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March 27th, 2024 

Honorable Michael S. Regan 

Administrator 

United States Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 

Washington, DC 20460 

  

Dear Administrator Regan, 

 

I write in support of the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission (LVPC) and Pennsylvania 

Department of Transportation (PennDOT)’s application to EPA’s Climate Pollution Reduction 

Grants Program (CPRG) Implementation Grants Competition. The Lehigh Valley Green 

Transportation Infrastructure project would reimagine major transportation corridors to achieve 

one of the key goals identified in the Lehigh Valley Priority Climate Action Plan for 

Transportation Decarbonization. 

 

The LVPC is an exemplary applicant for this opportunity, based on its history of project 

completion and the area’s immense need. Air quality in the Lehigh Valley is generally poor due 

to persistent soot pollution from industrial activities and highways. The American Lung 

Association’s 2023 “State of the Air” report ranked the Lehigh Valley in the top 100 metros for 

smog, contributing to Allentown’s status as the “asthma capital” of the United States. Given the 

immense need for air pollution reduction and a continued desire for sustainability from citizens, 

LVPC and PennDOT have proposed several improvements to the transportation corridors of the 

Lehigh Valley area. 

 

The proposed project would retrofit major transportation corridors in the Allentown-Bethlehem-

Easton PA/NJ Metropolitan Statistical Area, including US Route 22 and State Routes 33 and 

378, with native landscaping, nature-based stormwater management, and other carbon reduction 

features. The project would also upgrade an existing and underutilized park and ride facility to a 

green multimodal transportation center that seamlessly connects transit, walking, biking, driving 

and freight. 

  

By implementing these techniques, the LVPC and PennDOT aim to create an efficient 

transportation network that actively reduces greenhouse gases, thereby reducing the carbon 

footprint of the transportation network. The Lehigh Valley Green Transportation Infrastructure 

project will develop nature-based standards for highway corridors throughout the region. 

Integrating carbon sequestration into transportation infrastructure signifies a revolutionary step in 

environmental management. This approach not only addresses carbon emissions but also 



 
 

  

 

   

 

contributes to biodiversity and pollination, improves air quality, reduces water run-off, decreases 

energy consumption, increases transportation safety, and improves quality of life along the 

busiest transportation corridors. 

 

I’m confident that the LVPC and PennDOT have the technical expertise and stakeholder support 

to successfully complete the proposed activities. I urge you to give the application full and fair 

consideration. Feel free to contact my office (202) 224-4254 if you have any questions, 

comments, or concerns. Thank you in advance for your consideration. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

   

John Fetterman  

United States Senator  



 

 

March 28, 2024 

 

The Honorable Michael S. Regan 

Administrator 

United States Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania, N.W.  

Washington, DC 20460 

Dear Administrator Regan: 

I write in regard to the Climate Pollution Reduction Grant Program (CPRG) Implementation 

Grant request of the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission (LVPC) and Pennsylvania Department 

of Transportation (PennDOT) to advance its green infrastructure transportation project.  

According to LVPC and PennDOT, this project is designed to achieve key goals identified in the 

recently completed Lehigh Valley Priority Climate Action Plan for Transportation 

Decarbonization, a prerequisite for this competitive grant program. As the Representative of 

Pennsylvania's 7th Congressional District, where this project would largely be based, I believe 

this grant would directly benefit my constituents and our entire community. 

  

The LVPC and PennDOT state that this project will retrofit major transportation corridors of the 

Allentown-Bethlehem-Easton PA/NJ Metropolitan Statistical Area, including US Route 22, and 

State Routes 33, and 378 with native landscaping, nature-based stormwater management, and 

other carbon reduction features. In addition, the project is intended to revise an existing and 

underutilized park and ride facility into a green multimodal transportation center that seamlessly 

connects transit, walking, biking, driving and even freight.  Lastly, the LVPC and PennDOT 

state that the Lehigh Valley Green Transportation Infrastructure project will develop nature-

based standards for highway corridors throughout the region, a critical component of a broader 

effort to achieve transportation decarbonization in the region. 

 

By implementing these techniques, the LVPC and PennDOT aim to create an efficient 

transportation network that actively reduces greenhouse gases, thereby reducing the carbon 

footprint of the transportation network. The applicants state that integrating carbon sequestration 

into transportation infrastructure not only addresses carbon emissions but also contributes to 

biodiversity, pollination, improves air quality, reduces water run-off, decreases energy 

consumption, increases transportation safety, and options, and improves the quality of life along 

the busiest transportation corridors. Green spaces, urban forests, and other carbon-absorbing 

landscapes play a crucial role in creating a more sustainable and livable environment.  

 



 

Notably, the LVPC and PennDOT state that this project supports the health, equity, and 

environmental justice goals of multiple Justice40 communities. The project is intended to 

incorporate sustainable design principles, installing green infrastructure within road rights-of-

way, interchanges and a park and ride facility, while improving air quality and reducing 

stormwater runoff. The LVPC and PennDOT share a goal of modeling a successful partnership 

initiative for future transportation projects. By successfully integrating carbon sequestration into 

its transportation infrastructure, these groups believe that the Lehigh Valley will set a precedent 

for other regions to follow in addressing global environmental challenges through innovative and 

sustainable infrastructure development.  

 

I urge you to provide the CPRG Implementation Grant request of the LVPC and PennDOT full 

and fair consideration, consistent with applicable agency guidelines.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

 
 

Susan Wild 

Member of Congress 

 



 

 
 

April 1, 2024 

 

The Honorable Michael S. Regan 

Administrator 

United States Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 

Washington, DC 20460 

Dear Administrator Regan: 

I am writing in support of the Climate Pollution Reduction Grant Program (CPRG) Implementation Grant 

request of the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission (LVPC) and Pennsylvania Department of 
Transportation (PennDOT) to advance its ambitious green infrastructure transportation project. The project 

is designed to achieve one of the key goals identified in the recently completed Lehigh Valley Priority 

Climate Action Plan for Transportation Decarbonization, a prerequisite for this competitive grant program.   

 

The Lehigh Valley Green Transportation Infrastructure project aims to transform major transportation 
corridors in the Allentown-Bethlehem-Easton PA/NJ Metropolitan Statistical Area, including US Route 22 

and State Routes 33 and 378, by incorporating native landscaping, nature-based stormwater management, 

and carbon reduction features. Additionally, an existing park and ride facility will be repurposed into a 

green multimodal transportation center, facilitating seamless connections between transit, walking, biking, 

and driving. This initiative, driven by LVPC and PennDOT, seeks to achieve transportation decarbonization 

in areas with high traffic and congestion, thus improving air quality and overall environmental health. By 
integrating carbon sequestration into transportation infrastructure, the project aims to reduce greenhouse 

gas emissions while promoting biodiversity, improving air and water quality, enhancing transportation 

safety, and bolstering community well-being. Moreover, it aligns with the health, equity, and environmental 

justice goals of Justice40 communities, incorporating sustainable design principles and green infrastructure 

to create a network of green transportation corridors. With collaborative efforts from state, county, and 
local partners, this project sets a precedent for sustainable infrastructure development, showcasing the 

Lehigh Valley as a model for addressing global environmental challenges.  

 

I give this project my full support and please do not hesitate to contact me or my staff at 610-821-8468 or 

miller@pasenate.com with any questions.  
 

Thank you for your consideration. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

State Senator Nick Miller 

14th Senatorial District 

mailto:miller@pasenate.com




















 

 

 

 

 

 

 March 28, 2024 

 

The Honorable Michael S. Regan  

Administrator 

United States Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 

Washington, DC 20460 

 

Re:  United States Environmental Protection Agency – Climate Pollution Reduction Grant Program 

(CPRG): Implementation Grants General Competition program – Lehigh Valley Green Transportation 

Infrastructure Project. 

