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LDENR Grant Letter of 
Commitment 

 
March 22, 2024 
  
State of Louisiana 
The Department of Energy and Natural Resources 
Mr. Edward O’Brien, Senior Economist 
617 N. 3rd Street 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70802 
  
RE: LETTER OF COMMITMENT - LOUISIANA CLIMATE POLLUTION REDUCTION 
GRANT 
  
Dear Mr. O’Brien: 

On behalf of the Port of New Iberia and FusionOne Energy Corp, I am pleased to 
offer this Letter of Commitment for the State of Louisiana’s Climate Pollution 
Reduction Grant application to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. The State 
of Louisiana will launch a transformative Comprehensive Actions to Reduce 
Emissions (CARE) Initiative to accelerate greenhouse gas (GHG) reductions across 
top ranking U.S. carbon-intense sectors with the strategic deployment of a suite of 
novel and viable GHG reduction measures as top regional priorities from the 
Louisiana Priority Climate Action Plan (PCAP). 

The Louisiana CARE Initiative is focused on advancing electrification and 
decarbonization implementation programs in the hard to abate sectors as replicable 
models to be scaled up across Louisiana and the U.S. as pathways to commercial 
viability in order to achieve net zero emissions by 2050.  Embedded in each of the 
Louisiana GHG reduction measures are efficient strategies to deliver immediate and 
long-lasting benefits to the 2.28 million low-income and disadvantaged population 
most vulnerable to climate threats and at-risk from GHG emissions from heavy 
industrial clusters.  

The Port of New Iberia and FusionOne are collaborating to deploy a zero-emission 
infrastructure strategy at the Port to enable the onsite production, storage, and 
subsequent fueling of Hydrogen fuel vehicles. The infrastructure will be co-located 
with FusionOne’s own Plastic to Hydrogen facility and aligns with its goals of 
achieving a zero-emission operation, including its material handling and logistics 
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fleet. Access to the fueling infrastructure will be Port-wide, with the exploration of 
marine vehicle fueling as the ultimate goal. Furthermore, to ensure green hydrogen 
is produced, solar and wind generation technology will be deployed alongside 
battery storage for the charging of Battery Electric Vehicles (BEV). This flexibility in 
zero-emission fueling infrastructure allows the Port of New Iberia and the 
surrounding businesses to adopt a multifaceted strategy for emission reduction, 
giving them freedom of choice over the vehicles deployed based on the duty cycle 
and use case of the individual entity. Additionally, with the deep water dredging 
currently underway for the Port channel and the increasing trend for e-methanol 
powered deep water vehicles being purchased, this site will offer further flexibility for 
onsite production. The expertise in handling hydrogen and zero-emission 
technologies, currently a niche employment area, will be built up and become 
essential to any local e-methanol production. 

FusionOne and the Port are committed to deploying these technologies and will be 
actively involved in planning, tracking, implementing, and maintaining the project 
as part of our dedication to a zero-emission logistics and supply chain at our 
operations. This commitment extends to advocating these technologies to local 
businesses, which will include the training and demonstration of the equipment as 
well as future testing and trials for new marine craft, such as hydrogen or BEV 
powered tugs, barges, or vehicles supporting Gulf of Mexico offshore wind 
installations. Our long-term involvement underscores our dedication not only to the 
success of this project but also to the broader goals of the State of Louisiana in 
reducing GHG emissions, advancing industrial electrification, and promoting 
resilient clean ports among others. By integrating these efforts, we aim to 
significantly contribute to the State’s GHG reduction measures, including hydrogen 
economy enhancement and sustainable agriculture, among others. 

The outputs from this project are expected to serve as a blueprint for replication 
across Ports and other sites in Louisiana, bringing numerous additional benefits, 
both economic and environmental. A significant amount of GHG emissions will be 
avoided and reduced through the deployment of these high-duty-cycle vehicles, 
especially at high throughput Ports where adoption is generally slower due to the 
need for proven, reliable technology. These Ports are often located in areas with a 
high density of warehousing, which results in high PM2.5 emissions, in addition to 
the usual GHG emissions. These warehouses invariably border low-income areas of 
higher-than-average minority populations, resulting in health issues. The reduction 
in these particulates and GHGs will have significant benefits for these communities. 
Furthermore, the introduction of new technologies will require new skills and 
training, fostering a buildup of knowledge that currently exists in limited geographic 
locations, mostly in California. Our partnership with the State of Louisiana will enable 
a more effective implementation of the CARE Initiative, achieving ambitious GHG 
reduction targets and substantial community benefits, particularly in low-income 
and disadvantaged communities. Through our support, the project will not only 
complement other funding sources to maximize GHG reduction measures and 
community benefits but also pursue innovative, replicable programs that can be 
scaled across multiple jurisdictions. 
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In summary, FusionOne's unwavering commitment to the Port of New Iberia project 
embodies a comprehensive approach to sustainable development and GHG 
reduction. By leveraging our expertise and resources, we are poised to make a 
substantial impact in the fight against climate change while fostering economic 
growth and community health. We look forward to collaborating closely with the 
State of Louisiana and the EPA to bring this visionary project to fruition. 

