforts and EV purchases, leading to transformative emissions reductions beyond

PO BOX 3224, NORFOLK, VA 23514 NORFOLKINNOVATION.COM 757.904.5753



this grant’s five-year period of performance. Trail network expansions and reduced energy use
from streetlights will also provide emissions savings and air quality improvements that will
benefit the region for years to come.

| want to reemphasize the Norfolk Innovation Corridor’s support of this application and of
HRPDC’s commitment to reducing transported-related emissions. Please contact me at
Ipeck@norfolkinnovation.com or 757-904-5753 if you have any questions.

SinQ’E\FEI,Q&/
/ _i'

vy,

Linda Peck
Executive Director
Ipeck@norfolkinnovation.com



VIRGINIA
PENINSULA
CHAMBER

11850 Merchants Walk, Ste 110
Newport News, VA 23606

March 25, 2024

Hampton Roads Planning District Commission
723 Woodlake Dr.
Chesapeake, VA 23320

Subject: Letter of Support for the Hampton Roads Planning District Commission’s
(HRPDC) application for the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA)
Climate Pollution Reduction Grant (CPRG), Funding Opportunity EPA-R-OAR-
CPRGI-23-07

Dear Ms. Katchmark:

On behalf of the Virginia Peninsula Chamber I am writing to express our strong support for

the Advancing Clean Transportation (ACT) in Hampton Roads Program application submitted
by the HRPDC for the EPA’s CPRG Program. With a focus on serving low-income and
disadvantaged communities (LIDACSs), the ACT Program will increase access to trails and active
transportation opportunities, expand the region’s Electric Vehicle (EV) charging network, and
reduce streetlight energy use, all of which will benefit the region’s communities by reducing
harmful greenhouse gas emissions. Public health improvements through reduced co-pollutant
generation and increased active transportation are also critical components of this effort.

The Virginia Peninsula Chamber supports the HRPDC and its partners in this effort to reduce
emissions, encourage the adoption of clean transportation approaches, and meet electric vehicle
EV-charging needs throughout Hampton Roads. The Chamber’s mission is to work with regional
partners and stakeholders to help create conditions conducive to economic growth and upward
mobility of our citizens. This grant would certainly help to facilitate our mission.

By increasing equitable access to clean transportation, the ACT Program will benefit community
members, tourists, and other interested parties throughout the region. Expanding the charging
network across the Hampton Roads region is essential to further catalyze transportation
electrification efforts and EV purchases, leading to transformative emissions reductions beyond
this grant’s five-year period of performance. Trail network expansions and reduced energy use
from streetlights will also provide emissions savings and air quality improvements that will
benefit the region for years to come.



I want to reemphasize the Virginia Peninsula Chamber’s support of this application and of
HRPDC’s commitment to reducing transported-related emissions. Please contact me at
757-818-3021 if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

ML

Robert S. McKenna

President/CEO

Virginia Peninsula Chamber

Virginia Peninsula Chamber Foundation
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March 25, 2024
Hampton Roads Planning District Commission
723 Woodlake Dr.
Chesapeake, VA 23320
Subject: Letter of Support: Hampton Roads Planning District Commission’s (HRPDC) Application - U.S.

Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA) Climate Pollution Reduction Grant (CPRG), Fundin
Opportunity EPA-R-OAR-CPRGI-23-07

Dear Ms. Katchmark:

On behalf of the Hampton Roads Executive Roundtable (Roundtable), | am writing to express our strong support
for the Advancing Clean Transportation (ACT) in Hampton Roads Program application submitted by the HRPDC
for the EPA’'s CPRG Program. With a focus on serving low-income and disadvantaged communities (LIDACs),
the ACT Program will increase access to trails and active transportation opportunities, expand the region’s Electric
Vehicle (EV) charging network, and reduce streetlight energy use, all of which will benefit our region’s communities
by reducing harmful greenhouse gas emissions. Public health improvements through reduced co-pollutant
generation and increased active transportation are also critical components of this effort.

The Roundtable works closely with the HRPDC, and we support them and their partners in this effort to reduce
emissions, encourage the adoption of clean transportation approaches, and meet electric vehicle EV-charging
needs throughout Hampton Roads. The Roundtable is a regional economic development strategy organization
and continually identifies the importance of clean energy and transportation as a growth industry cluster as well.