 

Dear Administrator Regan: 

 

Please accept this correspondence as my support of the Climate Pollution Reduction Grant Program 

(CPRG) Implementation Grant request submitted by the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission (LVPC) 

and Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (PennDOT) to advance its ambitious green infrastructure 

transportation project. The project is designed to achieve one of the key goals identified in the recently 

completed Lehigh Valley Priority Climate Action Plan for Transportation Decarbonization, a prerequisite 

for this competitive grant program.   

  

This project will reimagine and retrofit major transportation corridors of the Allentown-Bethlehem-

Easton PA/NJ Metropolitan Statistical Area, including US Route 22, and State Routes 33, and 378 with 

native landscaping, nature-based stormwater management and other carbon reduction features. In 

addition, the project will revision an existing and underutilized park and ride facility into a green 

multimodal transportation center that seamlessly connects transit, walking, biking, driving and even 

freight.  Lastly, the Lehigh Valley Green Transportation Infrastructure project will develop nature-based 

standards for highway corridors throughout the region.  This initiative is a critical component of a broader 

effort to achieve transportation decarbonization in the region, and specifically centered in areas with the 

highest traffic, congestion, and ultimately lowest air-quality. 

 

By implementing these techniques, the LVPC and PennDOT aim to create an efficient transportation 

network that actively reduces greenhouse gases, thereby reducing the carbon footprint of the 

transportation network. Integrating carbon sequestration into transportation infrastructure signifies a 

revolutionary step in environmental management.  This approach not only addresses carbon emissions but 

also contributes to biodiversity, pollination, improves air quality, reduces water run-off, decreases energy 

consumption, increases transportation safety, and options, and improves the quality of life along the 

busiest transportation corridors. Green spaces, urban forests, and other carbon-absorbing landscapes play 

a crucial role in creating a more sustainable and livable environment. They serve as natural carbon sinks, 

thus reinforcing the efforts to decarbonize transportation.  



It is of note that this project supports the health, equity, and environmental justice goals of multiple 

Justice40 communities. The project will incorporate sustainable design principles, installing green 

infrastructure within road rights-of-way, interchanges and a park and ride facility. It will include features 

that improve air quality, reduce stormwater runoff volume and velocity, provide pollinator habitats, 

mitigate heat island effects, improve health outcomes, reduce natural and person-made hazards, and 

provide aesthetic benefits supporting well-being and healthy communities. 

With state, county and local partners integral to implementation, this funding provides an opportunity to 

create a network of green transportation corridors that will also identify the region as truly green, a key 

component of the Lehigh Valley’s identity and a value that ranks highest in every bi-county planning 

public opinion poll in the last 20 years.  

The LVPC’s and PennDOT’s partnership initiative is not just a local solution but a model for future 

transportation projects. By successfully integrating carbon sequestration into its transportation 

infrastructure, the Lehigh Valley will set a precedent for other regions to follow. This project 

demonstrates how regional planning, state agencies, and all levels of government with the support of non-

profit and business partners can support each other to play a key role in addressing global environmental 

challenges through innovative and sustainable infrastructure development.  

If you wish to discuss my support further, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

Peter G. Schweyer 

State Representative-134th District 



STEVE SAMUELSON, MEMBER 
135TH LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT 

❑ 209 IRVIS OFFICE BUILDING 
P.O. BOX 202135 

HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 1 71 20-21 35 
PHONE: (717) 705-1881 

❑ DISTRICT OFFICE: 

