


 

 

 

 

 
 
 

US EPA, Region 8 
1595 Wynkoop Street 
Denver, CO 80202-1129 
 
March 15, 2024 
 
To Whom it May Concern: 
 

I am writing in support of the City of Rapid City and their proposed EPA Grant submission. I strongly 
support the participation of South Dakota School of Mines & Technology (Mines) as a part of this 
endeavor. Improving the energy use and decreasing the carbon footprint for Mines and the City of 
Rapid City has the potential to make a real impact in our community. 
 
By including Mines in the grant submission, we will be able to integrate these projects as part of the 
curriculum to teach future engineers and scientists as well as decreasing energy use on campus. 
Additionally, we can provide support to the City of Rapid City for outreach. 
 
I strongly believe that City of Rapid City is the right municipality for this grant. Rapid City is a 
growing community and has the experience and expertise to execute this project with excellence. 
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out to my office at 605.394.2257 or 
president@sdsmt.edu. Thank you very much for your time and consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 

James Rankin, PhD PE 
President 
South Dakota Mines 
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Western Dakota Regional Water System, Inc.  PO Box 484, Rapid City, South Dakota 57709 
wdrws.org  Office: 605-519-7333 

 

 

 

 

 

March 29, 2024 

 

US EPA, Region 8 

1595 Wynkoop Street 

Denver, CO 80202-1129 

 

To Whom It May Concern: 

 

Please accept this letter in support of the City of Rapid City’s EPA Climate and Pollution 

Reduction Implementation Grant application. Western South Dakota is currently experiencing 

rapid growth in population and water demands, both of which are expected to double over the 

next century. The Western Dakota Regional Water System (WDRWS) is evaluating alternatives 

to support this growth in Rapid City and the surrounding area through regional water service. 

 

By incorporating WDRWS in the grant submission, we will be able to evaluate energy sources 

that decrease the pump stations' carbon footprint with local and regional power providers during 

the planning stages. The evaluation will compare solar, wind, and hydroelectric (if available) 

power sources to reduce the carbon footprint, as the pump stations will have significant power 

demands. 

 

The WDRWS is committed to being good stewards of our resources and natural environment. To 

that end, we strongly support Rapid City’s EPA grant submission. 

 

Thank you for your time and consideration of our request. Please do not hesitate to contact me at 

605-484-0334 if you have any questions or need additional information. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Cheryl Chapman, PhD, PE 

Executive Director 

Western Dakota Regional Water System, Inc. 
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Public Works Department 
Administration 

300 6th Street Rapid City, SD 57701-5035 
Telephone: (605) 394-4165 

www.rcgov.org 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
March 25th, 2024 
 
US EPA, Region 8 
1595 Wynkoop Street 
Denver, CO 80202-1129 
 
US EPA,  
 

City of Rapid City is in the unfortunate position that a majority of the streetlights throughout the 
city are legacy high-intensity discharge.  The City’s Traffic Engineering and Operations is 
intending to address the issues with reliability of the streetlights to provide a more consistent 
environment for the travelling public with converting to LED streetlight. This would allow the 
city to direct the street lighting to the traveling surface which would reduce accidents frequency 
and severity. The new LED fixtures would be required to be compliant with the Dark Sky 
initiative to provide additional benefits to the citizens and wildlife of the Black Hills area. This 
opportunity would reduce the carbon emissions from the street lighting in half and provide a 
reduction in operating costs for the city. These funds can then be used by other areas of the city 
to provide further benefits to the citizens of Rapid City.  
 
I feel very strongly that this project allows the City of Rapid City the best chance to move in a 
positive direction in addressing the carbon emissions in the Black Hills.  

 
Sincerely,  
 

 
Matthew Layman, P.E. 
City Traffic Engineer 
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