By increasing equitable access to clean transportation, the ACT Program will benefit community members,
tourists, and other interested parties throughout the region. Expanding the charging network across the Hampton
Roads region is essential to further catalyze transportation electrification efforts and EV purchases, leading to
transformative emissions reductions beyond this grant's five-year period of performance. Trail network expansions
and reduced energy use from streetlights will also provide emissions savings and air quality improvements that
will benefit the region for years to come.

I would like to reemphasize the Roundtable’s support of this application and of HRPDC's commitment to reducing
transportation-related emissions.

Please contact me as noted below if you have any questions.

Thank you for your interest,

Vo
Nancy L. Gn
President & CEO

ngrden @ roundtablehr.org | 757.572.6089 mobile
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HAMPTONROADS i
WORKFORCECOUNCIL

ONE REGION. ONE WORKFORCE. ONE ECONOMY.
Monday, March 25, 2024

Hampton Roads Planning District Commission
723 Woodlake Dr.
Chesapeake, VA 23320

Subject: Letter of Support for the Hampton Roads Planning District Commission’s (HRPDC)
application for the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) Climate Pollution Reduction
Grant (CPRG), Funding Opportunity EPA-R-OAR-CPRGI-23-07

Dear Ms. Katchmark:

On behalf of the Hampton Roads Workforce Council, I write to express our strong support
for the Advancing Clean Transportation (ACT) in Hampton Roads Program application
submitted by the HRPDC for the EPA’s CPRG Program. With a focus on serving low-income
and disadvantaged communities (LIDACs), the ACT Program will increase access to trails and
active transportation opportunities, expand the region’s Electric Vehicle (EV) charging
network, and reduce streetlight energy use, all of which will benefit the region’s communities
by reducing harmful greenhouse gas emissions. Public health improvements through

reduced co-pollutant generation and increased active transportation are also critical
components of this effort.

At the Hampton Roads Workforce Council, we partner with an array of community
stakeholders to develop and implement a multi-faceted system of strategic workforce
development plans, job training and upskilling, job placement, and job retention services to
catalyze economic vitality for the individual, businesses, and the community. By increasing
equitable access to clean transportation, the ACT Program will benefit community members,
tourists, and other interested parties throughout the region. Expanding the charging network
across the Hampton Roads region is essential to further catalyze transportation electrification
efforts and EV purchases leading to transformative emissions reductions beyond this grant’s
five-year period of performance. Trail network expansions and reduced energy use from
streetlights, will also provide emissions savings and air quality improvements that will benefit
the region for years to come. Our support of the HRPDC and its partners in this effort to
reduce emissions, encourage the adoption of clean transportation approaches, and meet
electric vehicle EV-charging needs throughout Hampton Roads, is beneficial and needed.

Sincerely,

Shawn Avery
President & CEO

999 WATERSIDE DRIVE, SUITE 1314 | NORFOLK, VIRGINIA 23510 | 757.314.2370
11820 FOUNTAIN WAY, SUITE 301 | NEWPORT NEWS, VIRGINIA 23606 | 757.826.3327
WWW.THEWORKFORCECOUNCIL.ORG




Chesapeake

VIRGINIA CITY MANAGER’S OFFICE

March 26, 2024

Hampton Roads Planning District Commission
The Regional Building

723 Woodlake Drive

Chesapeake, VA 23320

RE: Letter of Support for Hampton Roads Planning District Commission (HRPDC)’s application
for the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s Climate Pollution Reduction Grant (Opportunity
#: EPA-R-OAR-CPRGI-23-07)

Dear Ms. Katchmark:

I am writing on behalf of the City of Chesapeake to express our strong support for the application
submitted by HRPDC for the U.S. EPA’s Climate Pollution Reduction Grant Program (CPRG) to
support funding of the Advancing Clean Transportation (ACT) in Hampton Roads Program. With
a focus on serving low-income and disadvantaged communities (LIDACs), the ACT Program will
increase access to trails and active transportation opportunities, expand the region’s EV charging
network, and reduce streetlight energy use, all of which will benefit the region’s communities by
reducing harmful greenhouse gas emissions. Public health improvements through reduced co-
pollutant generation and increased active transportation are also critical components of this effort.

