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Metro Transit Coalition to Reduce Climate Pollution for the 2028 Olympics and Beyond

Eligibility Requirements

All LA Metro Coalition members are eligible applicants. Los Angeles County and the City of Anaheim are 
municipalities defined under Clean Air Act section 302(f). Per EPA requirements, Los Angeles County 
Metropolitan Transportation Authority, Orange County Transportation Authority and Southern California 
Regional Rail Authority have provided legal opinions providing documentation that the State of California 
considers these entities to be a public body created by or pursuant to State law and are accountable to 
municipal or state units of government. The following legal opinion letters are attached:

	> Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (LA Metro)

	> Orange County Transportation Authority (OCTA)

	> Southern California Regional Rail Authority (SCRRA/Metrolink)
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TO: Kia Mortazavi, OCTA Executive Director, Planning  

FROM: James M. Donich, OCTA General Counsel 

DATE: March 29, 2024 

RE: Legal Opinion regarding OCTA’s Participation as a Public Entity in the 

Environmental Protection Agency’s CPRG Program  

 

The General Counsel’s office has been asked to provide a legal opinion as to whether the 

State of California recognizes the Orange County Transportation Authority (OCTA) as a public 

body created by or pursuant to State law. OCTA is a County Transportation Commission created 

by and organized pursuant to California Public Utilities Code (PUC) Section 130052 et seq. Its 

statutory responsibilities include operating public transportation systems and maintaining 

responsibility for transportation planning and programming throughout Orange County.  

OCTA’s governing board, powers, functions, and duties, are all authorized and established 

by the State Legislature pursuant to PUC Sections 130052 et seq. and 130200 et seq. OCTA is 

accountable to the legislature as it may amend OCTA’s responsibilities, powers, functions, and 

duties at any time as set forth in the Public Utilities Code. As a public entity created by the State 

Legislature, OCTA is a public body organized and existing pursuant to State law.  

 



VIA EMAIL March 29, 2024 

RE: SCRRA’s CPRG Grant Application 

To Whom It May Concern: 

I am the General Counsel to the Southern California Regional Rail Authority (SCRRA).  
SCRRA was created pursuant to California Public Utilities Code Section 130255, which 
authorized the transportation commissions organized by the Counties of Los 
Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino, and Ventura, to establish a joint powers 
entity to plan, design, construct, and administer the Metrolink rail system in 
Southern California. 

Accordingly, and as authorized by State law, in 1991 the above five counties entered 
into a Joint Powers Agreement to form and govern SCRRA. Since that time, SCRRA 
has fulfilled its statutory mandate to plan, design, construct, and administer the 
Metrolink Rail system—indeed it has provided commuter rail ser-vice to Southern 
California residents continuously for over 30 years.   

SCRRA is a public entity serving as a regional organization comprised of multiple 
counties.  Its existence is authorized by the State Legislature, and it is organized and 
existing pursuant to State Law.    

Don O. Del Rio 
SCRRA General Counsel 