Sincerely, 

 

Elliott Talbott 
CEO, FusionOne Energy Corp. 
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March 22, 2024 

 

State of Louisiana  

The Department of Energy and Natural Resources 

Mr. Edward O’Brien, Senior Economist 

617 N. 3rd Street 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70802 

 

RE: LETTER OF COMMITMENT - LOUISIANA CLIMATE POLLUTION REDUCTION GRANT 

 

Dear Mr. O’Brien: 

On behalf of the University of Louisiana at Lafayette (UL), I am pleased to offer this Letter of 

Commitment for the State of Louisiana’s Climate Pollution Reduction Grant application to the U.S. 

Environmental Protection Agency. The State of Louisiana will launch a transformative Comprehensive 

Actions to Reduce Emissions (CARE) Initiative to accelerate greenhouse gas (GHG) reductions across 

top ranking U.S. carbon-intense sectors with the strategic deployment of a suite of novel and viable 

GHG reduction measures as top regional priorities from the Louisiana Priority Climate Action Plan 

(PCAP).  

The Louisiana CARE Initiative is focused on advancing electrification and decarbonization 

implementation programs in the hard to abate sectors as replicable models to be scaled up across 

Louisiana and the U.S. as pathways to commercial viability in order to achieve net zero emissions by 

2050.  Embedded in each of the Louisiana GHG reduction measures are efficient strategies to deliver 

immediate and long-lasting benefits to the 2.28 million low-income and disadvantaged population most 

vulnerable to climate threats and at-risk from GHG emissions from heavy industrial clusters.   

The University of Louisiana at Lafayette has a 125 year-long track record of successful collaborations 

among government, industry, non-profits, and communities across the State of Louisiana which will 

support of all eight of the state’s Priority Climate Action Plan GHG reduction measures: hydrogen 

economy, industrial electrification, N2O abatement, resilient clean ports, port buffer zones, sustainable 

agriculture, offshore wind acceleration, and methane detection.  In fact, the University is rated third in 

the nation among R1 research universities by the National Science Foundation for our extensive 

collaborations with industry.  The trust we have built through these efforts, with both industry and the 

communities in which they are located across the state, will be essential to the success of this project. 

For this project, the University will: 1) conduct techno-economic studies of the various proposed GHG 

reducing technologies, 2) provide technical assistance to industry and public bodies, 3) perform 
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outreach and education, 4) provide workforce training, 5) provide small and minority-owned business 

support, and 6) lead the state-wide effort to ensure that the benefits of the Priority Climate Action Plan 

will actually accrue to Louisiana communities through high-quality job creation, significant reductions 

of toxic air pollutants, community resilience measures, and enhanced quality of livelihoods. 

The University has over forty faculty members working in research areas such as green hydrogen, 

environmental stewardship, and renewable energy that will directly support the State’s efforts to: 1) 

implement ambitious measures to achieve significant cumulative GHG reductions by 2030 and beyond, 

2) achieve substantial community benefits (such as reduction in hazardous air pollutants, particularly in 

low-income and disadvantage communities, 3) complement other funding sources to maximize GHG 

reduction measures and community benefits, and 4) pursue innovative programs that are replicable 

and can be scaled up across multiple jurisdictions.  We enthusiastically support this application. 

Please feel free to contact me at 337-482-6541 should you need further clarifications. 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Ramesh Kolluru 
Vice President for Research, Innovation, and Economic Development 
University of Louisiana at Lafayette - A Carnegie R1 Research University 
PO Box 42570, Lafayette, LA 70504 
Cell: 337-739-1579 
Email: Ramesh.Kolluru@louisiana.edu 
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March 26, 2024 

 

State of Louisiana  
The Department of Energy and Natural Resources 
Mr. Edward O’Brien, Senior Economist 
617 N. 3rd Street 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70802 
 
RE: LETTER OF COMMITMENT - LOUISIANA CLIMATE POLLUTION REDUCTION GRANT 
 

Dear Mr. O’Brien, 

On behalf of Xavier University of Louisiana (XULA), I am pleased to offer this Letter of Commitment 
in strong support of the State of Louisiana’s Climate Pollution Reduction Grant (CPRG) application 
to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). 

XULA is a leading Historically Black College and University (HBCU) with a long-standing 
commitment to environmental justice and sustainability. We are particularly enthusiastic about 
the Louisiana Comprehensive Actions to Reduce Emissions (CARE) Initiative, and believe it aligns 
perfectly with our mission to address critical issues facing our communities. 

XULA’s Strong, Long-Term Involvement 

XULA is committed to the success of the CARE Initiative throughout its lifecycle. We will leverage 
our expertise in the following areas to support all eight proposed GHG reduction measures: 

• Hydrogen Economy & Sustainable Agriculture: Our Chemistry and Environmental 
Science departments will contribute research and development on clean hydrogen 
production and sustainable agricultural practices, respectively. 