The City of Chesapeake champions HRPDC and its partners in this effort to reduce emissions,
support the adoption of clean transportation approaches, and meet electric vehicle (EV)-charging
needs throughout the Hampton Roads region. We are aware that strong community partnerships
and networks are needed to design, manage, and implement the ACT Program to advance
environmental and public health issues in the Hampton Roads region. We are committed to
prioritizing all disadvantaged and underserved communities within urban, rural and tribal
communities.

By increasing equitable access to clean transportation, the ACT Program will benefit community
members, tourists, and other interested parties throughout the region. Expanding the charging
network across the Hampton Roads region is essential to further catalyze transportation
electrification efforts and EV purchases, leading to transformative emissions reductions beyond
this grant’s five-year period of performance. Trail network expansions and reduced energy use
from streetlights will also provide emissions savings and air quality improvements that will benefit
the region for years to come.

(757) 382-6166 | CityOfChesapeake.net | CityManager@CityOfChesapeake.net | 306 Cedar Road, Chesapeake, Virginia 23322



The City of Chesapeake wants to reemphasize its support of this application and of HRPDC’s
commitment to reducing transported-related emissions. Please contact me at 757-382-6166 if you
have any questions.

Sincerely,

(o

Christopher Price
City Manager
City of Chesapeake



COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Stephen C. Brich, P.E. 1401 East Broad
Conmunissioner Richmond, Virginia 23219

March 26, 2024

Hampton Roads Planning District Commission
723 Woodlake Dr.
Chesapeake, VA 23320

Re:  Letter of Support for Hampton Roads Planning District Commission (HRPDC)’s application
for the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s Climate Pollution Reduction Grant (CPRG)
(Opportunity #: EPA-R-OAR-CPRGI-23-07)

Dear Ms. Katchmark,

The Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) is pleased to support HRPDC'’s application for the
U.S. EPA’s CPRG Program to support funding of the Advancing Clean Transportation (ACT) in Hampton
Roads Program. With a focus on serving low-income and disadvantaged communities (LIDACs), the ACT
Program will increase access to trails and active transportation opportunities, expand the region’s electric
vehicle (EV) charging network, and reduce streetlight energy use, all of which will benefit the region’s
communities by reducing greenhouse gas emissions and co-pollutants.

VDOT strongly supports HRPDC and its partners in this effort to reduce emissions and support the
adoption of clean transportation throughout the Hampton Roads region. VDOT’s 2023 Carbon Reduction
Strategy includes each of the elements of the ACT Program, including EV charging infrastructure, multiuse
trails, and energy-efficient streetlights. The ACT Program aligns with VDOT’s strategy and agency-wide
efforts to reduce emissions, improve air quality, and strengthen community connectivity.

By increasing access to clean transportation, the ACT Program will benefit community members, tourists,
and the travelling public. Expanding the EV charging network across the Hampton Roads region will
support transportation electrification efforts and lead to emissions reductions beyond this grant’s five-year
period of performance. Trail network expansions and reduced energy use from streetlights will also provide
emissions savings and air quality improvements that will benefit the region for years to come.

VDOT asks for your favorable consideration of this application the CPRG funding.
Sincerely,

Chris Berg

Director of Sustainability

Virginia Department of Transportation
Christopher.Berg@VDOT.Virginia.gov

WE KEEP VIRGINIA MOVING
VirginiaDOT org



Dominion Energy Virginia ’ Dominion
600 E. Canal Street / Energy
Richmond, VA 23219 /

March 28t 2024

Hon. Michael Regan

Administrator

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20004

RE: Letter of Support for Hampton Roads Planning District Commission (HRPDC)’s
application for the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s Climate Pollution Reduction
Grant (Opportunity #: EPA-R-OAR-CPRGI-23-07)

Dear Administrator Regan,

| am writing on behalf of Dominion Energy Virginia to express our strong support for the
application submitted by HRPDC for the U.S. EPA’s Climate Pollution Reduction Grant
Program (CPRG) to support funding of the Advancing Clean Transportation (ACT) in
Hampton Roads Program. With a focus on serving low-income and disadvantaged
communities (LIDACs), the ACT Program will increase access to trails and active
transportation opportunities, expand the region’s electric vehicle (EV) charging network,
and reduce streetlight energy use, all of which will benefit the region’s communities by
reducing harmful greenhouse gas emissions. Public health improvements through
reduced co-pollutant generation and increased active transportation are also critical
components of this effort.