104 EAST BROAD STREET 
BETHLEHEM, PENNSYLVANIA 18018 

PHONE: (610) 867-3890 
FAX: (610) 861-2104 

EMAIL: samuelson@pahouse.net 

March 28, 2024 

~~~~Q ~~ ~Q~XQ~~~~~~t~Q~ 

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 
HARRISBURG 

The Honorable Michael S. Regan 

Administrator 
United States Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 

Washington, DC 20460 

COMMITTEES 

FINANCE 
DEMOCRATIC CHAIR 

RE: United States Environmental Protection Agency —Climate Pollution Reduction Grant Program 

(CPRG): Implementation Grant General Competition program — Lehigh Valley Green Transportation 

Infrastructure Project (LVGTIP). 

Dear Administrator Regan: 

As the Representative for District 135 in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, I am writing to convey my 

enthusiastic support of the Climate Pollution Reduction Grant Program (CPRG) Implementation Grant 

request of the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission (LVPC) and Pennsylvania Department of 

Transportation (PennDOT) to advance its ambitious green infrastructure transportation project. The 

project is designed to achieve one of the key goals identified in the recently completed Lehigh Valley 

Priority Climate Action Plan for Transportation Decarbonization, aprerequisite for this competitive grant 

program. 

This project will reimagine and retrofit major transportation corridors of the Allentown-Bethlehem-

Easton PA/NJ Metropolitan Statistical Area, including US Route 22, and State Routes 33 and 378 with 

native landscaping, nature-based stormwater management and other carbon reduction features. In 

addition, the project will re-envision an existing underutilized park and ride facility into a green 

multimodal transportation center that seamlessly connects transit, walking, biking, driving, and freight. 

Lastly, the LVGTIP will develop nature-based standards for highway corridors through the region. This 

initiative is a critical component of a broader effort to achieve transportation decarbonization in the 

region and is specifically center in areas with the highest traffic congestion and lowest air quality. 

By implementing these techniques, the LVPC and PennDOT aim to create an efficient transportation 

network actively reducing greenhouse gases and subsequently its carbon footprint. Integrating carbon 

sequestration into transportation infrastructure is a revolutionary step in environmental management. 

Not only will this approach address carbon emissions but also will enhance biodiversity, pollination, 

improve air quality, reduce water run-off, decrease energy consumption, increase transportation safety 

measures, and improve the quality of life. Green spaces, urban forests, and other carbon-absorbing 
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landscapes play a crucial role in creating a more sustainable and livable environment. They serve as 
natural carbon sinks, thus reinforcing the efforts to decarbonize transportation. 

Notably, this project supports the health, equity, and environmental justice goals of multiple Justice40 
communities. The project will incorporate sustainable design principles, installing green infrastructure 
within road rights-of-way, interchanges and a park and ride facility. It will include features that improve 
air quality, reduce stormwater runoff volume and velocity, provide pollinator habitats, mitigate heat 
island effects, improve health outcomes, reduce natural and artificial hazards, and provide aesthetic 
benefits supporting well-being and healthy communities. 

With state, county and local partners integral to implementation, this funding provides an opportunity 
to create a network of green transportation corridors that will also identify the region as truly green, a 
key component of the Lehigh Valley's identity and a value that ranks highest in every bi-county (Lehigh 
and Northampton counties) planning public opinion poll in the last 20 years. 

The LVPC's and PennDOT's partnership initiative is not just a local solution but a model for future 
transportation projects. By successfully integrating carbon sequestration into its transportation 
infrastructure, the Lehigh Valley will set a precedent for other regions to follow. This project 
demonstrates how regional planning, state agencies, and all levels of government with the support of 
non-profit and business partners can support each other to play a key role in addressing global 
environmental challenges through innovative and sustainable infrastructure development. 

wholeheartedly support this application, as I know it is consistent with other admirable work endorsed 
by the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission and PennDOT. I have a long relationship with both entities, 
having served my district in the Pennsylvania House since 1999. With that in mind, I respectfully urge 
the EPA's favorable consideration of this grant request. 

Sincerely, 

Steve Samuelson 
State Representative, 135t'' District 







JOE EMRICK, unmnnR
137TH LEGISLATIVE DISTRICT

HARRISBURG OFFICE:
P.O. BOX 202137

HARRISBURG, PA 17 120.2137

PHONE: (717)260-6159
FAX: (717) 782-2905

RepEmrick.com pnaw nlpryrexwrlahfuw
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

CHAIRMAN:
COMMERCE COMMITTEE

DISTRICT OFFICES:
30I VILLAGE AT STONES CROSSING ROAD

EASTON, PA 18045
PHONE: (484) s44-0146

FAX: (484) 544-0147

I34 SOUTH MAIN STREET
NAZARETH, PA I8064
PHONE: (610) 746-s090

FAX: (610) 746-5093

March 25,2024

The Honorable Michael S. Regan, Administrator
United States Environmental Protection Agency

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.

Washington , DC20460

RE: Unites States Environmental Protection Agency - Climate Pollution Reduction Grant Program (CPRG):

lmplementation Grants General Competition program - Lehigh Valley Green Transportation lnfrastructure Project

Dear Administrator Regan,

lam writing this letter in support of the CPRG lmplementation Grant request of the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission
(LVPC) and Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (PennDOT)to advance its ambitious green infrastructure
transportation project. The project is designed to achieve one of the key goals identified in the recently completed
Lehigh Valley Priority Climate Action Plan for Tronsportotion Decorbonizotion, a prerequisite for this competitive grant
program.

This project will reimagine and retrofit major transportation corridors of the Allentown-Bethlehem-Easton PA/NJ

Metropolitan StatisticalArea, including US Route 22,and State Routes 33, and 378 with native landscaping, nature-
based stormwater management and other carbon reduction features.

ln addition, the project will revision an existing and underutilized park and ride facility into a green multimodal
transportation center that seamlessly connects transit, walking, biking, driving and even freight. The Lehigh Valley
Green Transportation lnfrastructure project will develop nature-based standards for highway corridors throughout the
region.

This initiative is a critical component of a broader effort to achieve transportation decarbonization in the region, and
specifically centered in areas with the highest traffic, congestion, and ultimately lowest air-quality.

I fully support LVPC and PennDOT's effort to apply for and hopefully obtain the funding they are seeking. Should you
need additional information, or if I can be of assistance in any way, please feel free to contact me.

ly,S
I

Joe Emrick, Member
Pennsylvania House of Representatives
137th Legislative District

J E/cs







ZACHARYA. MAKO, MEMBER

HARRISBURG OFFICE:
402 lrvis Office Building

PO Box 202183
Harrisburg, PA 17 120-21 83

DISTRICT OFFICES:
2030 Center St.

Northampton, PA 18067
Phone: (610) 502-2701

Fax: (610) 502-2704

125 S. Walnut St. (1st Floor)
Slatington, PA 18080

Phone: (610) 760-9805
Fax: (610) 821-6109

COMMITTEES:

Appropriations

Finance

Professional Licensure

Website: www.repmako.com
E-mail: zmako@pahousegop.com

Facebook: facebook.com/RepMakopnmt nf ptyrwtrdahfuw
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

Harrisburg

March 26,2024

The Honorable Michael S. Regan
Administrator
United States Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20460

Re: United States Environmental Protection Agency - Climate Pollution Reduction
Grant Program (GPRG): lmplementation Grants General Competition program - Lehigh
Va I ley G reen T rans portati on I nfrastructu re P roj ect.

Dear Administrator Regan

This letter is to attest my support of the Climate Pollution Reduction Grant Program (CPRG)
lmplementation Grant request of the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission (LVPC) and
Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (PennDOT) to advance its ambitious green
infrastructure transportation project. The project is designed to achieve one of the key goals
identified in the recently completed Lehigh Valley Priority Climate Action PIan for Transportation
Decarbonization, a prerequisite for this competitive grant program.

This project will reimagine and retrofit major transportation corridors of the Allentown-
Bethlehem-Easton PA/NJ Metropolitan StatisticalArea, including US Route 22, and State
Routes 33, and 378 with native landscaping, nature-based stormwater management and other
carbon reduction features. ln addition, the project will revision an existing and underutilized park
and ride facility into a green multimodal transportation center that seamlessly connects transit,
walking, biking, driving and even freight. Lastly, the Lehigh Valley Green Transportation
lnfrastructure project will develop nature-based standards for highway corridors throughout the
region. This initiative is a critical component of a broader effort to achieve transportation
decarbonization in the region, and specifically centered in areas with the highest traffic,
congestion, and ultimately lowest air-quality.

By implementing these techniques, the LVPC and PennDOT aim to create an efficient
transportation network that actively reduces greenhouse gases, thereby reducing the carbon
footprint of the transportation network. lntegrating carbon sequestration into transportation