• Industrial Electrification & N2O Abatement: Our College of Engineering will collaborate 
with industry partners to develop and pilot electrification and N2O abatement 
technologies. 

• Resilient Clean Ports & Port Buffer Zones: Our Urban Affairs Center will contribute 
expertise in urban planning and green infrastructure to design resilient and sustainable port 
facilities. 

• Offshore Wind Acceleration & Methane Detection: Our Center for Environmental & 
Geophysical Services will provide technical assistance in wind farm development and 
methane emission monitoring. 

Direct Participation and Project Design 

XULA faculty and students will actively participate in the design and performance of the CARE 
Initiative. We will: 

• Embed CARE Initiative goals into relevant academic programs,  research opportunities 
focused on GHG reduction strategies. 

Office of the Dean, College of Arts & Sciences 



 

 
1 Drexel Drive, Box 113 • New Orleans, Louisiana 70125  •  (504) 520-7652  •  FAX (504) 520-7916 

• Organize workshops and training sessions to educate stakeholders on the benefits of the 
CARE Initiative and empower communities to participate. 

• Partner with industry and government agencies to develop and test pilot projects within 
each GHG reduction measure. 

Benefits of XULA’s Partnership 

XULA’s involvement as a project partner will significantly enhance the State of Louisiana’s CPRG 
application and its ability to achieve program objectives: 

1. Ambitious GHG Reductions: XULA’s research and technical expertise will directly 
contribute to the development and implementation of innovative GHG reduction 
technologies. 

2. Community Benefits: Our focus on environmental justice ensures the CARE Initiative 
prioritizes the needs of low-income and disadvantaged communities, maximizing health 
benefits and creating green jobs. 

3. Complementary Funding: XULA can leverage existing grants and partnerships to secure 
additional resources and amplify the impact of the CARE Initiative. 

4. Scalable and Replicable Programs: Through our educational programs and community 
engagement efforts, XULA will ensure the CARE Initiative’s solutions are replicable and 
transferable to other regions. 

We at XULA are confident that our long-term commitment, expertise, and community focus will 
make a significant contribution to the success of the Louisiana CARE Initiative. We look forward to 
partnering with the State of Louisiana in achieving a more sustainable future. 

Sincerely, 

 
 

 
Anderson Sunda-Meya, Ph.D. 
Dean, College of Arts & Sciences  
Xavier University/State of Louisiana Endowed Chair in Science 
Professor, Department of Physics and Computer Science 
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March 28, 2024 
 
State of Louisiana  
The Department of Energy and Natural Resources 
Mr. Edward O’Brien, Senior Economist 
617 N. 3rd Street 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70802 
 
RE: LETTER OF COMMITMENT - LOUISIANA CLIMATE POLLUTION REDUCTION GRANT 
 
Dear Mr. O’Brien: 

On behalf of Together Louisiana, I am pleased to offer this Letter of Commitment for the State of 
Louisiana’s Climate Pollution Reduction Grant application to the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency. The State of Louisiana will  launch a transformative Comprehensive Actions to Reduce 
Emissions (CARE) Initiative to accelerate greenhouse gas (GHG) reductions across top ranking U.S. 
carbon-intense sectors with the strategic deployment of a suite of novel and viable GHG reduction 
measures as top regional priorities from the Louisiana Priority Climate Action Plan (PCAP).  

The Louisiana CARE Initiative is focused on advancing electrification and decarbonization 
implementation programs in the hard to abate sectors as replicable models to be scaled up across 
Louisiana and the U.S. as pathways to commercial viability in order to achieve net zero emissions by 
2050.  Embedded in each of the Louisiana GHG reduction measures are efficient strategies to deliver 
immediate and long-lasting benefits to the 2.28 million low-income and disadvantaged population most 
vulnerable to climate threats and at-risk from GHG emissions from heavy industrial clusters.   

Together Louisiana supports the Louisiana CARE Initiative to build upon Louisiana’s Climate Action 
Plan to reduce the climate impact of hard to abate sectors of our state's economy. Since 2022, Together 
Louisiana has played a leading role in implementing low carbon technologies to address community 
resilience and strengthen community ownership of renewable energy resources through our nationally 
recognized Community Lighthouse project.  

We represent a coalition made up of 200 community institutions predominantly located in disadvantaged 
communities throughout the state. Our member institutions support efforts like the Louisiana CARE 
Initiative to reduce the environmental and public health impact of Louisiana industry, including efforts to 
reduce GHG emissions and meet Louisiana’s climate action goals. 

Ensuring that disadvantaged communities have a seat at the table throughout the implementation of 
Louisiana CARE initiative is critical for project benefits to flow to the most heavily impacted 
communities. TLA is committed to continued engagement with the project team and DENR throughout 
the performance period to ensure that the project proceeds in a manner that is informed by and responsive 
to the needs of our constituents. 

Sincerely, 

 

Broderick Bagert, Lead Organizer, Together Louisiana 

mailto:contact@togetherla.org
https://www.togetherla.org/
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