Dominion Energy Virginia champions HRPDC and its partners in this effort to reduce
emissions, support the adoption of clean transportation approaches, and meet electric
vehicle (EV)-charging needs throughout the Hampton Roads region. Our 2050 Net Zero
commitment and steady progress reflect not only our clean energy ambitions, but our
customers’ needs for safe, reliable, and affordable energy that powers our customers
every day.

Dominion Energy Virginia provides electric service, municipal outdoor lighting, and EV
infrastructure programs in many areas of the HRPDC communities including their
LIDACs. We’'re investing in our grid assets to build a foundation for more EV chargers,
investing in our municipal outdoor lighting program through the transition to more efficient
LED lighting as well as making the grid greener through our pursuit of Net Zero.

We are aware that strong community partnerships and networks are needed to design,
manage, and implement the ACT Program to advance environmental and public health



Dominion Energy Virginia ’ Dominion
600 E. Canal Street / Energy
Richmond, VA 23219 /

issues in the Hampton Roads region. We are committed to prioritizing all disadvantaged
and underserved communities within urban, rural. and tribal communities.

Dominion Energy Virginia fully supports this application and HRPDC'’s efforts to expand

clean transportation opportunities.

e Support the transition to energy efficient outdoor lighting through our LED Lighting
replacement program,

e Support the transition to EVs through our educational and outreach efforts,

e Provide grid support to outlined EV charging infrastructure, and

e Augment EV charging infrastructure with residential charging, smart charging, and
incentivized make ready programs.

By increasing equitable access to clean transportation, the ACT Program will benefit
community members, tourists, and other interested parties throughout the region.
Expanding the charging network across the Hampton Roads region is essential to further
catalyze transportation electrification efforts and EV purchases, leading to transformative
emissions reductions beyond this grant’s five-year period of performance. Trail network
expansions and reduced energy use from streetlights will also provide emissions savings
and air quality improvements that will benefit the region for years to come.

Dominion Energy Virginia wants to reemphasize its support of this application and of
HRPDC’s commitment to reducing transport-related emissions. Please contact me at
alan.bradshaw@dominionenergy.com if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Alan Bradshaw
Vice President — Strategic Partnerships
Dominion Energy Virginia


https://dominionenergy.na2.adobesign.com/verifier?tx=CBJCHBCAABAAaZyLzcVXQeSQ8Fhr233hymzGFM4OHiHv

VIRGINIA CHAPTER

WSIERRA CLUB

March 25, 2024

Hampton Roads Planning District Commission
723 Woodlake Dr.
Chesapeake, VA 23320

RE: Letter of Support for Hampton Roads Planning District Commission (HRPDC)’s
application for the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s Climate Pollution Reduction
Grant (Opportunity #: EPA-R-OAR-CPRGI-23-07)

Dear Ms. Katchmark,

| am writing on behalf of the Sierra Club Virginia Chapter to express our strong support
for the application submitted by HRPDC for the U.S. EPA’s Climate Pollution Reduction
Grant Program (CPRG) to support funding of the Advancing Clean Transportation (ACT)
in Hampton Roads Program. With a focus on serving low-income and disadvantaged
communities (LIDACs), the ACT Program will increase access to trails and active
transportation opportunities, expand the region’s EV charging network, and reduce
streetlight energy use, all of which will benefit the region’s communities by reducing
harmful greenhouse gas emissions. Public health improvements through reduced
co-pollutant generation and increased active transportation are also critical components
of this effort.