infrastructure signifies a revolutionary step in environmental management. This approach not
only addresses carbon emissions but also contributes to biodiversity, pollination, improves air
quality, reduces water run-off, decreases energy consumption, increases transportation safety,
and options, and improves the quality of life along the busiest transportation corridors. Green
spaces, urban forests, and other carbon-absorbing landscapes play a crucial role in creating a



more sustainable and livable environment. They serve as natural carbon sinks, thus reinforcing
the efforts to decarbonize transportation.

It is of note that this project supports the health, equity, and environmentaljustice goals of
multiple Justice4O communities. The project will incorporate sustainable design principles,
installing green infrastructure within road rights-of-way, interchanges and a park and ride facility.
It will include features that improve air quality, reduce stormwater runoff volume and velocity,
provide pollinator habitats, mitigate heat island effects, improve health outcomes, reduce natural
and person-made hazards, and provide aesthetic benefits supporting well-being and healthy
communities.

With state, county and local partners integral to implementation, this funding provides an
opportunity to create a network of green transportation corridors that will also identify the region
as truly green, a key component of the Lehigh Valley's identity and a value that ranks highest in
every bi-county planning public opinion poll in the last 20 years.

The LVPC's and PennDOT's partnership initiative is not just a local solution but a modelfor
future transportation projects. By successfully integrating carbon sequestration into its
transportation infrastructure, the Lehigh Valley will set a precedent for other regions to follow.
This project demonstrates how regional planning, state agencies, and all levels of government
with the support of non-profit and business partners can support each other to play a key role in
addressing global environmental challenges through innovative and sustainable infrastructure
development.

I enthusiastically offer my support for this project as I believe it will provide multiple
environmental, health and economic benefits to the immediate communities adjacent to the
region's major transportation routes and more broadly to the entire MSA residents, businesses,
and visitors.

Since rely,

0,/U
Mako

1 rs Legislative District

ZMltls















COUNTY OF LEHIGH 

Office of the Commissioners 
 

                                                                                               Geoff Brace  

     Commissioner 

Government Center 

17 South Seventh Street 

Allentown, Pennsylvania 18101-2401 

Phone:  610-782-3194 

Fax:  610-871-2886 

 

 

March 28, 2024 

The Honorable Michael S. Regan, Administrator 

United States Environmental Protection Agency 

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 

Washington, DC 20460 

Re:  United States Environmental Protection Agency – Climate Pollution Reduction Grant Program (CPRG): 

Implementation Grants General Competition program – Lehigh Valley Green Transportation Infrastructure 

Project. 

Dear Administrator Regan 

Please accept this letter as a sign of support of the Climate Pollution Reduction Grant Program (CPRG) 

Implementation Grant request of the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission (LVPC) and Pennsylvania Department 

of Transportation (PennDOT) to advance its ambitious green infrastructure transportation project. The project 

is designed to achieve one of the key goals identified in the recently completed Lehigh Valley Priority Climate 

Action Plan for Transportation Decarbonization, a prerequisite for this competitive grant program.   

I am providing this letter in collaboration with Commissioner Ron Beitler, Chair of our Committee on 

Development and Planning, and Commissioner Antonio Pineda, Chair of our Committee on General Services.  

Recently, LVCP staff shared the vision for this proposal with the Board of Commissioners at a public meeting.  

Feedback from the Board was very positive, and we are genuinely excited.  We recognize some of the work to 

be conducted may not happen in Lehigh County, but the benefits will certainly be felt by residents of Lehigh 

County.   

This project will reimagine and retrofit major transportation corridors of the Allentown-Bethlehem-Easton 

PA/NJ Metropolitan Statistical Area, including US Route 22, and State Routes 33, and 378 with native 

landscaping, nature-based stormwater management and other carbon reduction features. In addition, the 

project will utilize an existing and underutilized park and ride facility into a green multimodal transportation 

center that seamlessly connects transit, walking, biking, driving and even freight.  Lastly, the Lehigh Valley 

Green Transportation Infrastructure project will develop nature-based standards for highway corridors 

throughout the region.  This initiative is a critical component of a broader effort to achieve transportation 

decarbonization in the region, and specifically centered in areas with the highest traffic, congestion, and 

ultimately lowest air-quality. 



By implementing these techniques, the LVPC and PennDOT aim to create an efficient transportation network 

that actively reduces greenhouse gases, thereby reducing the carbon footprint of the transportation network. 

Integrating carbon sequestration into transportation infrastructure signifies a revolutionary step in 

environmental management.  This approach not only addresses carbon emissions but also contributes to 

biodiversity, pollination, improves air quality, reduces water run-off, decreases energy consumption, increases 

transportation safety, adds travel options, and improves the quality of life along the busiest transportation 

corridors in the region. Green spaces, urban forests, and other carbon-absorbing landscapes play a crucial role 

in creating a more sustainable and livable environment, reinforcing efforts to decarbonize transportation.  

It is of note that this project supports the health, equity, and environmental justice goals of multiple Justice40 

communities. The project will incorporate sustainable design principles, feature the installation of green 

infrastructure within road rights-of-way, interchanges and a park and ride facility. It will include features that 

improve air quality, reduce stormwater runoff volume and velocity, provide pollinator habitats, mitigate heat 

island effects, improve health outcomes, reduce natural and person-made hazards, and provide aesthetic 

benefits supporting well-being and healthy communities. 

With state, county and local partners integral to implementation, this funding provides an opportunity to 

create a network of green transportation corridors that will also identify the region as truly green, a key 

component of the Lehigh Valley’s identity and a value that ranks highest in every bi-county planning public 

opinion poll in the last 20 years.  

The LVPC’s and PennDOT’s partnership initiative is not just a local solution but a model for future 

transportation projects. By successfully integrating carbon sequestration into its transportation infrastructure, 

the Lehigh Valley will set a precedent for other regions to follow. This project demonstrates how regional 

planning, state agencies, and all levels of government with the support of non-profit and business partners can 

support each other to play a key role in addressing global environmental challenges through innovative and 

sustainable infrastructure development.  

I firmly believe this project will provide multiple environmental, health and economic benefits to the 

immediate communities adjacent to the region’s major transportation routes and more broadly to the entire 

MSA residents, businesses, and visitors. If I can be of assistance in lending my support to these efforts, please 

do not hesitate to contact me directly.   

Sincerely, 

 

 

Geoff Brace, Chair 
Lehigh County Board of Commissioners   
 
 

 







































 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
The Honorable Michael S. Regan  
Administrator 
United States Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20460 
 
March 27, 2024 
 
Re:  United States Environmental Protection Agency – Climate Pollution Reduction 
Grant Program (CPRG): Implementation Grants General Competition program – Lehigh 
Valley Green Transportation Infrastructure  Project. 
 
Dear Administrator Regan: 
 
This letter is to attest, on behalf of Mayor Joseph Marx, Whitehall Township’s support of 
the Climate Pollution Reduction Grant Program (CPRG) Implementation Grant request 
of the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission (LVPC) and Pennsylvania Department of 
Transportation (PennDOT) to advance its ambitious green infrastructure transportation 
project. The project is designed to achieve one of the key goals identified in the recently 
completed Lehigh Valley Priority Climate Action Plan for Transportation Decarbonization, 
a prerequisite for this competitive grant program.   
  
This project will reimagine and retrofit major transportation corridors of the Allentown-
Bethlehem-Easton PA/NJ Metropolitan Statistical Area, including US Route 22, and 
State Routes 33, and 378 with native landscaping, nature-based stormwater 
management and other carbon reduction features. In addition, the project will revision an 
existing and underutilized park and ride facility into a green multimodal transportation 
center that seamlessly connects transit, walking, biking, driving and even freight.  Lastly, 
the Lehigh Valley Green Transportation Infrastructure project will develop nature-based 
standards for highway corridors throughout the region.  This initiative is a critical 
component of a broader effort to achieve transportation decarbonization in the region, 
and specifically centered in areas with the highest traffic, congestion, and ultimately 
lowest air-quality. 
 
By implementing these techniques, the LVPC and PennDOT aim to create an efficient 
transportation network that actively reduces greenhouse gases, thereby reducing the 
carbon footprint of the transportation network. Integrating carbon sequestration into 
transportation infrastructure signifies a revolutionary step in environmental management.  
This approach not only addresses carbon emissions but also contributes to biodiversity, 
pollination, improves air quality, reduces water run-off, decreases energy consumption, 
increases transportation safety, and options, and improves the quality of life along the 
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busiest transportation corridors. Green spaces, urban forests, and other carbon-
absorbing landscapes play a crucial role in creating a more sustainable and livable 
environment. They serve as natural carbon sinks, thus reinforcing the efforts to 
decarbonize transportation.  
 
It is of note that this project supports the health, equity, and environmental justice goals 
of multiple Justice40 communities. The project will incorporate sustainable design 
principles, installing green infrastructure within road rights-of-way, interchanges and a 
park and ride facility. It will include features that improve air quality, reduce stormwater 
runoff volume and velocity, provide pollinator habitats, mitigate heat island effects, 
improve health outcomes, reduce natural and person-made hazards, and provide 
aesthetic benefits supporting well-being and healthy communities. 
 
With state, county and local partners integral to implementation, this funding provides an 
opportunity to create a network of green transportation corridors that will also identify the 
region as truly green, a key component of the Lehigh Valley’s identity and a value that 
ranks highest in every bi-county planning public opinion poll in the last 20 years.  
 
The LVPC’s and PennDOT’s partnership initiative is not just a local solution but a model 
for future transportation projects. By successfully integrating carbon sequestration into 
its transportation infrastructure, the Lehigh Valley will set a precedent for other regions to 
follow. This project demonstrates how regional planning, state agencies, and all levels of 
government with the support of non-profit and business partners can support each other 
to play a key role in addressing global environmental challenges through innovative and 
sustainable infrastructure development.  
 
As the grant proposes improvements and investment along a significant corridor that 
traverses through our most densely populated, diverse  and economically challenged area 
of the Township, (US Route 22) this project is critically important to improving the quality 
of life of these residents. 
 
Whitehall Township enthusiastically offers our support for this project as we believe it will 
provide multiple environmental, health and economic benefits to the immediate 
communities adjacent to the region’s major transportation routes and more broadly to 
the entire MSA residents, businesses, and visitors.  
 
For Mayor Joseph Marx Jr., 
Sincerely,  

 
Bureau Chief 
Planning, Zoning & Development 
Building Code Official 
Whitehall Township 
  
 







 
 

Lehigh and Northampton Transportation Authority 
1060 Lehigh Street, Allentown, PA 18103 
Phone 610-435-4517 – Fax 610-435-6774 

www.lantabus.com 
 
 
March 28, 2024 
 
 
The Honorable Michael S. Regan  
Administrator 
United States Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20460 
 
Re:  United States Environmental Protection Agency – Climate Pollution Reduction Grant 
Program (CPRG): Implementation Grants General Competition program – Lehigh Valley Green 
Transportation Infrastructure  Project. 
 
Dear Administrator Regan: 
 
This letter is to attest that the Lehigh and Northampton Transportation Authority (LANTA) supports 
the Climate Pollution Reduction Grant Program (CPRG) Implementation Grant request of the 
Lehigh Valley Planning Commission (LVPC) and Pennsylvania Department of Transportation 
(PennDOT) to advance its ambitious green infrastructure transportation project. The project is 
designed to achieve one of the key goals identified in the recently completed Lehigh Valley Priority 
Climate Action Plan for Transportation Decarbonization, a prerequisite for this competitive grant 
program.   
  
One key aspect of the project is a revisioning of the Williams Penn Highway and Route 33 Park 
& Ride, an existing and underutilized park and ride facility. The park and ride currently allows for 
connections between automobiles, local transit, and intercity bus services. However, there are 
limited user amenities and pedestrian infrastructure, safety concerns at the intercity bus location, 
and a layout design that requires local transit to follow a circuitous route within the park and ride 
to serve the designated bus stop location. This adds unnecessary time to the transit routes serving 
the facility and inconvenience for riders.  The park and ride is also one of the designated station 
stops for LANTA’s Enhanced Bus Service (EBS), a regional Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) type limited-
stop express service, but again the current design does not allow for station type amenities such 
as a large waiting shelter, real time service information signage, and ticket vending machines.  
 
The proposed project will transform the park and ride into a green multimodal transportation 
center that seamlessly connects local transit, intercity bus, walking, biking, driving and even 
freight.  The revisioning will address the current shortcomings of the facility and include a 
comprehensive pedestrian network, address the vehicle flow for transit and intercity buses, and 
introduce station type amenities.   
 
LANTA is the regional public transportation provider for the Lehigh Valley, carrying approximately 
4.5 million passenger trips annually on our bus and paratransit services throughout Lehigh and 
Northampton Counties. Approximately 80 percent of LANTA’s fixed route bus fleet is powered by 
Renewable Natural Gas (RNG).  



 
LANTA enthusiastically offers our support for this project as we believe it will provide multiple 
environmental, health and economic benefits to the immediate communities adjacent to the 
region’s major transportation routes and more broadly to the entire MSA residents, businesses, 
and visitors. The LANTA Board of Directors affirmed this support at their recent meeting on 
March 19, 2024.   
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
 
Owen P. O’Neil 
Executive Director 
 



 

 

3311 Airport Road, Allentown, PA 18109 

 

Phone: (610) 266-6000   |   Fax: (610) 231-5280 

www.flylvia.com 

 

 
March 29th, 2024 
 
The Honorable Michael S. Regan  
Administrator 
United States Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20460 
 
Re:  United States Environmental Protection Agency – Climate Pollution Reduction Grant Program (CPRG): 

Implementation Grants General Competition program – Lehigh Valley Green Transportation 
Infrastructure  Project. 

 
Dear Administrator Regan: 
 
This letter is to attest the Lehigh-Northampton Airport Authority’s support of the Climate Pollution Reduction 
Grant Program (CPRG) Implementation Grant request of the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission (LVPC) and 
Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (PennDOT) to advance its ambitious green infrastructure 
transportation project. The project is designed to achieve one of the key goals identified in the recently 
completed Lehigh Valley Priority Climate Action Plan for Transportation Decarbonization, a prerequisite for 
this competitive grant program.   
  
This project will reimagine and retrofit major transportation corridors of the Allentown-Bethlehem-Easton 
PA/NJ Metropolitan Statistical Area, including US Route 22, and State Routes 33, and 378 with native 
landscaping, nature-based stormwater management and other carbon reduction features. In addition, the 
project will revision an existing and underutilized park and ride facility into a green multimodal transportation 
center that seamlessly connects transit, walking, biking, driving and even freight.  Lastly, the Lehigh Valley 
Green Transportation Infrastructure project will develop nature-based standards for highway corridors 
throughout the region.  This initiative is a critical component of a broader effort to achieve transportation 
decarbonization in the region, and specifically centered in areas with the highest traffic, congestion, and 
ultimately lowest air-quality. 
 
By implementing these techniques, the LVPC and PennDOT aim to create an efficient transportation network 
that actively reduces greenhouse gases, thereby reducing the carbon footprint of the transportation network. 
Integrating carbon sequestration into transportation infrastructure signifies a revolutionary step in 
environmental management.  This approach not only addresses carbon emissions but also contributes to 
biodiversity, pollination, improves air quality, reduces water run-off, decreases energy consumption, 
increases transportation safety, and options, and improves the quality of life along the busiest transportation 
corridors. Green spaces, urban forests, and other carbon-absorbing landscapes play a crucial role in creating a 
more sustainable and livable environment. They serve as natural carbon sinks, thus reinforcing the efforts to 
decarbonize transportation.  
 
It is of note that this project supports the health, equity, and environmental justice goals of multiple Justice40 
communities. The project will incorporate sustainable design principles, installing green infrastructure within 
road rights-of-way, interchanges and a park and ride facility. It will include features that improve air quality, 
reduce stormwater runoff volume and velocity, provide pollinator habitats, mitigate heat island effects, 
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improve health outcomes, reduce natural and person-made hazards, and provide aesthetic benefits 
supporting well-being and healthy communities. 
 
With state, county and local partners integral to implementation, this funding provides an opportunity to 