Sierra Club Virginia Chapter champions HRPDC and its partners in this effort to reduce
emissions, support the adoption of clean transportation approaches, and meet electric
vehicle (EV)-charging needs throughout the Hampton Roads region.“Tailpipe emissions
are the number one source of climate-altering pollution in Virginia. As of November
2023, the Federal Highway Administration requires state Departments of Transportation
and Metropolitan Planning Organizations to establish performance measures for
reducing greenhouse gas emissions in their transportation plans. Virginia must redirect
its focus from moving cars to moving people, combined with a commitment to build
equitable transit and EV infrastructure across the state. This transformational shift will
promote sustainability and health by reducing pollution and car dependency, and by
increasing physical activity through walking, biking, and mass transit. Rapid



electrification of personal, government, and fleet vehicles should also be a
priority”(pg.9)’

Several of Virginia’s transit providers are making strides toward more equitable service.
For example, Alexandria’s DASH Bus ridership levels have soared to historic levels as a
result of free fares and increased service frequency. DASH is also a state leader in the
transition to battery electric buses. Loudoun County Transit is considering free fares.
But we have a long way to go to sufficiently serve all who rely on transit. Washington
Metropolitan Transit Authority (WMATA) is facing a $750 million fiscal cliff. Without
dedicated funding from Virginia, Maryland and D.C., WMATA will have to slash service,
threatening the stability of our area’s economy, the lives of people who depend on public
transportation, and all of us who rely on the workers who are transit dependent.

Transit equity is a civil right. Virginia needs to move toward safer, more reliable,
environmentally sustainable, and affordable transit that is accessible to all.

We are aware that strong community partnerships and networks are needed to design,
manage, and implement the ACT Program to advance environmental and public health
issues in the Hampton Roads region. We are committed to prioritizing all disadvantaged
and underserved communities within urban, rural and tribal communities.

Sierra Club Virginia Chapter fully supports this application and HRPDC'’s efforts to
expand clean transportation opportunities. Transportation is a major source of air
pollution and has the largest, fastest-growing climate emissions in the US. We can
tackle the climate crisis and clean up our air by shifting to pollution-free vehicles,
accessible public transit, and making our communities more walkable, bikeable, and
transit-friendly. No matter their zip code, race, income level, age, or any other factor
people should be able to rely on clean and safe transportation. Sierra Club Virginia
Chapter consists of nearly 20,000 members. In addition we work with friends and other
civic and environmental organizations. We are committed to engaging our members,
friends and associates in implementing the goals of this grant to achieve a transition to
clean energy.

By increasing equitable access to clean transportation, the ACT Program will benefit
community members, tourists, and other interested parties throughout the region.
Expanding the charging network across the Hampton Roads region is essential to
further catalyze transportation electrification efforts and EV purchases, leading to
transformative emissions reductions beyond this grant’s five-year period of
performance. Trail network expansions and reduced energy use from streetlights will

' https://vasierra.club/DecarbonizationPlan.pdf


https://vasierra.club/DecarbonizationPlan.pdf

also provide emissions savings and air quality improvements that will benefit the region
for years to come.

Sierra Club Virginia Chapter wants to reemphasize its support of this application and of
HRPDC’s commitment to reducing transportation-related emissions. Please contact me

at ann.creasy@sierraclub.org or 757-513-2844 if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

(1l

Ann Creasy
Field Director
Sierra Club Virginia Chapter


mailto:ann.creasy@sierraclub.org

ﬂ SOUTHEAST SUSTAINABILITY
DIRECTORS NETWORK

March 29, 2024

Hampton Roads Planning District Commission
723 Woodlake Dr.
Chesapeake, VA 23320

RE: Letter of Support for Hampton Roads Planning District Commission (HRPDC)'s
application for the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s Climate Pollution Reduction Grant
(Opportunity #: EPA-R-OAR-CPRGI-23-07)

Dear Ms. Katchmark,

| am writing on behalf of the Southeast Sustainability Directors Network (SSDN) to express
our strong support for the application submitted by HRPDC for the U.S. EPA's Climate
Pollution Reduction Grant Program (CPRG) to support funding of the Advancing Clean
Transportation (ACT) in Hampton Roads Program. With a focus on serving low-income and
disadvantaged communities (LIDACs), the ACT Program will increase access to trails and
active transportation opportunities, expand the region’'s EV charging network, and reduce
streetlight energy use, all of which will benefit the region’s communities by reducing harmful
greenhouse gas emissions. Public health improvements through reduced co-pollutant
generation and increased active transportation are also critical components of this effort.

SSDN is a network of over 110 local government practitioners from a ten-state region in the
South that are committed to addressing climate change in their communities. Our network
supports the scaling of best practices throughout the region through peer learning, provides
programs that support communities’ access to federal funding, and promotes our
communities’ understanding of their local policy landscape. SSDN champions HRPDC and
its partners in this effort to reduce emissions, support the adoption of clean transportation
approaches, and meet electric vehicle (EV)-charging needs with a commitment to prioritizing
disadvantaged and underserved communities within urban, rural and tribal communities
throughout the Hampton Roads region.

SSDN is ready to assist in the success of the ACT Program by committing to provide ongoing
capacity building support to the local government partners and sharing best practices with
them fromm communities throughout the South and around the country. Our participation in
the project will help ensure its success by providing expertise in energy efficiency and
renewable energy to the project and providing decision-making guidance at the policy level
to affect positive change.

Please give the TBRPC's application the highest consideration.
Sincerely,
Meg Jamison

Executive Director | Southeast Sustainability Directors Network
meg@southeastsdn.org | 423-416-0839



mailto:meg@southeastsdn.org

Hampton Roads Planning District Commission
723 Woodlake Dr.
Chesapeake, VA 23320
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RIVER

March 18, 2024

Subject: Letter of Support for the City of Norfolk’s application for the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency Climate Pollution Reduction Grant, Funding Opportunity
EPA-R-OAR-CPRGI-23-07

Dear Mr. Crum:

On behalf of The Elizabeth River Trail Foundation | am writing to express my strong support for the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency Climate Pollution Reduction Grant, Funding Opportunity
EPA-R-OAR-CPRGI-23-07 application.

This application, if successful, will bring together the three largest metropolitan statistical areas in
Virginia to set the stage to substantially transform the commercial buildings sector in Virginia and bring
benefits to low-income disadvantaged communities and Commonwealth residents through improved

air quality, reduced energy burden, job opportunities, and increased resilience.

The Elizabeth River Trail (ERT) Foundation works to build and maintain an inclusive, resilient, and
connected trail that has something for everyone. We pride ourselves in being a multi-modal trail that
serves as more than recreation, but infrastructure, a crucial part of our transit system, and a way to
commute and connect easily through the city. For so many, access to public transportation, our
downtown district, medical and educational institutions have been restricted due to intentionally
divisive infrastructure. The Elizabeth River Trail Foundation seeks to connect more communities across

Norfolk, particularly those in under-resourced areas.

Investing in connecting active transportation infrastructure within and between communities would
help USDOT reach its goals by reversing rising fatalities and injuries among pedestrians and bicyclists,

reducing greenhouse gas emissions, providing equitable and accessible mobility options, and



|
supporting local economic development. A recent study by Rails-to-Trails Conservancy found that a

substantial investment in active transportation focused on mode shift to walking and biking could
reduce U.S. greenhouse gas emissions by 54 million metric tons annually. Additionally, the
Non-Motorized Pilot Project created by Congress proved that connectivity investments significantly
shift car trips to walking and bicycling, while decreasing pedestrian and bicyclist fatalities and crashes.
Active transportation connectivity will also help ensure greater equity by providing affordable and
accessible mobility options for the millions of households that do not own an automobile and greater

access for people with disabilities, as well as improved public health.

We know that strong community partnerships and networks are critical elements of this program and
through this letter of support we are also affirming that we are committed to working with COG,
PlanRVA, and Hampton Roads Planning District Commission to successfully realize the vision of this
new program. While the coalition applicants will take on the majority of the work, as called upon, we will
provide connections and insights to support the pipeline of viable commercial buildings projects,
identify and implement projects for a regional trail system and, provide information about the program
throughout the community to expand its reach, identify good partners or community-based

organizations, etc.

We look forward to the benefits that the Climate Pollution Reduction Program application could bring to
commercial buildings in the most populous areas in Virginia and want to reiterate our strong support

for this coalition application.