create a network of green transportation corridors that will also identify the region as truly green, a key 
component of the Lehigh Valley’s identity and a value that ranks highest in every bi-county planning public 
opinion poll in the last 20 years.  
 
The LVPC’s and PennDOT’s partnership initiative is not just a local solution but a model for future 
transportation projects. By successfully integrating carbon sequestration into its transportation 
infrastructure, the Lehigh Valley will set a precedent for other regions to follow. This project demonstrates 
how regional planning, state agencies, and all levels of government with the support of non-profit and 
business partners can support each other to play a key role in addressing global environmental challenges 
through innovative and sustainable infrastructure development.  
 
The Lehigh Valley International Airport (ABE), managed by the Lehigh-Northampton Airport Authority, is a 
critical component of the transportation network within the Lehigh Valley. Coordinating and providing 
support to LVPC and PennDOT on this project and other initiatives is critical for a balanced and efficient 
transportation network encompassing all modes of transportation. 
 
The Lehigh-Northampton Airport Authority enthusiastically offers our support for this project as we believe it 
will provide multiple environmental, health and economic benefits to the immediate communities adjacent 
to the region’s major transportation routes and more broadly to the entire MSA residents, businesses, and 
visitors.  
 
Sincerely,  
     
 
           
Ryan A. Meyer 
Director of Planning & Programming 



 
www.lehighvalleychamber.org 

 
 
 
 
March 26, 2024 
 
 
The Honorable Michael S. Regan  
Administrator 
United States Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20460 
 
Re: United States Environmental Protection Agency – Climate Pollution Reduction Grant Program (CPRG): 
Implementation Grants General Competition program – Lehigh Valley Green Transportation Infrastructure 
Project. 
 
Dear Administrator Regan: 
 
This letter is to attest that the Greater Lehigh Valley Chamber of Commerce supports of the Climate Pollution 
Reduction Grant Program (CPRG) Implementation Grant request of the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission 
(LVPC) and Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (PennDOT) to advance its ambitious green 
infrastructure transportation project. The project is designed to achieve one of the key goals identified in the 
recently completed Lehigh Valley Priority Climate Action Plan for Transportation Decarbonization, a 
prerequisite for this competitive grant program.   
  
This project will reimagine and retrofit major transportation corridors of the Allentown-Bethlehem-Easton 
PA/NJ Metropolitan Statistical Area, including US Route 22, and State Routes 33, and 378 with native 
landscaping, nature-based stormwater management and other carbon reduction features. In addition, the 
project will revision an existing and underutilized park and ride facility into a green multimodal transportation 
center that seamlessly connects transit, walking, biking, driving and even freight.  Lastly, the Lehigh Valley 
Green Transportation Infrastructure project will develop nature-based standards for highway corridors 
throughout the region.  This initiative is a critical component of a broader effort to achieve transportation 
decarbonization in the region, and specifically centered in areas with the highest traffic, congestion, and 
ultimately lowest air-quality. 
 
By implementing these techniques, the LVPC and PennDOT aim to create an efficient transportation network 
that actively reduces greenhouse gases, thereby reducing the carbon footprint of the transportation network. 
Integrating carbon sequestration into transportation infrastructure signifies a revolutionary step in 
environmental management.  This approach not only addresses carbon emissions but also contributes to 
biodiversity, pollination, improves air quality, reduces water run-off, decreases energy consumption, increases 
transportation safety, and options, and improves the quality of life along the busiest transportation corridors. 



 
www.lehighvalleychamber.org 

Green spaces, urban forests, and other carbon-absorbing landscapes play a crucial role in creating a more 
sustainable and livable environment. They serve as natural carbon sinks, thus reinforcing the efforts to 
decarbonize transportation.  
 
It is of note that this project supports the health, equity, and environmental justice goals of multiple Justice40 
communities. The project will incorporate sustainable design principles, installing green infrastructure within 
road rights-of-way, interchanges and a park and ride facility. It will include features that improve air quality, 
reduce stormwater runoff volume and velocity, provide pollinator habitats, mitigate heat island effects, 
improve health outcomes, reduce natural and person-made hazards, and provide aesthetic benefits 
supporting well-being and healthy communities. 
 
With state, county and local partners integral to implementation, this funding provides an opportunity to 
create a network of green transportation corridors that will also identify the region as truly green, a key 
component of the Lehigh Valley’s identity and a value that ranks highest in every bi-county planning public 
opinion poll in the last 20 years.  
 
The LVPC’s and PennDOT’s partnership initiative is not just a local solution but a model for future 
transportation projects. By successfully integrating carbon sequestration into its transportation infrastructure, 
the Lehigh Valley will set a precedent for other regions to follow. This project demonstrates how regional 
planning, state agencies, and all levels of government with the support of non-profit and business partners can 
support each other to play a key role in addressing global environmental challenges through innovative and 
sustainable infrastructure development.  
 
The Chamber’s mission is to improve the economy and quality of life in the Lehigh Valley.  The addition of 
native plantings at our interchanges supports that mission and we are excited about the environmental, health 
and economic benefits to the immediate communities adjacent to the region’s major transportation routes 
and more broadly to the entire MSA residents, businesses, and visitors.  
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
 
T. Anthony Iannelli 
President & CEO 
Greater Lehigh Valley Chamber of Commerce 



 
 

March 28, 2024 
 

The Honorable Michael S. Regan  
Administrator 
United States Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20460 
 
Re: United States Environmental Protection Agency – Climate Pollution Reduction Grant Program (CPRG): 
Implementation Grants General Competition program – Lehigh Valley Green Transportation Infrastructure  
Project. 
 
Dear Administrator Regan: 
 
This letter is to offer AARP Pennsylvania’s support of the Climate Pollution Reduction Grant Program (CPRG) 
Implementation Grant request of the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission (LVPC) and Pennsylvania Department 
of Transportation (PennDOT) to advance its green infrastructure transportation project. As designed, the 
project strives to achieve one of the key goals identified in the Lehigh Valley Priority Climate Action Plan for 
Transportation Decarbonization, which served as a prerequisite for this competitive grant program.   
  
Known as the Lehigh Valley Green Transportation project, it will reimagine and retrofit major transportation 
corridors of the Allentown-Bethlehem-Easton PA/NJ Metropolitan Statistical Area, including US Route 22, and 
State Routes 33, and 378 with native landscaping, nature-based stormwater management and other carbon 
reduction features; revision an existing and underutilized park and ride facility into a green multimodal 
transportation center that seamlessly connects transit, walking, biking, driving and even freight; develop 
nature-based standards for highway corridors throughout the region.  This project is a critical component of a 
broader effort to achieve transportation decarbonization in the region - - specifically centered in areas with 
the highest traffic, congestion, and ultimately lowest air-quality. 
 
By implementing these elements, the LVPC and PennDOT aim to create an efficient transportation network 
that actively reduces greenhouse gases, thereby reducing the carbon footprint of the transportation network. 
Integrating carbon sequestration into transportation infrastructure signifies a positive step in environmental 
management.  Such an approach not only addresses carbon emissions, it also contributes to biodiversity, 
pollination, improves air quality, reduces water run-off, decreases energy consumption, increases 
transportation safety, and options, and improves the quality of life along our area’s busiest transportation 
corridors. Green spaces, urban forests, and other carbon-absorbing landscapes play a crucial role in creating a 
more sustainable and livable environment. They serve as natural carbon sinks, thus reinforcing the efforts to 
decarbonize transportation.  
 
With state, county and local partners integral to implementation, this funding will provide an opportunity to 
create a network of green transportation corridors that will also identify the region as truly green, a key 
component of the Lehigh Valley’s identity and a value that ranks highest in every bi-county planning public 
opinion poll in the last 20 years.  
 



The partnership and collaboration between LVPC and PennDOT to pursue this initiative is not solely a local 
solution, but it serves a model for future transportation projects. By successfully integrating carbon 
sequestration into its transportation infrastructure, the Lehigh Valley will set a precedent for other regions to 
follow. This project demonstrates how regional planning, state agencies, and all levels of government with the 
support of non-profit and business partners can support each other to play a key role in addressing global 
environmental challenges through innovative and sustainable infrastructure development.  
 
For AARP Pennsylvania, we urge policymakers on the federal, state, and local levels to design livable 
communities where residents of all ages can participate fully.  Among our guiding principles is to ensure that 
communities work to promote health, safety, and environmental sustainability so that residents from all 
incomes and backgrounds can live safe, secure, and healthy lives. We believe that the Lehigh Valley Green 
Transportation Project upholds our commitment to achieving holistic policymaking whereby the 
interconnectedness of issues such as health, wellness, safety, work, education, environment, and social 
engagement are improved.   
 
To this end, AARP Pennsylvania offers its support for this project as we believe it will provide multiple 
environmental, health and economic benefits to the immediate communities adjacent to the region’s major 
transportation routes and more broadly to the entire MSA residents, businesses, and visitors.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Kellie VonStein  
Associate State Director  
Outreach and Advocacy, Lehigh Valley  
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CAT-Coalition for Appropriate Transportation (LVCAT.org) 
1935 West Broad Street Bethlehem, PA 18018   610.954.5744 

Walking | Bicycling | Transit | Trails 

April 2, 2024 

The Honorable Michael S. Regan  
Administrator 
United States Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20460 

Re:  United States Environmental Protection Agency – Climate Pollution 
Reduction Grant Program (CPRG): Implementation Grants General 
Competition program – Lehigh Valley Green Transportation Infrastructure 
Project. 

Dear Administrator Regan: 

This letter is to attest CAT-Coalition for Appropriate Transportation’s support 
for the Climate Pollution Reduction Grant Program (CPRG) Implementation 
Grant request of the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission (LVPC) and 
Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (PennDOT) to advance its 
ambitious green infrastructure transportation project. The project is designed 
to achieve one of the key goals identified in the recently completed Lehigh 
Valley Priority Climate Action Plan for Transportation Decarbonization, a 
prerequisite for this competitive grant program.   

This project will reimagine and retrofit major transportation corridors of the 
Allentown-Bethlehem-Easton PA/NJ Metropolitan Statistical Area, including 
US Route 22, and State Routes 33, and 378 with native landscaping, nature-
based stormwater management and other carbon reduction features. In 
addition, the project will revision an existing and underutilized park and ride 
facility into a green multimodal transportation center that seamlessly connects 
transit, walking, biking, driving and even freight.  Lastly, the Lehigh Valley 
Green Transportation Infrastructure project will develop nature-based 
standards for highway corridors throughout the region.  This initiative is a 
critical component of a broader effort to achieve transportation 
decarbonization in the region, and specifically centered in areas with the 
highest traffic, congestion, and ultimately lowest air-quality. 

By implementing these techniques, the LVPC and PennDOT aim to create an 
efficient transportation network that actively reduces greenhouse gases, thereby reducing the carbon 
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CAT-Coalition for Appropriate Transportation (LVCAT.org) 
1935 West Broad Street Bethlehem, PA 18018   610.954.5744 

Walking | Bicycling | Transit | Trails 

footprint of the transportation network. Integrating carbon sequestration into transportation infrastructure 
signifies a revolutionary step in environmental management.  This approach not only addresses carbon 
emissions but also contributes to biodiversity, pollination, improves air quality, reduces water run-off, 
decreases energy consumption, increases transportation safety, and options, and improves the quality 
of life along the busiest transportation corridors. Green spaces, urban forests, and other carbon-
absorbing landscapes play a crucial role in creating a more sustainable and livable environment. They 
serve as natural carbon sinks, thus reinforcing the efforts to decarbonize transportation.  

It is of note that this project supports the health, equity, and environmental justice goals of multiple 
Justice40 communities. The project will incorporate sustainable design principles, installing green 
infrastructure within road rights-of-way, interchanges and a park and ride facility. It will include features 
that improve air quality, reduce stormwater runoff volume and velocity, provide pollinator habitats, 
mitigate heat island effects, improve health outcomes, reduce natural and person-made hazards, and 
provide aesthetic benefits supporting well-being and healthy communities. 

With state, county and local partners integral to implementation, this funding provides an opportunity to 
create a network of green transportation corridors that will also identify the region as truly green, a key 
component of the Lehigh Valley’s identity and a value that ranks highest in every bi-county planning 
public opinion poll in the last 20 years.  

The LVPC’s and PennDOT’s partnership initiative is not just a local solution but a model for future 
transportation projects. By successfully integrating carbon sequestration into its transportation 
infrastructure, the Lehigh Valley will set a precedent for other regions to follow. This project demonstrates 
how regional planning, state agencies, and all levels of government with the support of non-profit and 
business partners can support each other to play a key role in addressing global environmental 
challenges through innovative and sustainable infrastructure development.  

CAT enthusiastically offers our support for this project as we believe it will provide multiple environmental, 
health and economic benefits to the immediate communities adjacent to the region’s major transportation 
routes and more broadly to the entire MSA residents, businesses, and visitors. 

Kind Regards, 

Scott Slingerland, P.E., Executive Director 
scott@lvcat.org    

CAT works to improve mobility for everyone. Better bicycling, walking/ADA accessibility, multi-use trails, and 
public transit develop a stronger, smarter economy and a higher quality of life. Sustainable transportation 
reduces traffic congestion and counters climate change. 

mailto:scott@lvcat.org


235 N. Madison St. | Allentown, PA 18102 | 610.355.4864 | www.communitybikeworks.org 

March 25, 2024 

The Honorable Michael S. Regan  
Administrator 
United States Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20460 

Re: United States Environmental Protection Agency – Climate Pollution Reduction Grant Program (CPRG): 
Implementation Grants General Competition program – Lehigh Valley Green Transportation Infrastructure 
Project. 

Dear Administrator Regan: 

This letter is to attest Community Bike Works’ support of the Climate Pollution Reduction Grant Program 
(CPRG) Implementation Grant request of the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission (LVPC) and Pennsylvania 
Department of Transportation (PennDOT) to advance its ambitious green infrastructure transportation project. 
The project is designed to achieve one of the key goals identified in the recently completed Lehigh Valley Priority 
Climate Action Plan for Transportation Decarbonization, a prerequisite for this competitive grant program.   

This project will reimagine and retrofit major transportation corridors of the Allentown-Bethlehem-Easton 
PA/NJ Metropolitan Statistical Area, including US Route 22, and State Routes 33, and 378 with native 
landscaping, nature-based stormwater management and other carbon reduction features. In addition, the 
project will revise an existing and underutilized park and ride facility into a green multimodal transportation 
center that seamlessly connects transit, walking, biking, driving and even freight.  Lastly, the Lehigh Valley 
Green Transportation Infrastructure project will develop nature-based standards for highway corridors 
throughout the region.  This initiative is a critical component of a broader effort to achieve transportation 
decarbonization in the region, and specifically centered in areas with the highest traffic, congestion, and 
ultimately lowest air-quality. 

By implementing these techniques, the LVPC and PennDOT aim to create an efficient transportation network 
that actively reduces greenhouse gases, thereby reducing the carbon footprint of the transportation network. 
Integrating carbon sequestration into transportation infrastructure signifies a revolutionary step in 
environmental management.  This approach not only addresses carbon emissions but also contributes to 
biodiversity, pollination, improves air quality, reduces water run-off, decreases energy consumption, increases 
transportation safety and options, and improves the quality of life along the busiest transportation corridors. 
Green spaces, urban forests, and other carbon-absorbing landscapes play a crucial role in creating a more 
sustainable and livable environment. They serve as natural carbon sinks, thus reinforcing the efforts to 
decarbonize transportation.  

It is of note that this project supports the health, equity, and environmental justice goals of multiple Justice40 
communities. The project will incorporate sustainable design principles, installing green infrastructure within 
road rights-of-way interchanges, and a park and ride facility. It will include features that improve air quality, 
reduce stormwater runoff volume and velocity, provide pollinator habitats, mitigate heat island effects, improve 

http://www.communitybikeworks.org/


health outcomes, reduce natural and person-made hazards, and provide aesthetic benefits supporting well-
being and healthy communities. 

With state, county and local partners integral to implementation, this funding provides an opportunity to create 
a network of green transportation corridors that will also identify the region as truly green, a key component of 