Sincerely,

Fpsretllo

Kindra M. Greene
Executive Director
757-681-1405



Commonwealth of Virginia

VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY
1111 E. Main Street, Suite 1400, Richmond, Virginia 23219
P.O. Box 1105, Richmond, Virginia 23218
(800) 592-5482
www.deq.virginia.gov

Travis A. Voyles Michael S. Rolband, PE, PWD, PWS Emeritus
Secretary of Natural and Historic Resources Director
(804) 698-4020

March 25, 2024

Whitney S. Katchmark

Principal Water Resources Engineer

Hampton Roads Planning District Commission
723 Woodlake Dr.

Chesapeake, VA 2332

RE: Letter of Support for Hampton Roads Planning District Commission (HRPDC)’s application
for the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s Climate Pollution Reduction Grant (Opportunity
#: EPA-R-OAR-CPRGI-23-07)

Dear Ms. Katchmark,

I am writing on behalf of Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) to express our
strong support for the application submitted by HRPDC for the U.S. EPA’s Climate Pollution
Reduction Grant Program (CPRG) to support funding of the Advancing Clean Transportation
(ACT) in Hampton Roads Program. With a focus on serving low-income and disadvantaged
communities (LIDACs), the ACT Program will increase access to trails and active transportation
opportunities, expand the region’s EV charging network, and reduce streetlight energy use, all of
which will benefit the region’s communities by reducing harmful greenhouse gas emissions.
Public health improvements through reduced co-pollutant generation and increased active
transportation are also critical components of this effort.

DEQ fully supports HRPDC and its partners in this effort to reduce emissions, support the
adoption of clean transportation approaches, and meet electric vehicle (EV)-charging needs
throughout the Hampton Roads region. As you know, the DEQ serves as the state level lead for
the CPRG program and is actively developing several implementation grant applications. Two of
these applications would support and complement clean air and climate programs in Hampton
Roads. With regard to Low Income and Disadvantaged Communities (LIDAC), much of the
DEQ statewide CPRG planning and outreach efforts has been focused on LIDAC communities.

We are aware that strong community partnerships and networks are needed to design, manage,
and implement the ACT Program to advance environmental and public health issues in the



HRPDC CPRG Letter of Support
Page 2

Hampton Roads region. We are committed to prioritizing all disadvantaged and underserved
communities within urban, rural, and tribal communities.

DEQ fully supports this application and HRPDC’s efforts to expand clean transportation
opportunities. DEQ is also committed to reducing the air quality and climate impacts of mobile
sources though its many plans and programs.

By increasing equitable access to clean transportation, the ACT Program will benefit community
members, tourists, and other interested parties throughout the region. Expanding the charging
network across the Hampton Roads region is essential to further catalyze transportation
electrification efforts and EV purchases, leading to transformative emissions reductions beyond
this grant’s five-year period of performance. Trail network expansions and reduced energy use
from streetlights will also provide emissions savings and air quality improvements that will
benefit the region for years to come.

DEQ wants to reemphasize its support of this application and of HRPDC’s commitment to
reducing transported-related emissions. Please contact me if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

/ / / s
LA v

"Michael G. Dowd, Director
Air and Renewable Energy Division

Michael.dowd(@deq.virginia.gov
(804) 698-4284
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Jordan R. Davis
Board Chair

Michael L. Ervin
Executive Director

March 26, 2024

Hampton Roads Planning District Commission
723 Woodlake Dr.
Chesapeake, VA 23320

RE: Letter of Support for Hampton Roads Planning District
Commission (HRPDC)’s application for the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency’s Climate Pollution Reduction Grant (Opportunity
#: EPA-R-OAR-CPRGI-23-07)

Dear Ms. Katchmark,

I am writing on behalf of the Albemarle Commission Regional Council
of Governments (NC, Region R) to express our strong support for the
application submitted by HRPDC for the U.S. EPA’s Climate Pollution
Reduction Grant Program (CPRG) to support funding of the Advancing
Clean Transportation (ACT) in Hampton Roads Program. With a focus
on serving low-income and disadvantaged communities (LIDACs), the
ACT Program will increase access to trails and active transportation
opportunities, expand the region’s EV charging network, and reduce
streetlight energy use, all of which will benefit our shared regions’
communities by reducing harmful greenhouse gas emissions and
improving public health outcomes.