the Lehigh Valley’s identity and a value that ranks highest in every bi-county planning public opinion poll in the 
last 20 years.  

The LVPC’s and PennDOT’s partnership initiative is not just a local solution but a model for future 
transportation projects. By successfully integrating carbon sequestration into its transportation infrastructure, 
the Lehigh Valley will set a precedent for other regions to follow. This project demonstrates how regional 
planning, state agencies, and all levels of government with the support of non-profit and business partners can 
support each other to play a key role in addressing global environmental challenges through innovative and 
sustainable infrastructure development.  

Community Bike Works teaches life lessons through bicycles to the young people of the Lehigh Valley who could 
benefit most. At our three bike shops in downtown Allentown, East Allentown, and Easton’s West Ward, and in 
community schools across the Lehigh Valley, youth join our flagship Earn a Bike and Junior Earn a Bike 
programs to learn bicycle mechanics while also learning life skills from teamwork to communication. By 
providing these students with bicycles, a helmet, and the know-how to ride safely in the city, Bike Works allows 
our students to explore a very cost-effective and environmentally friendly means of transportation, and in many 
cases, a way to get to an afterschool or summer job, as well as to school and back home during the academic 
year. The proposed project aligns with the work we are doing in our community.  

Community Bike Works enthusiastically offers our support for this project as we believe it will provide multiple 
environmental, health and economic benefits to the immediate communities adjacent to the region’s major 
transportation routes and more broadly to the entire MSA residents, businesses, and visitors.  

Sincerely, 

Kim Schaffer,  
Executive Director 





DLNHC's mission pillars include connecting people to health and wellness benefits of outdoor recreation 
and to nature and the environment through conservation and education. And green infrastructure is a 
critical component to revitalizing the community and realizing the vision of Lehigh Valley Greenways, a 
DCNR supported conservation landscape. We envision Lehigh Valley communities linked to greenways, 
trails and outdoor experiences resulting in stronger local economies and improved public health, green 
infrastructure and natural resources. As the most highly urbanized conservation landscape in the state 
with a rapidly growing population, the Climate Pollution Reduction Grant Program sought by Lehigh 
Valley Planning Commission offers an opportunity to bring this vision to fruition. Specifically, the focus 
of L VPC 's application to revision park and ride facilities as a green multimodal center that focuses on 
walking and biking and nature based standards for highway corridors and storm.water management directly 
support the priorities of our organization and conservation landscape. 

The L VPC seeks to demonstrate a partnership between an MPO and PennDOT that can serve as a model 
for other regions, detailing how regional planning, state agencies, and all levels of government with the 
support of non-profit and business partners can support each other to play a key role in addressing global 
environmental challenges through innovative and sustainable infrastructure development. This is 
especially beneficial to DLNHC as we also cover the Delaware and Wyoming valleys and support the 
spread of information and best practices. 

DLNHC and L VG enthusiastically offers our support for this project as we believe it will provide 
multiple environmental, health and economic benefits to the immediate communities adjacent to the 
region's major transportation routes and more broadly to the entire MSA residents, businesses, and 
visitors. 

Sincerely, 

� Lu� 
Claire W. Sadler 
Executive Director 

Delaware & Lehigh National Heritage Corridor 
2750 Hugh Moore Park Road • Easton, Pennsylvania • 610.923.3548 • www.delawareandlehigh.org 



 

 

 
 
          March 26, 2024 
 
The Honorable Michael S. Regan  
Administrator 
United States Environmental Protection Agency 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20460 
 
Re:  United States Environmental Protection Agency – Climate Pollution Reduction Grant Program (CPRG): 
Implementation Grants General Competition program – Lehigh Valley Green Transportation Infrastructure  Project. 
 
Dear Administrator Regan: 
 
This letter is to attest the Nurture Nature Center’s support of the Climate Pollution Reduction Grant Program 
(CPRG) Implementation Grant request of the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission (LVPC) and Pennsylvania 
Department of Transportation (PennDOT) to advance its ambitious green infrastructure transportation project. The 
project is designed to achieve one of the key goals identified in the recently completed Lehigh Valley Priority 
Climate Action Plan for Transportation Decarbonization, a prerequisite for this competitive grant program.   
  
This project will reimagine and retrofit major transportation corridors of the Allentown-Bethlehem-Easton PA/NJ 
Metropolitan Statistical Area, including US Route 22, and State Routes 33, and 378 with native landscaping, nature-
based stormwater management and other carbon reduction features. In addition, the project will revision an existing 
and underutilized park and ride facility into a green multimodal transportation center that seamlessly connects 
transit, walking, biking, driving and even freight.  Lastly, the Lehigh Valley Green Transportation Infrastructure 
project will develop nature-based standards for highway corridors throughout the region.  This initiative is a critical 
component of a broader effort to achieve transportation decarbonization in the region, and specifically centered in 
areas with the highest traffic, congestion, and ultimately lowest air-quality. 
 
By implementing these techniques, the LVPC and PennDOT aim to create an efficient transportation network that 
actively reduces greenhouse gases, thereby reducing the carbon footprint of the transportation network. Integrating 
carbon sequestration into transportation infrastructure signifies a revolutionary step in environmental management.  
This approach not only addresses carbon emissions but also contributes to biodiversity, pollination, improves air 
quality, reduces water run-off, decreases energy consumption, increases transportation safety, and options, and 
improves the quality of life along the busiest transportation corridors. Green spaces, urban forests, and other carbon-
absorbing landscapes play a crucial role in creating a more sustainable and livable environment. They serve as 
natural carbon sinks, thus reinforcing the efforts to decarbonize transportation.  
 
It is of note that this project supports the health, equity, and environmental justice goals of multiple Justice40 
communities. The project will incorporate sustainable design principles, installing green infrastructure within road 
rights-of-way, interchanges and a park and ride facility. It will include features that improve air quality, reduce 
stormwater runoff volume and velocity, provide pollinator habitats, mitigate heat island effects, improve health 
outcomes, reduce natural and person-made hazards, and provide aesthetic benefits supporting well-being and healthy 
communities. 
 
With state, county and local partners integral to implementation, this funding provides an opportunity to create a 
network of green transportation corridors that will also identify the region as truly green, a key component of the 
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Lehigh Valley’s identity and a value that ranks highest in every bi-county planning public opinion poll in the last 20 
years.  
 
The LVPC’s and PennDOT’s partnership initiative is not just a local solution but a model for future transportation 
projects. By successfully integrating carbon sequestration into its transportation infrastructure, the Lehigh Valley 
will set a precedent for other regions to follow. This project demonstrates how regional planning, state agencies, and 
all levels of government with the support of non-profit and business partners can support each other to play a key 
role in addressing global environmental challenges through innovative and sustainable infrastructure development.  
 
The Nurture Nature Center is a non-profit located in Easton, PA (part of the Lehigh Valley) committed to engaging 
the public in learning about local environmental issues by leveraging the power of informal science education, art-
centered approaches to learning, and community dialogue and networking. Started in response to flooding on the 
Delaware River, we have continued to engage with our local communities around natural hazards and climate 
change through education, outreach, and community science. We helped lead Easton’s efforts to inventory its 
greenhouse gas emissions, conduct a vulnerability assessment and finalize a climate action and adaptation plan. We 
recently encouraged Easton to adopt a net zero emissions goal by 2050 and are funded by NOAA to implement an 
education and outreach project, CREATE Connections, that shares Easton and Bethlehem’s Climate Action Plans 
with their communities and encourages climate action. We are optimistic about the Lehigh Valley Priority Climate 
Action Plan and support efforts to expand green infrastructure in our region, to not only help mitigate climate 
change but to address flooding as well.  
 
Nurture Nature Center enthusiastically offers our support for this project as we believe it will provide multiple 
environmental, health and economic benefits to the immediate communities adjacent to the region’s major 
transportation routes and more broadly to the entire MSA residents, businesses, and visitors.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Kathryn Semmens, PhD 
Science Director 
Nurture Nature Center 
518 Northampton Street 
Easton, PA 18042 
ksemmens@nurturenature.org 
 
 
 
 

mailto:ksemmens@nurturenature.org
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