Albemarle Commission champions HRPDC and its partners in this
effort to reduce emissions, support the adoption of clean transportation
approaches, and meet electric vehicle (EV)-charging needs throughout
the Hampton Roads region and beyond. We work every day to with
our member governments to enhance the quality of the lives of our
citizens in the Albemarle Region through direct services and
assistance in planning, program development and management,
public-private partnerships and  leadership. = We  recognize
that ~community partnerships are essential components of
implementing the ACT Program, and we are committed to
helping  HRPDC expand clean transportation opportunities in
disadvantaged and underserved communities.

Sincerely,

Mol 0

Michael Ervin
Executive Director

| www.albemarlecommission.org

512 South Church Street P: 252.426.5753
Hertford, NC 27944 F: 252.426.8482
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March 25, 2024

Hampton Roads Planning District Commission
723 Woodlake Dr.
Chesapeake, VA 23320

RE: Letter of Support for Hampton Roads Planning District Commission (HRPDC)'s
application for the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s Climate Pollution Reduction
Grant (Opportunity #: EPA-R-OAR-CPRGI-23-07)

Dear Ms. Katchmark,

| am writing on behalf of the Hampton Roads Alliance (the Alliance) to express our
strong support for the application submitted by HRPDC for the U.S. EPA’s Climate
Pollution Reduction Grant Program (CPRG) to support funding of the Advancing Clean
Transportation (ACT) in Hampton Roads Program. With a focus on serving low-income
and disadvantaged communities (LIDACs), the ACT Program will increase access to
trails and active transportation opportunities, expand the region’s EV charging network,
and reduce streetlight energy use, all of which will benefit the region’s communities by
reducing harmful greenhouse gas emissions. Public health improvements through
reduced co-pollutant generation and increased active transportation are also critical
components of this effort.

The Alliance is the leading regional economic development organization for the
Hampton Roads region of Virginia. It is a nonprofit, public-private partnership supported
and led by the region’s most influential business leaders, local governments, and top
academic institutions. The Alliance is proud to represent 14 localities who, with the
support of nearly 100 private sector investors, govern and resource the organization
and its regional economic development efforts.

Our mission is to work collaboratively to lead the region in attracting, growing, and
retaining companies and talent to create a more resilient, inclusive and equitable region
of choice. The Alliance champions HRPDC and its partners in this effort to reduce
emissions, support the adoption of clean transportation approaches, and meet electric
vehicle (EV)-charging needs throughout the Hampton Roads region. Developing
cleaner

Hampton Roads Alliance (757) 627-2315
3 Commercial Place, Suite 1320 info@757alliance.com

Norfolk, VA 23510 HamptonRoadsAlliance.com
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transportation options benefit many in our community, particularly low-income and
disadvantaged communities. They also make the region a more attractive place to do
business.

We are aware that strong community partnerships and networks are needed to design,
manage, and implement the ACT Program to advance environmental and public health
issues in the Hampton Roads region. The Alliance fully supports this application and
HRPDC'’s efforts to expand clean transportation opportunities.

By increasing equitable access to clean transportation, the ACT Program will benefit
community members, tourists, and other interested parties throughout the region.
Expanding the charging network across the Hampton Roads region is essential to
further catalyze transportation electrification efforts and EV purchases, leading to
transformative emissions reductions beyond this grant’s five-year period of
performance. Trail network expansions and reduced energy use from streetlights will
also provide emissions savings and air quality improvements that will benefit the region
for years to come.

The Alliance wants to reemphasize its support of this application and of HRPDC’s
commitment to reducing transported-related emissions. Please contact me at
dougsmith@hamptonroadsalliance.com or 757-627-2315 if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

( Lﬁ‘ﬂ% %JM%

Douglas L. Smith
President & CEO
Hampton Roads Alliance

Hampton Roads Alliance (757) 627-2315
3 Commercial Place, Suite 1320 info@757alliance.com

Norfolk, VA 23510 HamptonRoadsAlliance.com
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